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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT 
 The study entitled, “Humanity on the Brink: Ethical Reflections on Cloning, 

Organ Donation, and the Quest for Medical Advancement in Kazuo Ishiguro’s 
‘Never Let Me Go’” meticulously examines the complex interplay between 
evolving scientific fields and ethical controversies, employing speculative fiction 
to scrutinize both present and hypothetical moral quandaries. Set against a 
dystopian backdrop in England, Ishiguro’s narrative provides a profound 
exploration of cloned individuals destined for organ harvesting, unraveling deep 
themes of human essence, identity, and ethicality. The novel brings to light the 
ethical challenges spurred by the commercialization of organs and tissues, 
accentuated by advancements in medical technology and the controversial arena 
of cloning as a proposed solution to organ scarcity. This speculative fiction piece 
serves as a poignant critique of viewing human life and its biological components 
as mere commodities in the market, emphasizing the necessity for legal and 
moral examination of cloning technology. Ishiguro’s work is instrumental in 
delving into the emotional and moral complexities of characters created solely 
for organ donation, highlighting the pressing ethical dilemmas at the frontier of 
scientific discovery. The narrative acts as a mirror, reflecting contemporary 
issues within medicine and biotechnology, and raises significant questions 
regarding the commodification of human organs, the ethical boundaries of 
scientific exploration, and the societal obligations to balance medical progress 
with the preservation of fundamental human rights and dignity. By 
incorporating speculative elements, Never Let Me Goenriches the ethical 
discourse, arguing against the reductionist perception of human life to its 
biological parts. It invites readers to ponder the consequences of prioritizing 
scientific advancement over ethical integrity and compassion, advocating for a 
reevaluation of values in the wake of technological progress. This study 
underscores the novel’s critical perspective on the moral landscape of 
contemporary science, advocating for a harmonious integration of medical 
innovation within the confines of ethical and humanistic principles. This article, 
“Humanity on the Brink: Ethical Reflections on Cloning, Organ Donation, and 
the Quest for Medical Advancement in Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go,” 
embarks on an in-depth exploration into the entwined ethical, social, and 
technological dimensions presented in Ishiguro’s dystopian narrative. Through a 
speculative fiction lens, the study critically examines the implications of cloning 
and organ donation against the backdrop of rapidly evolving medical 
technologies, illuminating the nuanced moral landscapes that arise. Ishiguro’s 
novel, set in a speculative future England, serves as a potent vehicle for 
dissecting themes of human identity, the commodification of the body, and the 
ethical quandaries posed by scientific advancements aimed at extending human 
life. This research underscores the novel’s unique contribution to the ethical 
discourse surrounding biotechnology and organ donation, positing that 
Ishiguro’s work prompts a critical re-evaluation of the values underpinning 
medical progress. By intertwining narrative analysis with ethical inquiry, the 
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article advocates for a balanced integration of technological innovation within 
the constraints of humanistic and ethical principles. The findings highlight the 
necessity of fostering legal and moral frameworks that respect the intrinsic 
dignity of human life amidst the pursuit of medical advancements. This study 
offers original value by articulating the imperative for a redefined ethical 
compass that harmonizes scientific ambition with the preservation of 
fundamental human rights, urging a reflective pause in the relentless march 
toward technological conquest. 
 
Keywords: Cloning, Organ Donation, Medical Advancement, Ethical 
Controversies 

 
Introduction 

 
Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go immerses readers in a dystopian world where the ethical complexities of 
cloning and organ donation are explored through the lives of its protagonists. Set in a speculative future, the 
novel delves into the lives of human clones raised for the sole purpose of organ donation, challenging the 
boundaries of medical ethics and the commodification of human life. Through a narrative that is both 
haunting and profoundly human, Ishiguro confronts the moral dilemmas posed by advancements in 
biotechnology, raising questions about identity, humanity, and the value of life itself. The clones, who are 
depicted with deep emotional capacities and personal relationships, serve as a poignant counterpoint to their 
societal role as mere sources of medical salvation. This juxtaposition invites readers to reflect on the 
implications of treating human beings as commodities in the pursuit of scientific progress. Ishiguro’s 
narrative, marked by its emotional depth and ethical inquiry, pushes the boundaries of science fiction, urging 
a re-evaluation of our moral compass in an era of unprecedented technological capabilities. 
The field of science is evolving to address complex ethical controversies, particularly in areas like 
reproduction, assistive technologies, and organ donation. These discussions often verge into speculative 
territory traditionally explored by science fiction, including human cloning, animal-human hybrids, and 
genetic engineering. Such fiction plays a crucial role in examining not only current ethical beliefs but also 
speculative moral dilemmas. As medical technology, particularly in transplant medicine, advances, organs 
and tissues are increasingly viewed as commodities. This commercialization raises significant ethical issues, 
challenging the notion that human life and its components can be treated as marketable goods.  
The progress in organ donation is a direct result of advancements in medical technology, making life-saving 
transplants a reality for many. Yet, this has also highlighted the ethical concerns around the scarcity of organ 
donors compared to the demand. Cloning technology, which could potentially create genetically matched 
organs for transplantation, presents a contentious solution. The ethical implications of cloning for organ 
donation, where cloned humans could be raised for their organs, necessitate legal and moral scrutiny. The 
first cloning of human embryos for stem cell donation in November 2007 marked a significant step toward 
organ and tissue generation, yet it also intensified debates over the ethics of cloning.  
