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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

The research studied the pain and the losses as given in Naipaul’s Travelogue:
India: A Wounded Civilization: A Postcolonial Perspective. The research began
with the detailed study about the manifested losses and pains that aboriginal
suffered. These situations challenged India’s growth and its progress overall.
National consciousness is a term used to describe the sense of collective identity
and belonging that a group of people share. In the context of India, national
consciousness is closely tied to the country's postcolonial condition. Naipaul
argues that India's national consciousness is deeply wounded by its colonial past
and the legacy of British rule. He sees the country as caught in a cycle of cultural
and political confusion, struggling to reconcile its traditional values with the
demands of modernity. Naipaul assumed that India was still in darkness. Indians,
in the era were living in high illiteracy, high-ignorance and under poverty. The
pure, mounted, and real image of India is been depicted with the caste system and
showing a real picture.
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Naipaul’s India: A Wounded Civilization

Colonialism

Naipaul's grasp of colonialism and its effects on India is the foundation of his analysis of national consciousness
in that nation. He contends that India's social and cultural fabric was substantially affected by British
colonialism. In addition to eradicating ancient customs and beliefs and replacing them with a Westernized
version of Indian culture, the British imposed their own institutions and ideals on India. India's perception of
its own national identity was significantly impacted by this process of cultural elimination.

Naipaul claims: "British colonisers who had little regard for Indian tradition, culture, or philosophy arrived in
India as conquerors” (Balasingh, 13). They came to replace everything that was Indian with their own culture,
history, and way of thinking. They wanted to annihilate, obliterate, and wipe out everything that was Indian.
According to Naipaul, this process of cultural erasure caused India to experience a crisis of national
consciousness. Between its ancient ideals and the needs of modernity, the nation was left with a shattered sense
of identity. According to Naipaul, India is still experiencing this national awareness crisis now.

Naipaul's own perspective as a postcolonial author also has an impact on his interpretation of national
consciousness in India. He imagines himself as an outsider who can watch and assess Indian society from afar.
Many Indian writers are unable to comprehend the complexity of India's postcolonial situation. Being unduly
critical of his own culture, some people find Naipaul's assessment of Indian society to be divisive. He is able to
provide a distinctive and complex study of India's national consciousness because to his outsider perspective,
though (Dalley, 61).

Naipaul's analysis of India's national consciousness is based on his knowledge of its governmental and social
structures. He contends that India's political institutions are seriously defective and that they support a society
that is rife with corruption and nepotism. No true political institutions exist in India. What exists in India is a
culture of cronyism, nepotism, and corruption. This is the result of the British leaving India with a political
structure that served the interests of themselves and their allies rather than those of the Indian people.

Copyright © 2024 by Author/s and Licensed by Kuey. This is an open access article distributed under the Creative Commons Attribution
License which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.


https://kuey.net/

7444 LAVINA DAISY MENEZES et.al / Kuey, 30(1), 10628

Laying the Foundation

The situation of being marginalized, the decent living styles, and the realization of staying othered has created
diversified ethnic groups unite and struggling for their rights, to protect their identity, existence, and culture.
The aborigines are focusing on this to protect their culture, the identity, their language and the civilization
which is been wounded (Hapugoda, 26). These wounds and losses are not confined to the physical losses but
beyond that.

The globalization, trade and colonisations are highly wounded, destroyed and distorted the India’s Indianness.
The local people are enslaved by colonialism, who also brainwashes, deforms, and ultimately destroys them.
Identities, according to novel, are built human desires for protection, association, and recognition that have
been lost.

Although though India's three decades of freedom are now ended, the country has nonetheless been under
foreign dominion for many millennia. India still has not come up with her own regenerative ideology (Krishnan,
41). The characters in the aforementioned Naipaul encounter several issues, including an identity crisis, the
disappearance of their culture, class, racial discrimination, and economic inequality. This study aims to explore
the wounds and losses caused by the loss of culture, race, language, and identity in these novels.

Also, the author believes that the country is still languishing. India is highly passing with huge level of illiteracy,
below poverty, and backwardness. As the majority of Indians are not much into the geo-based technology, thus
making the western imported tech to lack in some areas. India faced a huge failure in producing its Human
Resource towards the clearest vision and with it’s their high abilities and skills (Mawby, 16). Naipaul believes
that the intellect of India is been wounded.

The country was highly dependent on the west and even borrowed the academic disciples for understanding
the past. The rule of Britishers in India made the country to suffer and lose its original culture, civilization, and
economic growth. The country was crippling without considering its own identity and presence. The country
experienced huge losses and manifested the wounds that Indians had. The intellect and the lack of technology
development in India for its marginalized Indians and their needs has made her to suffer more wounds (Meena,
Brijesh). Even in the present era, the planners and intellectuals are confused for growth even more then the
British rules.

