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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

The 21st century has brought unprecedented challenges and opportunities for
education, necessitating innovative reforms to prepare learners for an increasingly
complex world. This paper explores the intersection of educational innovation and
reform, examining the drivers, models, and outcomes of transformative change in
education. A comprehensive review of literature and case studies reveals that
successful reforms prioritize teacher professionalism, learner-centered approaches,
and strategic integration of technology. However, challenges persist, including
resistance to change, inequitable access, and competing policy agendas. This research
contributes to the ongoing discourse on educational innovation and reform,
highlighting the need for contextualized, collaborative, and sustainable approaches to
transform education for the better.
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INTRODUCTION

An important factor in determining a country's destiny is education. It is the cornerstone of innovation,
socioeconomic advancement, and the growth of mankind. Human capital, or the information, abilities, and
competencies that people possess and which contribute to their economic productivity and potential, is
developed as a result of educational investments (Alika & Aibieyi, 2014). Research indicates that higher levels
of education are associated with higher incomes and better employment prospects, leading to improved socio-
economic outcomes for individuals and society as a whole (Ferrant et al., 2014). Moreover, education is closely
linked to

innovation. It provides individuals with basic knowledge, problem-solving abilities as well as critical thinking
skills that foster creativity and encourage the generation of new ideas and technologies (Cropley, 2015).
Charles Darwin never said, “It is not the strongest of the species that survives, nor the most intelligent that
survives. It is the one that is most adaptable to

change.” However, let's think about that for a moment. The pace of change in today's workplace is almost hard
to forecast or keep up with. If we accept that, we can then agree that our capacity for evolving and adapting can
be more significant than our current level of understanding. How can we help students learn to adjust?
Innovation is the driving force behind change in the majority of sectors. There is always room for improvement.
Innovation education gives students the chance to cultivate abilities like originality, adaptability, and resilience,
which helps them get ready for a changing workplace. As educators, we could employ innovation in education
to help students acquire the soft skills they need to succeed in life as well as to improve their academic
performance. We can also gradually introduce additional technology, which students will eventually need to be
adapted to.

BARRIERS TO CHANGE

Innovation is not just about the final change which has occurred; it is also about the outcome and the
prerequisites that must be met for innovators to view the issue from a different angle, develop viable solutions,
hone their approach, and eventually produce successful concepts, goods, procedures, strategies, and platforms.
For instance, the human genome project in the biotechnology sector demonstrates how evidence from one
innovation cycle is gathered and shared, and how many other scientists have used this information to help
them work through the next difficulty. This type of work must be improved at the student, school, and system
levels in the education sector, which will need to rearrange many of the incentives that currently motivate
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behaviour. We currently have some underlying obstacles to innovation due to our publicly regulated system,
which was designed to prioritize stability above flexibility. The following is a discussion of these barriers:

« Lack of clarity on the problem to be solved: A significant number of ideological disagreements about the
purpose as well as role of public education rights as well as parent's rights creates confusion for
policymakers.

» Weak technology infrastructure: It is difficult for teachers and users to have faith in the adoption of digital
tools that might not be supported in the long run because the majority of districts, schools, and institutions
only budget for the purchase of equipment, not upgrades and maintenance. Consequently, this stifles
technological innovation.

» Misaligned labor market: There are very few incentives or rewards for employing creative techniques to
improve academic outcomes because educational management, teaching profession, as well as school
leadership, including administration, are structured to prioritize "seat time" and longevity.

»  Weak knowledge base: Fields of education like medicine, which have professional knowledge standards, a
constantly improving knowledge base like Board Certification process for medical doctors, the knowledge
base that is required for student achievements is relatively weak. As a result, no body of knowledge is widely
accepted as a prerequisite for entering a profession, nor a standard for advanced mastery.

« Ineffective uptake and dissemination: Enough amount of attention is not paid to diffusion of knowledge and
innovation.

» Policy is impenetrable to most innovators: Whether they originate from social entrepreneurs, who work
outside of the traditional system, where policy constraints are lessened, or from internal change agents who
escape its boundaries, innovations rarely lead to changes in policy.

» Local government is not aligned to support innovation: Changes in school boards as well as political forces,
which are frequently seen as a step by political forces, cause "spinning wheels" in most districts. Ironically,
this leads to nearly constant change for practitioners, but it is nearly impossible to maintain any innovation
long enough to fully comprehend its effectiveness.

* Isolation of research from problems of practice: Research largely remains isolated from within
the schools and colleges of education and is often aligned to tenure incentives rather than problem-based needs
in the field.