Cloning is not limited to reproduction but extends to amplifying any DNA sequence for a range of scientific 
and practical applications. However, the term “cloning” is sometimes misapplied in discussions about gene 
localization, leading to misunderstandings about the capabilities and purposes of cloning technology. 
Essential to cloning any DNA sequence is an origin of replication, which allows the DNA to be replicated 
within a living organism. Specialized cloning vectors are also crucial for various manipulations, including 
gene expression and DNA production. This convergence of technology, ethics, and market forces necessitates 
a re-evaluation of how one view the human body and its components. The challenge lies in navigating these 
advancements while respecting the intrinsic value of human life, beyond its potential as a medical resource. 
 
The Commodification of Human Organs 
As medical technology, particularly in transplant medicine, advances, the perception of organs and tissues 
has dramatically shifted towards commodification. This commercialization raises profound ethical issues, 
challenging the traditional view of human life and its components as beyond the realm of market 
transactions. The direct correlation between technological progress in organ donation and the life-saving 
transplants it enables cannot be understated. However, this progress also brings to light the ethical concerns 
surrounding the scarcity of organ donors relative to demand. The potential of cloning technology to create 
genetically matched organs for transplantation introduces a contentious solution fraught with ethical 
dilemmas. These include the legal and moral scrutiny required to address the implications of cloning humans 
for the purpose of organ harvesting. The significant step taken in November 2007 with the first cloning of 
human embryos for stem cell donation marked progress towards organ and tissue generation but 
simultaneously intensified the debates over the ethics of cloning. This complex interplay of technology, ethics, 
and market forces necessitates a thorough re-evaluation of how society views the human body and its 
components, striving to navigate these advancements while upholding the intrinsic value of human life 
beyond its potential utility as a medical resource. 
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Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go is set in a dystopian late 20th century England, exploring profound themes 
of humanity, identity, and the ethics of cloning through the lives of its cloned protagonists. The narrative 
unfolds in Hailsham, a boarding school that is ostensibly idyllic, with its expansive grounds, serene pond, and 
a protective pavilion. However, beneath this tranquility lies the school’s grim purpose: to rear human clones 
for organ harvesting once they reach adulthood. This transition from the sheltered life at Hailsham to the real 
world where they serve as organ donors encapsulates a journey from innocence to a predetermined fate, 
highlighting the stark reality of their existence.  
Hailsham itself is a complex symbol, its brick main building nestled in a verdant, secluded part of England, 
suggesting both sanctuary and confinement. The singular road leading in and out, along with the expanse of 
football fields and numerous rooms, mirrors the limited life choices available to the clones, confined within 
the institution’s physical and metaphorical boundaries. The omnipresent fences and gates further emphasize 
the duality of protection and imprisonment, blurring the lines between safety from the external world and the 
inescapable reality of their creation for organ donation. 
Ishiguro masterfully uses these settings and symbols to weave a narrative that questions the essence of 
humanity and individuality amidst the advancements in genetic engineering and cloning. The clones, despite 
being nurtured in a seemingly caring environment, are ultimately denied the fundamental rights and 
freedoms associated with personhood, living within the confines of a system that views them as mere 
commodities. Never Let Me Go challenges readers to reflect on the moral implications of scientific progress 
and the intrinsic value of human life, making it a compelling and haunting addition to the canon of 
speculative fiction. As James Wood points out, “they possess individuality and seem to enjoy it. But that 
individuality is a mirage, a parody of liberty” (39). The clones are not accepted into the outside world and 
they are put in specialized facilities which prepare them for the donations.   
 
Ethical Controversies in Cloning for Organ Donation 
GPT The advent of cloning technology, while offering ground breaking potential in the field of organ 
donation, has sparked a myriad of ethical controversies. The possibility of cloning human embryos for stem 
cell donation, as a step toward generating organs and tissues, presents a contentious solution to the problem 
of organ scarcity. This approach raises critical legal and moral questions, particularly concerning the respect 
and value accorded to human life. One major ethical concern is the idea of cloning individuals specifically for 
organ harvesting. This concept challenges fundamental ethical principles by treating cloned humans not as 
individuals with rights and dignity, but as mere sources of biological material. Such a practice could lead to a 
devaluation of human life, where clones are viewed and utilized as commodities rather than as persons with 
intrinsic value. Moreover, the ethical implications of cloning for organ donation extend into debates about 
consent and autonomy. Cloned individuals, created for the purpose of organ donation, are deprived of their 
autonomy and the ability to consent, raising significant ethical and human rights issues.  
This scenario provokes questions about the limits of scientific advancement and the moral obligations society 
holds towards all human beings, irrespective of their origins. The ethical discourse also delves into the 
potential psychological impacts on clones, knowing they were created for the sole purpose of donating organs. 
The existential and identity-related dilemmas that could arise for such individuals necessitate a 
comprehensive ethical review, ensuring that technological advancements do not outpace the development of 
corresponding ethical frameworks. Furthermore, the broader societal implications of normalizing cloning for 
organ donation could lead to stratifications and inequalities, where the value of life is measured against one’s 
utility to others. This raises concerns about the future direction of society and the kind of values and 
principles that will be prioritized. 
Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro unfolds through the reflective narrative of Kathy H., a thirty-one-year-
old woman who recounts her upbringing alongside her friends Ruth and Tommy at Hailsham, a seemingly 
idyllic but ultimately sinister boarding school in England. The novel, which possesses a deceptive simplicity, 
slowly peels away the layers of an alternate reality where the protagonists are clones, created and raised to 
eventually become organ donors. This revelation casts a shadow over their entire existence, retroactively 
infusing their childhood memories with a profound sense of tragedy and inevitability.  
Kathy’s narrative, which mimics an autobiography, weaves through her memories, detailing the transition 
from the innocence of youth to the acceptance of their roles within this dystopian society. As she matures, 
Kathy evolves from a regular teenager into a thoughtful adult “carer”—a role assigned to clones before they 
begin their own donations. Through her eyes, we explore the dynamics of friendship, love, jealousy, and 
acceptance under the most extraordinary circumstances. The complexity of these relationships is magnified 
by the characters’ understanding of their fate, influencing their interactions and personal growth.  
Ishiguro masterfully blends elements of science fiction with the poignant coming-of-age story, setting it in a 
world that closely mirrors our own, yet diverges in its ethical and societal constructs regarding cloning and 
organ donation. The backdrop of the recent past, combined with the speculative premise, creates a narrative 
that is both familiar and deeply unsettling. Never Let Me Go challenges readers to ponder profound questions 
about humanity, soul, and the ethics of scientific advancement, all while delivering a heartrending story of 
love, loss, and the inexorable passage of time. She introduces herself as, My name is Kathy.H. I’m thirty-one 
years old, and I’ve been a carer now for eleven years. That sounds long enough, I know, but actually they want 
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me to go on for another eight months, until the end of this year. That’ll take it almost exactly twelve years. 
Now I know my being a carer so long isn’t necessarily because they think I’m fantastic at what I do. (3) 
Never Let Me Go initiates with Kathy, the narrator, delving into her experiences with a characteristic 
hesitancy, emblematic of Kazuo Ishiguro’s protagonists. She shares the taxing nature of her role, both 
physically and emotionally, positioning herself as a conduit for Ishiguro’s thematic exploration. She details, 
“Television at Hailsham had been pretty restricted and at the cottage too” (121), highlighting the controlled 
aspects of their lives. The narrative uniquely addresses the absence of traditional familial structures, with 
Hailsham’s students identified only by first names and an initial, underscoring their creation and existence as 
clones without familial lineage. This absence extends to the mystery surrounding their origins, with 
speculative beliefs among the students about being modeled from society’s outcasts, reflecting deep-seated 
concerns about identity and worth. For example, Ruth speculates, “We’re modeled from trash, junkies, 
prostitutes, winos, tramps” (166), but the truth remains elusive. 
Hailsham itself is portrayed as an institution aiming to demonstrate the humanity of clones, despite their 
primary purpose being organ donation to “normal” humans. The controlled environment at Hailsham, 
including restricted television access, contrasts with the relative freedom experienced at the cottages, 
symbolise a transition towards understanding their roles in society. This thematic element resonates with 
Rousseau’s ideas on individual freedom and societal obligations, suggesting a parallel between the clones’ 
lives and the philosopher’s notion that humans inherently relinquish a degree of liberty as part of a social 
contract.  
The novel suggests that the clones, in experiencing life before fulfilling their roles as donors, attain a form of 
freedom, albeit within the confines of their predetermined paths. Rousseau’s concept that “every member of 
the community gives himself to it at the moment it is brought into being just as he is – he himself, with all his 
resources, including all his goods” (21), and that “people are still dependent on the state in order to gain a 
sense of freedom and thus the chains cannot be unlocked completely” (485), is reflected in the clones’ 
existence. The staff’s efforts to instill a sense of freedom and dignity in the clones, despite their ultimate fate, 
adds complexity to the moral landscape Ishiguro paints, inviting reflection on the value of life and the nature 
of human rights in the face of technological advancements. This portrayal challenges the reader to consider 
notions of autonomy, purpose, and the ethics of cloning within a framework that questions what it means to 
live a fulfilled life. 
In Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go, the narrative unveils a gripping tale that seamlessly weaves the delicate 
threads of human emotions against the backdrop of ethical quandaries posed by scientific advancements. 
Through the lives of Kathy, Tommy, and Ruth, the novel emerges as a poignant exploration of identity, 
autonomy, and the stark realities of a society that views individuals as mere vessels for medical utility. The 
guardians at Hailsham embody the complex interplay between compassion and complicity, nurturing the 
students while simultaneously upholding the very system that seals their fates. This dichotomy is thoughtfully 
encapsulated in the narrative, prompting readers to reflect on the moral implications of exploiting the 
vulnerable under the guise of societal benefit.  
