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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

This research work will help to understand the concept of Outcome-Based
Education (OBE), the accreditation process and ranking in higher education
system. This research employs a combination of quantitative and qualitative
instruments to explore the several aspects and the effects of those aspects in
relation to the interaction with the client and its overall influence towards the
institutional effectiveness and reputation. Outcomes of OBE indicated derivations
in graduation rates from 78% to 92%, employment rates from 82% to 95%, level
of students’ satisfaction from 83% to 90%, and achievement of competencies from
87% to 94% in 5 renowned institutions. The average ranking position indicates
that accredited institutions are, generally, higher ranked than non-accredited
institutions, with the proportion of institutions within the top 35 rankings across
all the three ranking bodies. Such conceptions are supported by qualitative
insights that confirm accreditation as a critical process in sustaining educational
quality and cultivating leadership in healthcare professions. Most rankings are
based on parameters like academic reputation and research and have implications
regarding the comparative performance and reputation of higher learning
institutions and over any or all of the VPAT elements influencing stakeholders’
behavior. Results of the analysis show that benefits arising from the interaction of
OBE, accreditation and rankings should be optimally harnessed to improve
performance and visibility of USA higher learning institutions. Policymakers,
educators an stakeholder in the development of higher learning institutions stand
to benefit immensely from this research in their quest to enhance the quality of
higher learning institutions.

Keywords: Outcome-Based Education, accreditation, university rankings,
institutional effectiveness, higher education

I. INTRODUCTION

Higher education remains an essential part of societies’ formation, moral, and intellectual capital, and
readiness for a world of work and innovation. In this matrix, the industry and standards of the education
institutions and their performance can be affected by elements such as OBE, accreditation, and rankings. All
of these elements work in a unique way together in contributing to educational dynamics process as well as in
defining the institution’s performance and reputation. Outcome-Based Education is an educational theory that
looks at the result that education should achieve in terms of of learning and competencies. This approach pays
principal attention to educational outcomes, thus guaranteeing that students obtain the qualities and
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knowledge base which will enable them lead a proper and fruitful life [1]. OBE deviates from the conventional
approach of adding value to the doctorate through classroom instructions but lays more emphasis on students
as the main recipients of the knowledge with the aim of producing well-equipped-worldly graduates.
Accreditation, however, is the process whereby educational institutions or even programs is checked against
certain standards set by outside bodies. The primary value of accreditation is to guarantee that academic
institutions reach predetermined thresholds of quality and performance, thereby strengthening their
improvement and reporting processes [2]. This is a sign of reassurance for students, employers, and the public
at large; showing that an institution has met the set requirements in standards. Another form of assessment
based on the list of the results of comparative evaluations is the University rankings which gives insight into
the performance and standings of the institutions. These rankings consist of basic components in the form of
academic reputation, student- faculty ratio, enhanced research activities, the quality of the faculty, etc and
students’ engagement across the countries [3]. They can play the role of forming the perceptions of the
prospective students and faculties about the institutions and can also manage the process of the institutional
strategies for their augmentation in a number of criterions. As part of the proposed study, the researcher
intends to compare OBE, accreditation, and rankings in higher learning institutions. Therefore, this research
intends to give this systematic synthesis and analysis of how these factors, as well as the influence that they
exert on one another and their degrees, play the part of presenting a systematic picture of how these aspects
enhance the twin goals of higher learning institution efficacy and image.