SPREADING KNOWLEDGE AND NEW IDEAS OR KNOWLEDGE INTO THE DEVELOPMENT
CYCLE AS WELL AS SCALING UP ARE NOT GIVEN MUCH URGENCY. SOME EXAMPLES ARE
AS FOLLOWS:

« Project-Based Learning (PBL) - Assist students by recognizing an issue from the real world and providing a
solution. Incorporate a PBL unit into a longer session to provide students the opportunity to practice
problem-solving, creativity, and teamwork.

+ Blended Learning - Combining conventional schooling with online learning is referred to as "blending
learning." Students need to get used to using online resources and the internet to enhance their education.
Using a blended learning approach allows students to learn how to employ tools that they will use
extensively in their careers.

« Educational technology (Edtech) - usually refers to any program, service, or application created to improve
education. Incorporating technology into the classroom is crucial, but we must be cautious not to go too far.
New developments outside of education are frequently reflected in innovative classroom technologies.
Therefore, the more students use technology in the classroom, the more equipped they will be to use and
interact with it in the workplace.

* Interactive whiteboards and file annotations - We want students to take an active role in their education.
An interactive whiteboard is the ideal tool for promoting that. A whiteboard is an excellent tool for
brainstorming, collaboration, and idea sharing among students.

* Video in the classroom - Videos are quite effective at breaking down difficult subjects into easily understood
forms. Teachers can use their video library as well as YouTube videos in the classroom to reinforce their
lesson plans with the help of Kaltura Virtual Classroom. When instructing, we must make the material
engaging and lively. Creating multimedia experiences, such as using presentations, pictures, whiteboards,
and, of course, video, is something we cannot avoid.

* Breakout rooms - Interaction between classmates is sometimes overlooked in remote or distance learning,
but as teachers, we are aware of how important it is to every student's academic performance. Teachers may
host directed breakout room experiences in a variety of amazing ways using Kaltura's virtual classroom
breakout rooms. With only one button click, students can safely interact with one another about content
that the teacher has explicitly provided. Promote role-playing, cooperative projects, and branching
scenarios.
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INNOVATION IN EDUCATION CAN BE:

o Realizing that a flipped classroom, in which students watch lectures at home and finish tasks in class, is more
beneficial for them.

e Increasing the usage of technology in the classroom will help to create a blended classroom where students
interact with technology much like they would in the real world.

e Offering more opportunities to use powerful video tools to help school districts as well as their parents to
communicate better (more effectively and clearly).

e Curriculum Innovation: Designing and implementing new or improved curricula that are relevant,
interdisciplinary, and aligned with the demands of the modern workforce.

e Pedagogical Innovation: Exploring new teaching methods, techniques, and strategies to enhance student
learning.

e Technological Innovation: Integrating technology effectively into the learning process, like using virtual
reality, Al, or blended learning.

e Institutional Innovation: Making changes to school structures, policies, and practices to improve the learning
environment. Innovative Teaching Strategies:

e Interactive Lessons: Engaging students through discussions, debates, and activities.

e Project-Based Learning (PBL): Students work on real-world projects to apply their knowledge and skills.

e Inquiry-Based Learning: Students explore topics through questions and investigations.

e Blended Learning: Combining online and face-to-face learning.

o Personalized Learning: Tailoring instruction to individual student needs and learning styles.

e Using Virtual Reality Technology: Immersive learning experiences.

o Using Al in Education: AI-powered tools for personalized learning and assessment.

SUGGESTIONS FOR THE PROMOTION OF INNOVATIVENESS IN LEARNERS.

Considering students stand to benefit the most from urgent action, innovations must be implemented as well
as prioritized toward those students who lack enough service from the system and practice issues that have
thus far eluded effective answers. One has to make sure that children are not falling through loopholes in the
educational system.

« Teacher Training: Equipping teachers with the skills and knowledge to implement innovative strategies
effectively.

+ Resource Allocation: Providing teachers with the necessary resources, including technology and
materials.

« Collaboration: Encouraging collaboration among teachers, administrators, and other stakeholders.

+ Assessment:

Using diverse assessment methods to evaluate student learning and inform instruction.

« Flexibility: Being open to adapting and modifying strategies based on student needs and feedback.
Strengthen communication and cooperation thereby closing the knowledge gaps.

« Making use of ICT: providing technology accessibility to the students.

« Maintenance of supportive environment for the development of competencies among the students.Letting
them gain lifelong learning experiences thereby, encouraging creativity among the students.
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