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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

To assist child in developing additional capable personalities, it's important to
incorporate social development aspects into the look of academic toys. Research
in this area aims to seem at the weather of social development and the way they
connect with academic toys within the development of the social development in
pre-schoolers. during this study, a literature review is employed to seem at the
options of social talent development for academic toy styles. The impact of
pedagogic toy style on children's play environments has been studied previously
as a way to promote healthy social development in children. The social and
behavioural alternatives of Indian pre-school children are also documented
through a literature review in this report. For example, the findings may lead to
an intellectual toy that encourages children to acquire social skills. This study can
help shoppers and product creators gain a better grasp of children's emotional and
interpersonal growth, which is able to aid them in developing an ethical compass
and ever-changing their views. Finally, our endeavor aims to contribute to the
semi-permanent viability of sociology.

Keywords: Preschool Children, Social Skills, Play, Human Development,
Educative Toys, Designs

1. Introduction

Throughout a child's life, their education is essential in preparing them for the information and skills they will
need in the future. In the past several decades, educational toys have grown into one of the most important
teaching aids for children. It also become essential tools in children's development since they stimulate and
prolong the amount of time spent playing (Goldstein, 2012). Well-chosen toys can help children to interact with
one another, collaborate, or learn new skills. Furthermore, engagement with instructional toys has an influence
on children's mental and physical development. There is a wide selection of educational toys on the market that
may be used for a number of educational purposes. A lifetime of development, as Vinja ori, Tubi, and Jaki
(2016) put it, is characterised by a multitude of linked and interdependent aspects of evolution (physical,
cognitive, emotional, motor, and so on). Our DNA's interaction with social, physical, and cultural environments
is unique.

Toy blueprints have an impact on the sorts of toys that are offered. Educational toys are classified differently
due to the diversity of their designs and objectives. Educative toys are divided into five categories by toy
Collection: Fundamentals Fun with Science, Constructive Play, and Puzzle Play. Each group has a different role
in schooling based on developmental stages. The toy Collection says STEAM toys are popular. This highlights
the relevance of educational toys for toddlers' social development. To encourage social development in
preschoolers, educational toys must include social development elements. Play can promote learning and long-
term development (Vansdadiya, R. P. et al., 2023).
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2. Educational and Children's Toys

Lowe et al argues toys and games be intrinsically linked to children's play. Playing is something that almost
everyone appreciates, and that desire might linger for a long time. In psychology, playing is more than just an
enjoyable pastime; it's also a vital educational tool. Embracing play as an integral part of a child's daily routine
helps them grow socially and emotionally as well as cognitively. Since it improves their cognitive, social,
emotional wellbeing and physical, play is essential for a child's growth (Milteer, Ginsburg & Mulligan, 2012).
As more and more research shows a correlation between play and positive outcomes in areas like school
performance and mental health, researchers and policymakers are beginning to see the importance of play for
everyone, not just kids (Whitebread, 2012). This highlights the importance of recreation as a method of
studying and influencing children's growth and development. To a great extent, children's play is a means
through which they may feel, express, control, and make sense of their emotions. Hence one may say that
children's learning occurs through play, especially when toys are used as instruments of play. The playthings
are available, but how they are utilised is a crucial part of their play. As a result, it is critical that young children
interact in play on a regular basis.

Children can develop interpersonal, psychological, and thinking function they might not have if they didn't
have the opportunity to learn via play. Elkind et al emphasized the importance of participate, care for, and
effort as the primary motivations for human thought and behavior. These are the pillars upon which a fulfilled,
happy, and fruitful existence rests. Play, passion, and work each have their own distinct characteristics, but
they complement one another very well when they work together.

In a recent study, three themes in the production of an instructive toy were discussed: understanding,
aimlessness, and play worth, which together might aid the plaything designer.