II. RELATED WORKS

In the recent years, technology has provided a new horizon to explore higher education and its diverse aspects.
This section gathers and discusses literature findings on OBE, accreditation, rankings, their effects on higher
education institutions, academics, and learners. In Outcome-Based Education (OBE), much focus is placed on
the outcomes — these are the stated specific course objectives that are realistic and have their efficiency
measured to guarantee education quality. This is important as the approach replaces the old way of educating
the students with thedirect method thereby preparing the learners for their respective careers. OBE has been
explored in other several settings and the following is the next research: several studies have been conducted
to determine whether OBE could be effective in teaching emergency medicine education and Gay et al. [15]
demonstrated in Their study, using scenarios arising from impaired providers, the need for the competency-
based assessment to determine readiness as well as safety in professional practice. In addition, Kim, Song, and
Kim [20] systematic review on the growth of pediatric simulation education in development of education
showcases how as Williamam port best OBE principles may be used support clinical practice supremacy in
instructional development and learning achievements in nursing education. This research reveals that the
employment of simulation and practical evaluation systems is paramount in realization of comprehensive
educational objectives set in line with OBE foundational principles. Accreditation can be stated as a system for
maintaining quality assurance, which checks institutions and their programs for adherence to mentioned
standards, and their subsequent improvement. It is invaluable in ensuring that standards for academic
integrity are upheld and the institution is given an added measure of authority. Based on the information
search, Licht et al. [21] underlined the necessity of practicing thorough literature searches in order to sustain
high quality standards in education and research, which is especially crucial in specific fields like assessment
of mineral oil hydrocarbons. The high level of detail and compliance with the process supports what is normally
associated with accreditation in higher learning institutions. Jackson et al. [18] discuss the influence of
leadership, noting that accreditation in nursing, midwifery and allied health professions and continuing
education are critical to sustaining quality and leadership in health care education. Based on the investigation,
the accreditation processes do not only check the compliance of educational processes with the necessary
standards but also develop leadership and innovation in the performance of academic programs. Ranking
systems offer a comparative assessment of institutional quality and reputations; they assist individuals in their
perception and evaluation of higher learning institutions in terms of quality and reputation. In detail, Marom
[22] analyzed the market dynamics and anomalous features in the context of the higher education
understanding how Punjabi international students feel in Canada. Many of the issues which were discussed in
the study showed that rankings and institutional reputation play a crucial role in shaping the students’
preferences and the overall educational environment. Furthermore, Hake [16] outlined the concept of adults
embracing vocational training, and from comparative historical perspectives, examined how to define research
objects as well as methodologies for higher education. This state of affairs illustrates the challenges involved
in which educational outcomes can be most effectively evaluated, and the ways in which the practice of ranking
may influence institutional objectives and research priorities. There are numerous works that link one or
several contexts of higher education to offer an assessment of their effects, including accreditation, OBE, and
rankings. Melendez et al. [23] also discussed ways for achieving land-based healing and institutional reparative
justice, and how collaborative models, multidisciplinary practices, inclusion of Indigenous peoples, and
Ubuntu principles for educating dymanics can improve educational practice andvalidation. Like my fellow
author, Nathan [24] also noted that health-care management and humanities should interact more frequently
where he argued that for the education system to produce more holistic type of graduates for the health-care
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system, there is need to collaborate with the humanities. This study, therefore, underlines the importance of
developing the first specific and non-reductionistic educational, utilitarian, pragmatic, and responsible models
and practices that are outside the simplistic and sterile reductionist metrics and rankings that do not reflect
the whole societal value and ethical equity. Another valuable field of knowledge in higher education also refers
to the growth of professional identity, as well as learning processes of students. Izuora et al. identified
perception and experience as major factors that influence the professional image that was formed by
occupational therapy students: “Our phenomenological investigation on the educational profession in
occupational therapy identified perception and experience as the most influential constructs that serve as
forces behind students’ formation of occupational therapy professional image” [25]. This paper illustrates the
need for good learning environment and support which can be promoted by improved accreditation standards
and sound cone out of OBE system. Despite this, future challenges are still present in the areas of OBE,
accreditation, and rankings as follow: The second focused on self-organizing, emancipatory patient
movements: Putturachetty et al. [26] discussed the discourses on patient rights in Southern Karnataka, India
and the existing inequities/ethical dilemmas in Health Care Education and practice. This paper presents facts
and arguments pointing to the need to have equity and diversity in educational programs and curricular for all
personswithout discriminating against anybody, all should be accorded equal and favorable conditions and/or
chances of career progression. Additionally, Jaakkola [17] described and discussed the element of learning
disorders in marine mammals in the centers of rehabilitation, comparison with learning disorders of children
in classrooms. This work more so recommends the incorporation of cognitive and behavioral approaches in
the process of learning, a position that aligns with the broader objectives of OBE in human education.
Altogether, the prior studies outlined above indicate a connection between OBE, accreditation, and rankings
when determining the quality and effectiveness of HEIs. Every element contributes to the largest extent to
make certain that the academic programs that are being offered fulfills its objectives and meets the needs of
the students and the society as well. The studies above offer important information on practice, issues, and
prospects associated with new generations studies in higher education. With these components working in a
coherent and effective manner, and the enumerated challenges being effectively redressed, it will be possible
to significantly bolster the performance, reputation, and effectiveness of educational institutions on the
students and society levels.

III. METHODS AND MATERIALS

Outcome-Based Education research, accreditation procedures, and university rankings in the context of higher
learning, as well as this research, use a mixed-methods research approach. It covers both the numerical and
the non-numerical data; therefore, it comprises a solid tool that would allow investigating the relations and
effects of these components on institutional performance and reputation.\

Data Collection

Sources of data for this study include institutional reports, latest accreditation standards, ranking agencies and
professional articles and journals. Information about all aspects of the OBE implementation is collected from
academic institutions that have adopted it by measuring and comparing their graduation rates, employment
rate, student satisfaction, and competency attained [4]. Secondary data consists of data on accreditation
obtained from various accrediting bodies to identify the accreditation standing, procedures, and results of
accreditation assessment. Ranking information is derived from reputable ranking companies including QS
World University Rankings, Times Higher Education (THE), and the Academic Ranking of World Universities
(ARWU) that assess factors like Academic Status, Faculty, Research and Scholarly Works, and International
Student Ratio [5].