India has been into the controversy of constant trauma in one or another way. These constant traumas are
making Indians never to stop and think objectively about their wounds and healing. The reality of Indians is
chaotic and is also pinpointing the muddy thinking and the high integration of mythology prevalence in the life
of Indians (Mitra, 3).

Decolonization of India

Naipaul argues that India's colonization had a lasting impact on the country, leaving it with deep wounds that
were not fully healed by the time of its independence in 1947. The book presents a bleak picture of Indian
society, highlighting issues such as poverty, corruption, and the persistent caste system (Roy, 11). Naipaul
suggests that these problems are rooted in the country's history of colonialism and are exacerbated by its failure
to fully embrace modernity.

One of the key themes of the book is the tension between tradition and modernity in India. Naipaul suggests
that India's struggle to reconcile its past with its present is a major obstacle to its development. He argues that
India's cultural and religious traditions have impeded progress in areas such as education, science, and
technology. According to Naipaul, India's failure to fully embrace modernity has hindered its ability to compete
on the global stage.

Another theme of the book is the impact of colonialism on India's national identity. Naipaul suggests that
India's colonial past has left it with a deep sense of inferiority and a lack of confidence in its own culture and
traditions(Tiwari, Sundhee). He argues that this has contributed to India's struggles in the post-colonial era,
as it has struggled to define its own identity and place in the world.

Thus, Naipaul's "India: A Wounded Civilization" presents a critical analysis of India's decolonization and the
challenges it faced in the aftermath. While some have criticized the book for its pessimistic view of India, it
remains an important contribution to the ongoing discussion of post-colonialism and the legacy of colonialism
on the developing world (Tiwari, Sundhee).

Social conflicts between the traditional Indian and modern Indians

India: A Wounded Civilization by V.S. Naipaul is a challenging piece of postcolonial literature that explores the
contradictions between traditional and contemporary social perspectives in India. India is seen by Naipaul as
a wounded culture that is still dealing with the effects of colonialism and seeking its place in the modern era
(Khadka, 10). The conflicts that develop when traditional values meet with modernity are highlighted by
Naipaul through his examination of India's national consciousness.

The central thesis of Naipaul's study is that India's national consciousness is split between two conflicting
narratives: one that seeks modernization and cherishes tradition. The conventional viewpoint, which is strongly
ingrained in Indian history and culture, places a strong emphasis on social obligations, hierarchy, and religion.
In this worldview, people are seen as being a part of a broader community, and it is important for people to live
up to those expectations (Rawat, 7).
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The Western-influenced modern perspective, in contrast, places a high importance on individualism, reason,
and advancement. This worldview places a strong emphasis on the value of social mobility, technological
advancement, and scientific enquiry (Mitra, 19). It views people as independent, unrestricted by social
conventions, and free to pursue their own interests.

Several facets of Indian society show how these two worldviews are at odds with one another. For instance,
Naipaul observes that a conflict between traditional and modern principles is seen in India's educational
system. On the one hand, rote memorization and obedience to authoritative figures are strongly emphasised,
which reflects the traditional viewpoint (Khadka, 10). On the other side, there is a growing trend towards more
modern teaching strategies that place an emphasis on invention, creativity, and critical thinking.

Religious Tensions

The tension between traditional and contemporary societal perspectives is also evident in the field of religion.
India is a nation where traditional religious practises and beliefs are strongly ingrained in the society and where
religion plays a significant role in people's daily lives. But the nation is also seeing a rise in more contemporary,
liberal religious perspectives, particularly among the younger population (Krishnan, 12). According to Naipaul,
this has caused tension between people who follow traditional religious beliefs and practises and people who
hold more liberal and contemporary perspectives on religion.

Another place where traditional and contemporary societal ideals clash is in the family. According to Naipaul,
India is a nation where traditional family values are strongly established in the culture and where the family is
still the foundation of society. The modern idea of individualism is gaining ground, nevertheless, and the nation
is likewise going through a rapid social transition (Meena, 13). This, according to Naipaul, has led to a clash
between supporters of traditional family values and modern individualism.

Naipaul draws attention to the long-standing conflicts between India's two largest religious groups, Muslims
and Hindus, as well as the manner in which these conflicts have been made worse by historical occurrences like
the Partition of India in 1947 (Mitra, 24).

As Naipaul says that while religion has occupied a key place in Indian nationalism, a Hindu nationalist
movement has emerged that aims to establish Hindu dominance over other faiths.

Although various other religions and sects coexist alongside Hinduism and Islam, Naipaul also emphasises the
richness and diversity of India's religious landscape. He contends that as political and religious forces strove to
forge a unified national identity based on a limited interpretation of Hinduism, this diversity has been
undermined in recent years.

Overall, Naipaul's examination of the religious conflicts in India is rich and intricate, revealing the ingrained
historical and cultural elements that continue to influence modern Indian culture. His work serves as a potent
reminder of the ongoing difficulties postcolonial countries continue to face as they attempt to bridge
complicated religious and cultural gaps.

