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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT 
 The Kattunayakkan tribe, an indigenous community residing in the southern states 

of India, holds a significant place among the 36 scheduled tribes of Tamil Nadu. 
This article provides an in-depth exploration of the Kattunayakkan tribe, focusing 
on their historical background, socio-economic challenges, cultural practices, and 
efforts towards upliftment. Beginning with an overview of the tribe's origins and 
distribution, the study examines the social structures, familial dynamics, and 
traditional customs shaping the Kattunayakkan way of life. Additionally, it delves 
into their economic pursuits, highlighting both opportunities and obstacles faced 
by the community. Through a detailed analysis of their religious ceremonies, 
rituals, and medicinal practices, the article offers insights into the rich cultural 
heritage of the Kattunayakkan people. The study concludes with a call to action for 
preserving their traditions while addressing socio-economic disparities, 
emphasizing the importance of supporting initiatives aimed at the holistic 
development of the Kattunayakkan tribe. 
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Introduction 

 
The Kattunayakkan tribe is an ancient indigenous group predominantly found in the southern states of India, 
namely Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, and Andhra Pradesh. As one of the 36 scheduled tribes in Tamil Nadu, 
they hold a significant place in the cultural fabric of the region. 
The name "Kattunayakkan" derives from the Tamil words "Kadu," meaning forest or jungle, and "Nayakkan," 
signifying leader or chief, thus translating to "The king of the jungle." Alternatively known as 
Kudukudupunayakkan and Kudukudupuattion, the Kattunayakkan people traditionally inhabit the dense 
forests and hills of Tamil Nadu, such as the Jawadhu Hills of Dharmapuri, Palanimalai and Sirumalai hills of 
Dindigul, and Elumalai and Varushandu hills of Theni district. Over time, some members of the community 
have migrated to regions like Madurai district and its surrounding areas. 
 

Statement of Problem 
 
Despite their rich cultural heritage, the Kattunayakkan community faces various challenges. Initially 
comprising only 20 families who migrated from Munar malai around 50 to 60 years ago, they primarily worked 
as wage laborers during the construction of the Power House in Madurai District. However, the community 
has since grown, with around 400 families now residing in villages such as Sathyamoorthy Nagar, 
Sakkimangalam, Kadachanenthal, and S. Alangulam in the northern region of Madurai District. 
 
Aim of the Study 
This study aims to delve into the family structure, religious ceremonies, and beliefs of the Kattunayakkan tribe. 
Additionally, it seeks to shed light on their economic conditions and assess the effectiveness of educational 
initiatives aimed at uplifting the tribal community. 
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Area of the Study 
The study primarily focuses on the densely populated areas inhabited by the Kattunayakkan tribe within 
Madurai district, specifically Sathyamoorthy Nagar, Sakkimangalam, Kadachanenthal, and S. Alangulam. By 
concentrating on these regions, the research aims to gain insights into the social, economic, and cultural 
aspects of the community's life. 
 
Characterization 
Provides an overview of the Kattunayakkan tribe, including their origin, population distribution, aims of the 
study, methodology, hypothesis, and chapterization. 
 
Tribes in Tamil Nadu: Offers an in-depth exploration of the various tribes present in Tamil Nadu, placing 
the Kattunayakkan community within the broader context of tribal diversity in the region. 
 
Social Life of the Kattunayakkans: Examines the social structures, traditions, and customs that govern 
the daily lives of the Kattunayakkan people, highlighting their familial bonds, social hierarchies, and 
community interactions. 
 
Cultural Life: Explores the rich cultural heritage of the Kattunayakkan tribe, including their religious 
practices, rituals, ceremonies, and traditional medicinal practices, providing insights into their unique way of 
life. 
 
Economic Status: Investigates the economic livelihoods pursued by the Kattunayakkan community, 
assessing their sources of income, employment opportunities, and socio-economic challenges they encounter. 
Summarizes the key findings of the research and offers insights into the present-day realities of the 
Kattunayakkan tribe. It emphasizes the importance of preserving their cultural heritage while addressing the 
socio-economic disparities they face. 
 
Summary: 
The article explores the multifaceted aspects of the Kattunayakkan tribe, an indigenous community residing 
predominantly in the southern states of India, particularly Tamil Nadu. Beginning with an introduction to 
their historical roots and population distribution, the study delves into the socio-economic challenges faced by 
the tribe, tracing their journey from wage laborers to a growing community in regions like Madurai district. 
Through an analysis of their social structures, familial bonds, and traditional customs, the article provides 
insights into the intricate fabric of Kattunayakkan society. It further examines the economic pursuits of the 
tribe and the impact of educational initiatives on their upliftment. 
Moreover, the article sheds light on the rich cultural heritage of the Kattunayakkan people, exploring their 
religious ceremonies, rituals, and medicinal practices. The conclusion emphasizes the need for preserving their 
traditions while addressing socio-economic disparities, advocating for initiatives aimed at holistic 
development. Overall, the study highlights the resilience and vibrancy of the Kattunayakkan tribe, 
underscoring the importance of recognizing and supporting indigenous communities in their pursuit of socio-
economic empowerment and cultural preservation. 
 

Conclusion 
 
The Kattunayakkan tribe represents a vibrant and resilient community deeply rooted in the forests and hills of 
Tamil Nadu. Despite facing various challenges, their rich cultural heritage continues to endure, serving as a 
testament to their resilience and adaptability in the face of change. It is imperative to recognize and support 
initiatives aimed at preserving their traditions while providing avenues for socio-economic development and 
empowerment. 
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