These mechanisms are essential in production of a toy. His research, Vansdadiya, R. P. et al. (2022) however,
did not delve into how the concepts stated may be integrated into any sort of child development. To produce
toys that are relevant to positive learning outcomes, it has a meaningful play value that enable children to enjoy
themselves while playing while also learning from their play. According to Eberle (2014), describing play is
challenging since the concept is nebulous and multidimensional. According to the author of the article, a vast
range of human experiences, such as sneak glances and party banter, as well as sandlot baseball, scuba diving,
contract bridge, and Scrabble, all fall under the umbrella of "play," according to the author of the article.
However, in order to capture the entire field of play, he split it into six aspects in his study: anticipation,
surprise, enjoyment, comprehension, strength, and poise.

Based on children's social behaviors, Parten (1932) split play into six phases (see Table 1). As previously said,
each stage progresses through time as it reflects many characteristics related to the social development of
preschool children. Children develop favorably as their social contact with people and their surroundings
increases at each stage. Children's capacity to recognize people is displayed through compassion throughout
cooperative or labelled social play. The focus of this study is on how children's play influences their emotional
intelligence growth during the preschool years.

Table 1: Play unfolds through a series of acts.

PLAY DEFINITION EXAMPLE
The child is merely observing, not| Mayank counts the children and buckets as she stands
UNINHABITED engaging in any sort of activity. near the sandbox.
LONELY Children enjoy playing alone. ﬁga}; itli((;es things like puzzles, play with dolls, and ride
The child observes but does not| Two pupils are negotiating the usage of a balancing
BYSTANDER participate in the game. scale, which Rahul and Meera are watching.
Even when kids play together, they| Krupa and Jignesh sit next to one other and read books
ANALOGOUS tend to keep to themselves. or build blocks without interacting.
Kids collaborate on group projects,| Together, Harsh and Sanket like pretending to own a
COLLABORATIVE| discuss their ideas, and tell personal| restaurant in the dramatic play area or drawing and
tales. talking with crayons at the art table.
The kid seems to be having a great| After discussing and agreeing upon the rules and
MUTUAL time and interacting with the other| objectives of a game of hide-and-seek, Rakesh, Nikunj,
kids there. and Mohit invite their friends to join them.

This age group begins cooperative play later, thus it will be emphasised from the social phases of play with
preschool children. Preschool children engage in cooperative play before moving on to the next stage of their
life. The ability of the youngsters to interact and play with one another is essential.

To put it another way, the relationship between educational toys, play, and learning may be summed up as
being integrated and contributing to the development of a relevant educational toy design. Playing helps
youngsters learn new abilities and knowledge that will aid their development in the future, as seen in Figure 1.
Toys, on the other hand, are the means by which the learning purpose is accomplished. Using educational toys
can help children develop abilities in cognition, motor, social, and emotional development. In order to better
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understand how these three factors, affect children's growth and development, as well as how they relate to
academic accomplishment and mental health, more research on this topic should be done (Elkind, 2008).

Process/Method
Play

Purpose Equipment

Learning

Educational Toys
Figure 1: Educational Toys and Relationships in Learning

The learning cycle begins with play, a natural and essential process through which children explore,
experiment, and interact with their environment. Play serves as the foundation for learning, fostering
creativity, problem-solving, and social skills development. When integrated with educational toys, such as
building blocks, puzzles, or role-playing sets, play becomes more structured and purposeful, providing children
with opportunities to engage in focused exploration and skill development. These educational toys are designed
to stimulate curiosity, encourage hands-on learning, and reinforce key concepts across various subject areas.
Through play with educational toys, children actively construct knowledge, develop critical thinking skills, and
cultivate a lifelong love for learning, thereby fulfilling the ultimate purpose of education: to empower
individuals with the skills and knowledge needed to thrive in an ever-changing world.

3. Improving Children's Social Skills
4.
The writers discussed the principles of approaches for improving preschool children's group ability in this
subtopic. After evaluating a number of published studies, the researchers were able to provide a concise
summary of the methods used to foster positive social development in preschoolers. This study will look at the
role of pretend play, parental participation, and peer contact in preschoolers' social development.

