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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

The rise of Bappa Rawal and his establishment of Mewar in the 8th century
constitute a defining moment in the political and cultural history of Rajputana.
This research paper seeks to critically analyze the historical circumstances that
facilitated Bappa Rawal’s emergence as a powerful leader, particularly his
conquest of Chittorgarh and the subsequent foundation of the Mewar polity.
Drawing upon literary sources, inscriptions, and regional traditions, the paper
explores the political vacuum created by the decline of earlier dynasties, the role
of local alliances, and the integration of warrior groups that enabled Bappa Rawal
to consolidate authority. Special attention is given to his military strategies,
ranging from fortification and defensive warfare to diplomatic alliances with
neighboring powers, that ensured the stability of the newly founded kingdom. The
analysis also highlights the symbolic and ideological significance of Bappa Rawal’s
rule, which not only safeguarded Mewar against external incursions, particularly
from Arab invaders, but also laid down the foundational ethos of Rajput valor,
kinship solidarity, and political autonomy. In doing so, the research situates
Bappa Rawal’s legacy within the broader trajectory of medieval Indian state
formation and underscores his role in shaping the identity and resilience of
Rajput polities in the centuries that followed.

Keywords: Bappa Rawal, Mewar, Rajputana, Chittorgarh, State formation,
Military strategy
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AT B YT UG DI 715 | AT T B SHdI-TIREdT FdTedt & IR & T[gTed & WIURON S0 Jd &
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R TAEeY, VR SR TSR & HEH-513Y @ S F SEH & I T WY T 39 TR W 07 SRS

LTATCAY T, iR 3Tt TaTe i Sieifee TRA ¢ 1751 T 3, 30 A, 1976, Tifdgal ATIYRT THTRM, SRR,
T8 411

TR, TH.TY. “TAMGR HaTS |”SFh diciel [9d SeIege &1 galfed, TS 68/69, 2008, T§ 277-921 JSTOR,
http://www.jstor.org/stable/42931212. 12 fRdeR 2024 Ca QEFQQ forar |
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