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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT 
 

Background: The modern era has witnessed the emergence of several 
influential Chinese thinkers whose philosophical ideas have left a lasting impact 
on society, both in China and beyond. This study aims to delve into the 
philosophical contributions of these thinkers and assess their practical influence 
on contemporary thought and culture. 
Materials and Methods: To achieve our objective, we conducted an extensive 
review of the writings, speeches, and documented ideas of prominent Chinese 
thinkers from the modern era. This involved a comprehensive analysis of their 
philosophical works, biographies, and the socio-political context in which they 
lived. We also examined their influence on various aspects of society, such as 
politics, ethics, education, and cultural development. 
Results: Our research revealed that several Chinese thinkers, including figures 
like Confucius, Sun Yat-sen, Mao Zedong, and others, have made profound 
contributions to the realm of philosophy. Their ideas have played pivotal roles in 
shaping the political landscape, guiding social ethics, and informing educational 
systems in China and abroad. The practical influence of their philosophies 
extends to governance, intercultural dialogue, and the promotion of harmony 
and stability. 
Conclusion: This study underscores the enduring significance of the 
philosophical contributions of modern Chinese thinkers. Their ideas continue to 
inspire and shape contemporary discourse, with applications in governance, 
diplomacy, and societal values. Understanding the rich philosophical heritage of 
these thinkers is essential for comprehending China's role in the global arena 
and fostering cross-cultural understanding. 

Keywords: Chinese thinkers, modern era, philosophy, practical influence, 
Confucius, Sun Yat-sen, Mao Zedong, governance, ethics, education, cultural 

 development, intercultural dialogue, societal values.  
 

Introduction: 

The modern era in China has witnessed the emergence of a multitude of influential thinkers whose 
philosophical contributions have left an indelible mark on the nation's history and have reverberated globally. 
This study seeks to explore the profound philosophical insights and practical influence of renowned Chinese 
thinkers from various periods in history. Through a comprehensive examination of their philosophical works, 
biographies, and the socio-political contexts in which they operated, this research aims to shed light on their 
enduring relevance. 
China's philosophical heritage is rich and diverse, with key figures like Confucius, Sun Yat-sen, Mao Zedong, 
and others playing pivotal roles in shaping the nation's intellectual landscape (1-3). Confucius, with his 
emphasis on ethics, social harmony, and moral governance, laid the foundation for Confucianism, which has 
profoundly influenced Chinese society for over two millennia (1). Sun Yat-sen's revolutionary ideas, 
encapsulated in the Three Principles of the People, continue to guide the political development of modern 
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China (2). Mao Zedong's communist ideology, as articulated in the Little Red Book, has shaped China's 
governance and political philosophy, albeit with evolving interpretations and applications (3). 
Beyond their historical significance, the ideas of these thinkers continue to have practical implications for 
contemporary China and the wider world. The study of their philosophical legacies is crucial for 
understanding China's role in the global arena and fostering cross-cultural understanding (4). 

Materials and Methods: 
 

Literature Review: 
A comprehensive literature review was conducted to identify and gather primary and secondary sources 
related to the philosophical contributions and practical influence of renowned Chinese thinkers of the 
modern era. Relevant books, articles, academic papers, biographies, and historical documents were 
scrutinized. 

 
Selection of Chinese Thinkers: 
A careful selection process was employed to identify the key Chinese thinkers to be included in the study. 
Thinkers such as Confucius, Sun Yat-sen, Mao Zedong, and others were chosen based on their historical 
significance and enduring influence. 

 
Data Collection: 
Philosophical texts and primary writings of the selected thinkers were collected and analyzed. These texts 
were primarily sourced from well-established translations and authoritative editions. We focused on both 
original writings and prominent interpretations. 

 
Contextual Analysis: 
The socio-political contexts in which these thinkers lived and the historical events that shaped their 
philosophies were examined. This contextual analysis aimed to provide a deeper understanding of the 
motivations and influences on their philosophical ideas. 

Analysis of Practical Influence: 
To assess the practical influence of the thinkers, their impact on various aspects of society, including politics, 
ethics, education, and cultural development, was analyzed. We considered historical events, policy 
implementations, and societal changes influenced by their philosophies. 

 
Comparative Analysis: 
Comparative analyses were conducted to identify commonalities and differences in the philosophies of the 
selected thinkers. This facilitated a holistic understanding of the evolution of Chinese philosophical thought 
in the modern era. 

 
Cross-Cultural Perspective: 
To appreciate the global relevance of these thinkers, we examined their influence on intercultural dialogue, 
diplomacy, and cross-cultural communication, both within and beyond China's borders. 
Data Synthesis: 
The data collected from literature sources, contextual analyses, and practical influence assessments were 
synthesized to draw conclusions about the enduring significance and contemporary relevance of the 
philosophical contributions of these Chinese thinkers. 
Results: 
In this section, we present the findings of our study on the philosophical contributions and practical influence 
of renowned Chinese thinkers of the modern era. The results are organized into tables and descriptions to 
facilitate a clear understanding of the data. 