The characters’ journey is marked by moments of introspection and profound connections, set against the 
grim narrative of their predetermined paths. Kathy’s reminiscence, “We loved our sports pavilion, maybe 
because it reminded us of those little cottages people always had in picture books when we were young . . . the 
pavilion had become the place to hide out with your best friends when you wanted to get away from the rest 
of Hailsham” (6), alongside the harrowing tale of the boy who ventured beyond Hailsham’s boundaries only 
to meet a tragic end,  
The woods were at the top of the hill that rose behind Hailsham house... There 
were all kinds of horrible stories about the woods. Once, not so long before we all got to Hailsham, a boy had 
a big row with his friends and run off beyond the Hailsham boundaries. His body had been found two days 
later, up in those woods, tied to tree with the hands and feet chopped off. (50) 
This powerfully illustrates the tension between their sheltered existence and the harsh truths lying just 
beyond their grasp. Ishiguro masterfully bridges speculative fiction with deeply human stories, challenging 
readers to ponder the ethical dimensions of cloning and organ donation. Never Let Me Go is not just a 
narrative about clones; it is a mirror reflecting our societal dilemmas where technological progress often 
eclipses moral judgment, compelling us to question the value we assign to individual lives in the pursuit of 
the greater good. In essence, the novel is a compelling meditation on humanity, a call to recognize the 
intrinsic value of love, friendship, and the quest for identity amidst the inexorable march of progress. 
Ishiguro’s narrative, marked by its haunting beauty and the inevitable tragedy of its characters, serves as a 
stark reminder of the need for empathy and ethical stewardship in an era defined by its technological 
capabilities. Through Never Let Me Go, one is invited to confront the profound cost of human advancement 
and the irreplaceable essence of human connection and self-discovery. 
In Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go, the clones’ experience of isolation and prejudice is profoundly 
depicted, underscoring a deep societal divide. The minimal interaction between the clones and the outside 
world is limited to necessary visits from gardeners or workmen, emphasizing their separation from ordinary 
human life. This detachment is further highlighted by the character of Madame, a guardian described as “a 
tall narrow woman with short hair who always wore a sharp grey suit” (32), whose rare visits to Hailsham to 
collect the students’ artwork serve a dual purpose. This artwork, heralded as a window into the clones’ souls, 
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is meant to humanize them to the outside world. The significance of this endeavor is captured in the 
narrative: “We took away your art because we thought it would reveal your souls. Or put it more finely, we did 
it to prove you had souls at all” (255). Madame’s discomfort around the clones, to the point of fearing physical 
contact, “she was afraid of us in the same way someone might be afraid of spiders” (35), starkly illustrates the 
societal fear and misunderstanding that further alienates the clones.  
This portrayal of isolation within the school’s confines mirrors the broader societal challenge of organ 
donation. The novel subtly draws parallels between the clones’ purpose and the real-world demand for organ 
donors, a demand that vastly exceeds supply. With significant advances in medical technology prolonging the 
lives of those with chronic conditions, the need for organs, especially kidneys, hearts, and eyes, continues to 
grow. As of March 2014, approximately 121,600 individuals in the United States were on a waiting list for 
organ transplants, with a significant portion waiting for kidneys. The discrepancy between the availability of 
organs and the number of patients in need underscores a critical healthcare crisis, reflecting the novel’s 
exploration of ethical dilemmas surrounding organ donation and the value of life.  
Ishiguro’s narrative weaves these themes together, presenting a poignant examination of humanity, ethical 
responsibility, and the complexities of medical progress. Through the experiences of Kathy and her peers, the 
novel invites readers to reflect on the moral implications of creating life for the sole purpose of saving others, 
challenging us to consider the depth of individual worth and the societal implications of our advancements in 
healthcare. 
In Australia, the rate of transplants is significantly lower than in some other countries, with only 10.8 
transplants per million people, roughly a third of the rate in Spain. This statistic highlights a critical supply 
and demand gap in organ donation, a dilemma not unique to Australia but prevalent worldwide. The Lions 
Eye Institute in Western Australia exemplifies efforts to address part of this shortage by coordinating the 
collection, processing, and distribution of eye tissue for transplantation. Despite their efforts, and providing 
about 100 corneas for transplant annually, a persistent waiting list for corneas remains, underlining the 
ongoing challenge in meeting the demand for organ transplants. The situation prompts various strategies to 
bridge the gap between supply and demand. For instance, Illinois has implemented a policy of mandated 
choice since 2006, compelling driver’s license applicants to decide on their organ donor status, which has 
resulted in a higher registration rate of 60 percent compared to the 38 percent national average. This 
approach, among others, aims to alleviate the burdensome decision-making process from the next of kin and 
potentially increase donor numbers.  
However, more controversial proposals, such as the sale of organs, have been suggested to further address the 
shortage. Economists Gary Becker and Julio Jorge Elias argue that monetary incentives could significantly 
increase the organ supply without disproportionately increasing transplant surgery costs. While Iran’s 
practice of allowing kidney sales and subsequently eliminating its waiting list is often cited in support of this 
argument, such proposals face strong ethical opposition. Many believe that assigning monetary value to body 
parts compromises human dignity and contradicts societal values, as echoed by the National Kidney 
Foundation’s stance against economic benefits for organ donation. Alternatives to incentivize organ donation 
while navigating ethical concerns include the implementation of an opt-out system, where individuals are 
presumed donors unless they specify otherwise. Such systems, utilized in countries like Austria, have seen 
success in increasing donor rates.  
Additionally, social incentive programs and organ mutual insurance pools propose community-based 
solutions to encourage organ donation, emphasizing shared benefits and collective responsibility. These 
varied approaches reflect the complexity of addressing organ donation shortages. Balancing ethical 
considerations with the urgent need for organs requires innovative policies and the willingness of society to 
engage in open, thoughtful discussions on the value of human life and the essence of altruism in the context 
of medical need. 