Public and media impact in Postcolonial period

Naipaul contends that Western ideas and ideals have had an impact on the Indian populace, especially the
educated class, causing cultural uncertainty and a lack of confidence in one's own ancestry (Matia, 2). He also
looks at how the media affects public opinion, frequently to the disadvantage of conventional Indian culture
and values.

Naipaul starts up by talking about how colonialism affected India. He contends that colonisation not only
obliterated conventional Indian culture but also left a hole that was filled with Western principles and ideals.
As a result, there is a loss of faith in Indian culture and a sense of cultural ambiguity. The educated class in
India, according to Naipaul, has been severely impacted by this since they have frequently been exposed to
Western education and values at the expense of their own culture (Matia, 1).

According to Naipaul, the media in post-colonial India has been very influential in forming public opinion. He
contends that the media has frequently depicted traditional Indian culture negatively and has been greatly
impacted by Western ideas and values. Indians have consequently developed a sense of cultural inferiority and
a lack of respect for their own heritage as a result of this (Egharevba, 5).

The way Indian film is portrayed is one of the examples provided by Naipaul to show how the media affects
popular opinion. He points out that Indian film has always been regarded as an expression of Indian culture
and ideals. He contends that a loss in the representation of traditional Indian culture has occurred as a result
of Western ideas and values having a significant influence on Indian cinema in recent years. Naipaul contends
that this has had a detrimental effect on Indian society by causing a lack of respect for the country's traditional
values and culture.

The way in which religion is portrayed in India is another illustration Naipaul uses to show how the media
affects public perception. He observes that rather than emphasising the beneficial features of religion, the
media frequently depicts religion in India in a negative way by emphasising its more extreme and violent
components (Egharevba, 7). As a result, Indians now feel culturally inferior and are less appreciative of the
wonderful features of their own religion and culture.

The influence of popular opinion on Indian politics is another topic covered by Naipaul. He contends that
traditional Indian political institutions like the caste system and the village council system have frequently
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come under fire from India's educated class. As a result, there is a sense of cultural misunderstanding and an
underappreciation of the advantages of traditional Indian political structures.

According to Naipaul, India has to recover its cultural history and gain confidence in its own traditions and
ideals.

Political Disruptions

The paradoxical aspect of Indian civilization is examined in the book, where traditional and modern viewpoints
coexist, occasionally in concord and occasionally in conflict. Naipaul contends that the unresolved conflict
between these two worldviews is the cause of India's damaged culture (Abdu, 76).

In Naipaul's novel, the tension between conventional and contemporary societal perspectives serves as a major
theme. He notes that India is a nation with strong roots in tradition, and that many facets of Indian society still
adhere to the old worldview. The nation is also rapidly modernising, and the modern viewpoint is gaining
popularity. From politics to religion to family life, India's dual worldviews are clearly at odds with one another.
Politics is one of the main spheres where the clash between traditional and contemporary societal perspectives
is seen. According to Naipaul, the political structure of India is a synthesis of Western democratic ideals with
conventional Indian notions of hierarchy and power. Political figures in the nation frequently appeal to the
populace with traditional imagery and language while still embracing Western-style democracy and the rule of
law. Naipaul contends that the resulting political system is incredibly ineffective and corrupt because it
combines traditional and modern political ideals.

Cultural Perspective

Naipaul respects the depth and tenacity of Indian cultural traditions as well as their enduring traditions. He
contends that the spiritual and cultural traditions of India have the capacity to inspire and regenerate the
nation. Naipaul sees India's challenges as a part of a greater global battle to come to terms with the legacies of
colonialism and the demands of modernization. His cultural perspective is rooted on his own experiences as a
postcolonial subject. Although he presents a critical viewpoint on India's postcolonial situation, he also says
that there is hope for the country's future if it can find a way to balance the needs of modernity with its cultural
traditions (Abdu, 74).

Conclusion

India has descended into turmoil as a result of its lack of direction and disarray. The way individuals think and
operate reflects this. The culture, race, and customs of India are in serious danger as a result of this way of
thinking. According to Naipaul, India has not been able to create her own unique ideology that would set her
apart from the imitation of the West. According to him, India's intelligence is inferior, and all development is
just imitation and mimicking of the West. India is still dragging its feet. India is navigating illiteracy, social
squalor, and poverty. Because it was not geo-based, the imported western technology could not meet the
demands of disadvantaged people. British domination over India for many years had a negative impact on her
civilization, economy, and culture. India's lack of a unique identity and ideology was still devastating.

The paper has focused on giving the situation about how the social conflicts in the traditional and modern post-
colonial communities have grown. The process also focused on making the decolonization resulted into
complete success and how the public and media were highly influenced and how it has portrayed.
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