3.1 Pretend Play

Bergen looked at how children's make-believe play impacts their growth and development (2001). This report
summarizes the advantages, challenges, and policy recommendations of playing pretend on children's social
and language development. His work implies that current studies on pretend play may provide insight on the
linguistic and interpersonal skills needed for academic achievement. It has been shown that children's healthy
development may be influenced significantly by pretend play, according to Lillard et al (2013). According to
the book, pretend play is a result of other aspects that encourage development and is one of several paths to
excellent growth. The findings suggest that social abilities are linked differently in solitary and communal
pretend play. Both sustainable development and sustainable development education may benefit from role-

playing.

3.2 Mutual Input Between Students and Parents

Playing with kids builds long-lasting bonds. Xing et al. (2017) investigated 2—5-year-olds. This study examined
the predicted and cumulative effects of mother and paternal authoritative parenting on socio-emotional
development. Preschoolers' psychological and social well-being under maternal and patriarchal authority
Greater parental psychological control predicts more behavioral issues and fewer prosaic behaviors. Hosokawa
and Katsura (2017) studied preschoolers' marital, parenting, and social abilities. A new study says destructive
and beneficial marital conflict affect children's social abilities. Findings advise investigating both negative and
positive elements of familial connections. Active parental participation in preschoolers' play likely benefits
their development.

3.3 Peer Interactions

During free play time, integration and non-integrated preschool groups' behavior is influenced by social and
isolated toys, according to Martin, Brady, and Williams (1991). According to the article, children engaged in
social behavior more frequently while they were playing with social toys than in any other environment.
Furthermore, integrated groups had greater social play than non-integrated groups. Coelheo et al. (2017)
looked at children's play performance, peer group collective acceptability, and the quantity of reciprocal
friendships. When it comes to children's social development, nothing beats the experience of playing with other
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kids their own age. Reciprocal friendships were linked to pleasant play interaction between the ages of three
and four, suggesting that children's play habits are an important factor in the selection of friends.

Because of this, a few characteristics of techniques and processes should be considered criteria for enhancing
pre-school children's social skills when making an educational toy. In this study, pretend play, parental
participation, and peer contact were mentioned as past methods for increasing preschool children's communal
improvement or collective skills. Further study of existing educational toys will be informed by these three
concerns. To design a toy that aids in the development of social skills, the three aspects listed above must be
considered.

5. Results and Conversations

Children's social skills are an important part of their development, and this paper examines how to help them
develop them. The writers synthesised all relevant information from the review and helped to build a
conceptual framework for this inquiry. It was unanimously acknowledged that educational toys are crucial
for pre-schoolers to learn social skills early on in life.

Cooperative play (pretend play, parental engagement, and peer interaction) can help pre-schoolers develop
better social skills (such as self-control, social collaboration, and assertiveness) through cooperative play,
according to the authors' research. When designing, the overlapping nature of the words "components" and
"subcomponents" should be considered. The relationship is being built in order to find out how social skill
acquisition, play characteristics, and educational toy design concepts are linked. This will also act as a guideline
for future research methodological development.

Furthermore, the authors feel that the progress of community skills in infantile children is critical and that
educational toys might help. The writers emphasised the relevance of role play in social skill development in
their evaluations.

Pretend play designs in educational toys may assist children explain the role they are playing while they play,
according to this theory. As a result, the students are better able to think and express themselves because they
can put their thoughts into action and tie them to specific instances in time. On the other hand, social
relationships with their peers of the same age group will aid in their social development. Peer interactions in
toy design allow pre-schoolers to communicate and comprehend one other at the same level of cognitive
capacity. When it comes to preschool children's social skills, parental involvement is a critical factor. Every
game in which parents take part strengthens their faith in their children's ability to communicate and grow
closer as a family unit.

6. Conclusion

The importance of preschool children's collective skilfulness as a criterion intended for the improvement of an
educational toy was investigated in this study. A deeper understanding of preschool children's social capacities
is needed by researchers and designers so that social development features may be incorporated into
children's play. Anyone with an interest in this topic might utilize the theoretical foundation provided by this
study to further their own research. As a starting point for long-term toy production, this theoretical notion
might be useful. Studies are now being carried out in order to analyze and research the patterns of
innovative materials using proven methodologies. In addition, studies are being carried out in order to
investigate the activities of preschool children in a naturalistic real-world setting.
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