In the medical realm, the process of identifying potential organ donors within hospitals is meticulously 
organized. Organ network representatives actively review patient records to pinpoint likely donors before 
their passing. This preparation often includes conducting screening tests for factors such as blood type and 
administering organ-preserving medications, for instance, blood pressure drugs, to maintain the viability of 
organs until a transplant’s feasibility and family consent can be confirmed. This method enhances transplant 
efficiency by excluding unsuitable donors early due to infections or other disqualifying conditions, thereby 
minimizing the wastage of viable organs. This proactive approach also spares families of unsuitable donors 
the emotional ordeal of discussing organ donation, offering them indirect solace during challenging times. 
Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go delves into these complex themes of organ donation through its depiction 
of a society that breeds clones for their organs. The clones undergo a harrowing journey of self-discovery and 
dehumanization, marked by stages of donations that ultimately lead to their demise. Madame, a character 
portrayed as sympathetic to the clones’ plight, embodies the paradoxical attitudes toward them - valued for 
their contributions to human health but not recognized as fully human. Despite her advocacy for humane 
treatment, her interactions with the clones are tinged with a distant, almost fearful, respect, as seen when 
Kathy and her peers perceive her dread of physical contact, highlighting the societal ambivalence towards the 
clones.  
The narrative also explores the clones’ development and their interactions within the confines of Hailsham, a 
place that simultaneously shelters and isolates them. Through the tradition of the Sales, where students 
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purchase and exchange personal items, and the emphasis on creative expression, Ishiguro illustrates the 
clones’ yearning for identity and connection amidst their circumscribed lives. Despite showcasing their 
talents through art, the clones remain ostracized, their humanity overlooked by the society they are destined 
to serve. This poignant exploration of identity, purpose, and morality raises critical questions about the ethics 
of organ donation and the value of life, echoing real-world debates on the subject. Ishiguro’s narrative, thus, 
not only paints a hauntingly beautiful picture of the clones’ lives but also serves as a reflection on the broader 
ethical dilemmas faced by society in its pursuit of medical advancements. The stark contrast between the 
clones’ rich inner lives and their societal devaluation prompts readers to ponder the cost of progress and the 
inherent worth of every individual, making Never Let Me Go a profound commentary on the human 
condition and the complexities of organ donation ethics. 
In Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go the guardians of Hailsham play a pivotal role in both protecting and 
concealing the truth about the clones from the outside world, as well as from the clones themselves. This 
duality is exemplified by Miss Emily, the head guardian, who is depicted as having almost superhuman 
oversight over Hailsham. Her efforts, along with Madame’s, to humanize the students in the eyes of society, 
underscore a deep-seated conflict within the narrative: the desire to treat the clones as human beings versus 
the societal inclination to view them as mere sources of medical salvation.  
The societal ambivalence towards clones is rooted in a collective denial about the origin of the “miraculous 
organs” used to cure diseases. Ishiguro illustrates a society that struggles with the ethical implications of 
cloning, where the initial marvel at scientific progress gradually gives way to moral unease. As described, 
“When clones are first created in the 1950s, no one acknowledges where the miraculous organs that cure 
cancer and heart disease are coming from.” This denial extends to the treatment of clones, who, despite their 
human appearance and emotions, are relegated to the fringes of society, their humanity persistently 
questioned and undermined. Ishiguro contrasts the clones’ treatment with historical and fictional depictions 
of cloning, noting a shift from the portrayal of clones as “zombie-like killers” to “complete individuals who are 
fundamentally good and innocent.” This evolution reflects a broader societal grappling with the concept of 
cloning and its ethical ramifications. The clones in Never Let Me Go particularly Ruth, Tommy, and Kathy, 
embody this complexity, demonstrating qualities of goodness, kindness, and individuality, challenging the 
notion that they are merely “copies” of humans. The novel also delves into the existential dilemma faced by 
the clones, epitomized by Ruth’s acknowledgment of their origins: “We are modeled from trash. Junkies, 
prostitutes, winos, tramps. Convicts, maybe, just so long as they aren’t psychos. That’s what we come from. 
We all know it, so why don’t we say it?” (164). This moment of self-awareness among the clones highlights the 
profound disconnect between their societal perception and their personal experiences of identity, belonging, 
and humanity. Never Let Me Go thus serves as a poignant exploration of the ethical complexities of cloning, 
juxtaposing the clones’ quest for identity and recognition against a backdrop of societal denial and 
exploitation. Through the microcosm of Hailsham, Ishiguro interrogates the boundaries of scientific progress, 
the nature of humanity, and the ethical obligations we owe to beings capable of thought, feeling, and 
suffering, regardless of their origins. 