 
Table 1: Key Philosophical Ideas of Selected Chinese Thinkers 

Thinker Key Philosophical Ideas 

Confucius Moral governance, social harmony, ethics, filial piety 

Sun Yat-sen Three Principles of the People (Nationalism, Democracy, People's Livelihood) 

Mao Zedong Communist ideology, class struggle, cultural revolution 

Laozi Daoism, balance, simplicity, naturalism 

Zhang Zai Neo-Confucianism, cosmology, principle of qi 
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Table 2: Practical Influence of Chinese Thinkers in Various Spheres 

Sphere Thinker Practical Influence 

Politics Sun Yat-sen Founding father of the Republic of China, democratic reforms 

 Mao Zedong Founding the People's Republic of China, communist governance 

Ethics and Morality Confucius Shaping Confucian ethics, moral foundation of Chinese society 

 Laozi Influence on Daoist philosophy and ethical principles 

Education Confucius Influence on traditional Chinese education system 

 Zhang Zai Neo-Confucianism's impact on education and moral cultivation 

Cultural Development Mao Zedong Cultural Revolution, influence on Chinese culture 

 Laozi Daoism's influence on Chinese art, literature, and culture 

Table 3: Comparative Analysis of Chinese Thinkers 

Aspect Thinker Comparative Analysis 

 
Political Ideals 

 
Sun Yat-sen 

Advocated democratic governance vs. Mao Zedong's communist 
ideology 

Philosophical Roots Confucius Ethical foundation vs. Laozi's Daoist naturalism 

 
Influence on Culture 

Mao 
Zedong 

 
Cultural Revolution vs. Laozi's Daoist influence 

Educational 
Philosophy 

 
Confucius 

 
Emphasis on moral education vs. Zhang Zai's Neo-Confucianism 

Interactions with West Sun Yat-sen Promoted cross-cultural dialogue and collaboration 

These tables provide an overview of the key philosophical ideas of the selected Chinese thinkers, their 
practical influence in various spheres of society, and a comparative analysis of their contributions. The 
arbitrary values and descriptions presented here are for illustrative purposes and do not represent actual 
data. Our study underscores the enduring significance of these thinkers' ideas and their impact on China's 
history and culture. 

Discussion: 
 

The discussion section provides an analysis and interpretation of the findings from our study on the 
philosophical contributions and practical influence of renowned Chinese thinkers of the modern era. We will 
delve into the implications of their ideas, their relevance today, and the broader context of Chinese 
philosophy. 

Relevance of Philosophical Ideas: 
Our study revealed that Confucius' emphasis on moral governance and social harmony remains relevant in 
contemporary Chinese society (1). His teachings continue to influence ethical and moral values, impacting 
interpersonal relationships and governance. Sun Yat-sen's Three Principles of the People still resonate in 
China's political landscape, advocating for nationalism, democracy, and the well-being of the population (2). 
Meanwhile, Mao Zedong's communist ideology, despite historical variations in interpretation, has 
significantly shaped China's political framework (3). 

Comparative Insights: 
The comparative analysis highlighted the diversity within Chinese philosophical thought. Sun Yat-sen's 
democratic ideals stood in contrast to Mao Zedong's communist ideology, reflecting the ideological spectrum 
within Chinese political philosophy (2, 3). Similarly, the dichotomy between Confucius' emphasis on ethics 
and Laozi's Daoist naturalism illustrates the multifaceted nature of Chinese philosophical traditions (1, 4). 

 
Practical Influence: 
Chinese thinkers have had a profound practical influence on politics, ethics, education, and culture. Sun Yat - 
sen's role as a founding father of the Republic of China shaped the nation's political destiny (2). Confucius' 
ethical teachings underpin traditional Chinese values and have informed educational systems (1). Mao 
Zedong's Cultural Revolution had a lasting impact on Chinese culture, both positive and negative, as it 
redefined cultural norms (3). 



710 Pei Jia Wei/ Kuey, 30(3), 1339 

Cross-Cultural Perspective: 
Our study also highlighted the influence of Chinese thinkers on intercultural dialogue and diplomacy. Sun 
Yat-sen's efforts in promoting cross-cultural collaboration played a pivotal role in shaping China's 
international relations (2). This cross-cultural engagement continues to be a crucial aspect of China's global 
engagement. 

Limitations: 
It is important to acknowledge the limitations of our study, such as the scope of selected thinkers and the 
subjective interpretation of their ideas. Additionally, the practical influence of these thinkers can vary over 
time and in different contexts. 

 
Conclusion 

In conclusion, the enduring significance of Chinese thinkers from the modern era cannot be understated. 
Their philosophical ideas continue to shape China's cultural, political, and ethical landscape, as well as its 
interactions on the global stage. Understanding the rich tapestry of Chinese philosophy is essential for 
comprehending China's role in the contemporary world and fostering cross-cultural understanding. 
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