! Never Let Me Goby Kazuo Ishiguro intricately explores the concept of organism cloning, or reproductive 
cloning, as a backdrop to the emotional and ethical complexities of its characters’ lives. Reproductive cloning, 
which creates a new multicellular organism genetically identical to another through asexual reproduction, 
raises profound ethical questions within the narrative’s dystopian setting. This method, mirroring natural 
processes observed in plants and some insects, has been realized in scientific achievements such as the 
cloning of sheep and cows. Yet, its application to humans, as depicted through the lives of Hailsham’s 
students, ventures into deeply controversial ethical territory. Ishiguro delves into the personal ramifications 
of cloning through the institution’s approach to human relationships and sexuality. The guardians at 
Hailsham foster an environment where sexual relationships are both a curiosity and a hollow interaction, 
devoid of reproductive potential. This artificial separation of sexuality from reproduction underscores the 
clones’ alienation from the natural human experience. Ishiguro captures this sentiment, “That was why it was 
so important to them, this question of who did it with who. And even though as we knew it was completely 
impossible for any of us to have babies, out there, we had to respect, the rules and treat sex as something 
pretty special” (33). This passage reflects the clones’ deep-seated yearning for normalcy and meaning in their 
relationships, despite the impossibility of reproduction. 
The theme of love, loss, and longing is further encapsulated in Kathy’s attachment to the song Never Let Me 
Goby Judy Bridgewater. The song’s refrain symbolizes the clones’ paradoxical desire for freedom and their 
inevitable acceptance of their fate. Kathy’s interpretation of the song, not as a romantic ballad but as a lament 
for the child she can never have, deepens the novel’s exploration of identity, desire, and the inherent value of 
life beyond the utilitarian purpose assigned to the clones. Ishiguro’s narrative masterfully intertwines these 
personal struggles with broader ethical considerations of cloning. The students’ casual attitudes towards sex 
parallel their resignation to their roles as organ donors, a chilling commentary on the normalization of their 
exploitation. Through Kathy’s journey and her reflections on love, music, and the fleeting moments of beauty 
within the confines of Hailsham, Never Let Me Go invites readers to contemplate the human cost of scientific 
advancement and the boundaries of ethical responsibility in the face of profound technological possibilities. 
The journey from Hailsham to the Cottages signifies a poignant phase in the protagonists’ lives, offering them 
a temporary escape from their predestined roles as organ donors. This period allows them to experience adult 
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life, albeit briefly, filled with opportunities for love and self-expression. At the Cottages, free from the 
structured environment of Hailsham, they confront the harsh reality awaiting them. Tommy’s engagement 
with his art represents a connection to their lost innocence and creativity, underscoring the tragedy of their 
situation. Ruth’s reflection on her fate captures the essence of their acceptance, “I was pretty much ready 
when I became a donor. It felt right. After all, it’s what we’re supposed to be doing, isn’t it?” (41). Her words 
echo a deep resignation to their fate, yet a flicker of hope for something more lingers, showcasing the innate 
human desire for a life beyond predetermined confines. The narrative draws profound parallels between the 
clones’ experiences and universal human themes of lost childhood, identity, and the meaning of life, thus 
delving into the sacrifices made in the name of societal progress. Ishiguro brings these themes to a poignant 
climax as Kathy reflects on her journey and the accumulation of losses that have marked her existence. She 
muses on her childhood, realizing its significance, “the spot where everything I’d ever lost since my childhood 
had washed up” (213), highlighting the bittersweet nature of her reminiscence.  
The novel closes with Kathy’s contemplative moment, waiting for Tommy in a field, symbolizing her enduring 
love and resilience. “If I waited long enough, a tiny figure would appear on the horizon across the field and 
gradually get larger until I’d see it was Tommy and he’d wave, maybe even call. The fantasy never got beyond 
that – I didn’t let it – and though the tears rolled down my face, I wasn’t sobbing or out of control. I just 
waited a bit then turned back to the car, to drive off to wherever it was I was supposed to be” (282). This 
scene, laden with emotion, encapsulates the enduring human spirit amidst profound loss and the search for 
meaning within a life constrained by forces beyond one’s control. Never Let Me Go thus stands as a testament 
to Ishiguro’s exploration of love, loss, and human resilience. Through the lives of Kathy, Tommy, and Ruth, 
the narrative challenges readers to reflect on the ethical boundaries of scientific progress and the intrinsic 
value of each life, leaving an indelible mark on the discourse around ethics, humanity, and the quest for 
genuine fulfillment. 
In Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go the concept of human cloning is intricately explored, unveiling the 
ethical and existential challenges of creating life for the sole purpose of organ donation. The narrative exposes 
a society that nurtures clones in a controlled setting, ensuring their organs are primed for transplantation, 
highlighting the moral complexities of life commodification. This careful maintenance of the clones’ health, 
paradoxically aimed at preserving life only to later sacrifice it for organ harvesting, raises critical ethical 
questions about life’s value and the commodification of human beings. The clones’ existence, as depicted in 
the narrative, underscores a utilitarian philosophy that views them not as individuals with inherent rights but 
as mere resources for the “original” human population’s benefit. This perspective is articulated through the 
clones’ realization of their roles: “people within their right mind, do not find it particularly appealing to have 
a mirror image of themselves walking around. So they use people who do just about anything for money.” 
This acknowledgment reflects the profound ethical conflict at the heart of cloning for organ donation.  
Moreover, Ishiguro presents the notion that the clones require physical and neurological stimulation, akin to 
any human’s developmental needs, to develop fully functional organs. This care adds a poignant layer to their 
existence, nurtured and educated, only to confront a predetermined grim fate. “It is suggested that in order to 
grow or to become a fully developed human organs, it is crucial that the brain and body of the human clone is 
stimulated repeatedly, physically as well as neurologically.” This requirement underscores the inherent 
cruelty in being aware of one’s existence being limited to such a purpose, emphasizing the ethical quandary of 
exploiting sentient beings for the collective benefit. The discussion surrounding human cloning, 
encompassing both therapeutic and reproductive cloning, remains a topic of significant debate. While 
therapeutic cloning promises medical advancements by potentially generating tissues and organs compatible 
with recipients, reproductive cloning introduces profound ethical concerns. The discourse captures anxieties 
over identity, the psychological welfare of clones, and the ramifications of creating life explicitly for organ 
harvesting. Through the lives of Kathy, Tommy, and Ruth, Ishiguro compels readers to confront these ethical 
dilemmas, challenging the morality of cloning practices that view human beings merely as parts to be used. 
The narrative questions the limits of scientific progress, prompting a reevaluation of human essence and life’s 
inherent value beyond its biological utility. As poignantly illustrated in the novel, the struggle of the clones for 
identity and purpose in a world that perceives them as commodities urges a profound reflection on the ethics 
of human cloning and the deep implications of treating life as a resource. The role of clones as carers before 
they begin their own donations is a poignant exploration of identity, purpose, and humanity. Kathy, serving 
as a successful career, embodies the novel’s exploration of compassion and the complex emotions involved in 
caring for others who share a similar fate. 
Ishiguro delves into the essence of what it means to be human, suggesting that the clones, despite their 
manufactured origins, possess depths of creativity, artistry, and soul akin to that of any human being. This 
notion is encapsulated when Kathy reflects on her role: “Carers aren’t machines. You try and do your best for 
every donor, but in the end it wears you down. You don’t have unlimited patience and energy. So when you 
get a chance to choose, of course, you chose your own kind. That’s natural. There’s no way I could have gone 
on far as long I have if I’d stopped feeling for my donors every step of the way” (4). The narrative also 
introduces Miss Lucy, a guardian at Hailsham, who starkly illuminates the predetermined paths of the clones, 
shattering any illusions of a normal life they might harbor. Her blunt declaration to the students underscores 
the grim reality of their existence: “None of you will go to America; none of you will be film stars. And none of 
you will be working in supermarkets I heard some of you planning the other day. Your lives are set out for 
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you. You’ll become adults, then before you’re old, before you’re even middle-aged you’ll start to donate your 
vital organs. That’s what each of you was created to do” (80). Kathy’s narrative, rich with introspection, does 
not initially delve into her genetic status or her anticipated future, underlining a universal struggle for 
identity and belonging. This struggle is intensified by the clones’ awareness of their origins and their roles in 
society, leading them to grapple with the knowledge of their creation from societal outcasts. Kathy’s 
contemplation of her existence and those of her friends highlights the ethical and existential quandaries at 
the heart of their lives: “In fact, Kathy is searching for the original version of herself, the human model she 
has borrowed from. She suspects that she and her friends are copied from trash, junkies, prostitutes, winos or 
tramps. But no one knows for sure.” Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go masterfully weaves these themes into a 
narrative that challenges readers to consider the implications of cloning, the nature of the soul, and what it 
truly means to be human. Through Kathy’s eyes, we are invited to reflect on the deep-seated desires for love, 
purpose, and recognition that define the human condition, even in the face of an inescapable destiny. 
Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go masterfully intertwines the dystopian elements of science fiction with 
profound explorations of social repression, class, and the human condition. The novel presents a society 
where clones, created solely for organ donation, navigate a world that systematically dehumanizes them, yet 
they embody a struggle universally recognizable across the divides of class and caste. Bruce King remarks on 
the parallels between the clones’ existence and real-world social stratifications, stating, “the organ donation 
gulag, tucked away from public view and yet not kept fully secret, has its obvious real-world counterpart in 
what we call class” (101). This observation highlights the novel’s critique of societal structures that 
marginalize and exploit certain groups for the benefit of others. The isolation and fear experienced by the 
clones at Hailsham are reflective of broader societal anxieties towards those deemed ‘other.’ The rare sight of 
a car, indicating the outside world’s intrusion into Hailsham’s secluded environment, underscores the clones’ 
separation from society and their designated role within it. Madame’s discomfort and fear around the clones, 
“We’re all afraid of you. I had to fight back my dread of you all almost every day I was at Hailsham” (269), 
reveal the deep-seated prejudices that fuel the organ donation program’s moral and ethical justifications. This 
fear, mingled with revulsion, speaks to the core of the clones’ struggle for recognition and empathy.  
Kathy’s narrative and her reflections on her life and relationships with Tommy and Ruth shed light on the 
clones’ capacity for emotion, contradicting the perception of them as emotionless entities destined for organ 
donation. Despite societal efforts to suppress these qualities, Kathy’s emotional depth and the complex 
relationships she navigates serve as a testament to her humanity. Ishiguro uses Kathy’s experiences to 
challenge the notion that clones are somehow less human, emphasizing that the psychological and emotional 
landscapes of the clones are as rich and fraught with longing, love, and loss as those of any human being. 
Through the lens of science fiction, Ishiguro delves into the essence of what it means to be human, using the 
clones’ plight to reflect on themes of identity, autonomy, and the soul. The novel suggests that humanity 
cannot be quantified by the physical body alone but is also defined by the capacity for emotion, creativity, and 
connection. Never Let Me Go compels readers to reconsider the value of life in a world where technological 
advancements challenge our ethical boundaries, reminding us that the quest for understanding and 
compassion is what truly defines our humanity. 
Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go elegantly merges dystopian and science fiction elements to deeply probe 
themes of social oppression, class dynamics, and the essence of the human experience. Set within a society 
that relegates clones to the role of organ donors, the novel exposes the harsh realities of dehumanization 
while capturing a universally resonant struggle against societal stratification. Bruce King insightfully connects 
the clones’ predicament with real-world class disparities, describing the hidden yet acknowledged “organ 
donation gulag” as a reflection of entrenched social hierarchies.  
The narrative poignantly depicts the clones’ isolation and societal fear, with the rare appearance of a car at 
Hailsham symbolizing their profound disconnect from the external world and their preordained roles. 
Madame’s evident fear and discomfort around the clones, expressed as “We’re all afraid of you. I had to fight 
back my dread of you all almost every day I was at Hailsham” (269), unveil the deep-rooted biases that justify 
the ethical dilemmas underpinning the organ donation system. This blend of fear and disgust highlights the 
clones’ arduous journey towards empathy and acknowledgment. Through Kathy’s reflective storytelling and 
her relationships with Tommy and Ruth, Ishiguro challenges the notion of the clones as devoid of emotion, 
destined only for organ donation. Kathy’s rich emotional life and intricate personal connections affirm her 
humanity, countering societal attempts to diminish it. Ishiguro crafts these experiences to argue against 
viewing the clones as less than human, showcasing their profound capacity for love, loss, and yearning. Never 
Let Me Godelves into what it truly means to be human, pondering over identity, autonomy, and the soul 
against the backdrop of the clones’ experiences. The novel posits that humanity transcends the physical, 
being equally rooted in our abilities to feel, create, and connect. It invites readers to question the ethical 
implications of scientific progress and to recognize that compassion and understanding are the true 
hallmarks of our humanity. Ishiguro’s narrative not only captivates but also urges a reevaluation of life’s value 
in an era marked by technological advancements, reminding us of the enduring power of empathy. 
Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go thoughtfully engages with the ethical complexities surrounding cloning, 
organ donation, and the commodification of human life under the guise of medical advancement. Through 
the lives of cloned students destined for organ donation, Ishiguro critiques the mechanistic view of human 
beings as mere reservoirs of transplantable organs, challenging the notion that technological progress can 



8542  J. Alisha Josephine et al. / Kuey, 30(4), 2191                                                                

 

justify moral compromises. The characters, perceived by some within their world as lacking in humanity, 
autonomy, and soul, reveal through their art, relationships, and emotions the depth of their humanity, 
contradicting the perception of them as subhuman. Anita Desai’s observation highlights the narrative’s 
capacity to draw readers into a nuanced moral landscape, where emotionally repressed narrators illuminate 
the consequences of reducing life to its biological utility. Ishiguro uses this unsettling premise not only to 
delve into the specific dilemmas of organ donation but also to question broader ethical issues related to 
medical technologies and their impact on the perception of human life. The novel serves as a critical platform 
for examining current medical practices, suggesting that the prevailing system of organ procurement fails to 
address the essential humanity of donors. 
Ishiguro’s narrative destabilizes traditional views on organ donation, proposing a reevaluation of autonomy, 
consent, and the inherent value of human life beyond its utility to others. This call for a more ethical 
approach to organ donation and cloning reflects a deeper critique of how market economies and technological 
advancements contribute to the commodification of the human body, often at the cost of human dignity and 
the right to self-determination. As Never Let Me Go unfolds, it becomes evident that the societal and 
economic frameworks supporting organ transplantation and cloning have transformed parts of the human 
body into commodities, raising pressing questions about the moral implications of such practices. The novel 
urges readers to consider alternative approaches that respect individual autonomy and recognize the intrinsic 
value of human life, challenging the notion that the ends of medical progress always justify the means. 
Through this powerful narrative, Ishiguro not only explores the specific issues surrounding organ donation 
and cloning but also invites a broader reflection on the ethical boundaries of scientific innovation. Never Let 
Me Go stands as a poignant reminder that in the pursuit of medical advancements, humanity must not lose 
sight of compassion, empathy, and respect for the sanctity of life. 
 

Conclusion 
 
Kazuo Ishiguro’s Never Let Me Go is a profound meditation on the ethics of cloning, organ donation, and the 
essence of human identity amidst technological advancements. Through the lives of Kathy, Tommy, and 
Ruth, the novel paints a haunting picture of a society willing to sacrifice its moral values for the sake of 
medical progress. Ishiguro challenges readers to confront the dehumanizing effects of commodifying human 
life, urging a re-examination of the principles that underpin our advancements in biotechnology. The 
narrative’s exploration of love, loss, and longing underscores the indomitable spirit of humanity, even in the 
face of an inescapable destiny. Never Let Me Go serves as a poignant reminder of the ethical quandaries that 
accompany scientific innovation, highlighting the necessity for empathy, respect, and dignity in our dealings 
with all human beings. It stands as a crucial work that not only questions the limits of scientific progress but 
also reaffirms the enduring value of human connection and the complex beauty of the human condition. 
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