Quantitative Analysis

In the quantitative part statistics is used in data analysis technique is used in the research. Descriptive statistics

help in presenting what is obtainable from categorized data, while inferential statistics enable the analysis of

relationship between variables such as OBE outcomes, accreditation status, and ranking positions by using

correlation and regression analyses. Specifically, the study examines the following hypotheses:

oIt has also been proven that improving the outcome of students, such as their rates of graduations and
employments, there is a positive indication of effectiveness of OBE.

o In this context, the data analysis has identified and proved that accreditation status has a positive effect on
institutional ranking.

e A number of studies have shown there is a correlative relationship between institutional rankings and both
OBE and accreditation results [6].

e Quantitative analysis involve data processing and graphical visualization using statistical software like
between SPSS or R. In order to simplify the analysis and facilitate comparison, the data is divided into two
main tables.
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Table: Summary of OBE Outcomes Across Institutions

Graduation Employment Student Competency

Institution Rate (%) Rate (%) Satisfaction (%) Achievement (%)

Institution A 85 90 88 92

Institution B 78 82 85 87

Institution C 92 95 90 94

Institution D 80 85 83 88

Institution E 88 91 89 93

Graduation | Employment Student Competency

Institution Rate (%) Rate (%) Satisfaction (%) Achievement (%) | Institution
Institution A 85 90 88 92 Institution A
Institution B 78 82 85 87 Institution B
Institution C 92 95 90 94 Institution C
Institution D 80 85 83 88 Institution D
Institution E 88 91 89 93 Institution E

Qualitative Analysis
The qualitative aspect is focused on in-depth, semi-structured interviews with members who are in positions
of power such as academics, members of accreditation bodies, and representatives of ranking organizations.

The interviews are scheduled to be conducted to get the relative evaluate their experiences with OBE, their
accreditation ordeal, and the pedagogy used in ranking universities [7]. The most common technique employed
in the analysis of the qualitative data is thematic analysis which focuses on endeavours to uncover themes and
patterns in the data to provide apparently richer and deeper quantitative analysis.

Comparative Analysis

The qualitative data is incorporated with the quantitative data to conduct comparative analysis and understand

the connection and correlation between OBE, accreditation and ranking. Some of the institutions are profiled

in this paper in order to bring out a litany of best practices as well as possible loopholes that need to be closed

the next section discusses best practices in the identified areas with reference to selected institutions [8]. The

comparative framework includes:

¢ OBE Implementation and Student Outcomes: Appreciating how and to what extent various institutions have
scaled and achieved OBE with the performance outcome of their students against the accreditation status
and rank.

o Accreditation Impact: Evaluating the durability of the concept of accreditation with respect to educational
quality maintenance and improvement and its impact on the ranking results.

e Ranking Methodologies: Evaluating the criteria being applied by the ranking organisations, and interrogating
how these criteria ensue institutional performance in OBE and accreditation [9].

Limitations

It is seminal to recognize certain vistas of this study. The availability and the amount of data collected may also
differ as well as data collection consistency between institutions, which might impact the study’s
generalizability. Additionally, the study also limits the number of institutions and ranking organizations that
are used in the study; this may not be representative of higher education environment all over the world [10].
These are overcome with some difficulties by using multiple sources and analyzing the findings using very
sound scientific analysis.

IV. EXPERIMENTS

The results of this study are presented in three sections: concerns: Outcome-Based Education (OBE) outcomes,
accreditation impacts and university rankings. Both numerical and textual research results are presented
within each section of the study.

Outcome-Based Education (OBE) Outcomes

Table 1 presents an overview of the outcomes of OBE in the 5 institutions under observation.

The appearance of the white-belled nuthatch compared to the black-belled nuthatch is mainly due to difference
in the color of the under parts of the birds due to OBE. The findings suggest that there were highly varying
trends in terms of graduation, employment, satisfaction, and competency rates of the learners across
institutions [11].
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Figure 1: A decade of quality assurance in higher education (QAiHE) within sub-Saharan Africa

Accreditation Impacts

Table 2 presents the data on accreditation status and its link to university rankings and is described in detail
in the next section. This study aims at understanding whether the processes of identification and accreditation
affect performance in terms of QS, THE and ARWU rankings.

Table: Accreditation and Ranking Data

Institution Accreditation Status | QS Ranking | THE Ranking | ARWU Ranking
Institution A Accredited 50 45 55

Institution B Accredited 100 95 110

Institution C Accredited 30 25 35

Institution D Not Accredited 150 140 160

Institution E Accredited 60 55 65

The analysis reveals a clear trend: It is, therefore, common to find that institutions accredited locally and
internationally fare well in the rankings. For instance, as much as Institution C has accreditation, it was
founded in 1993, and its ranking places it among the top 35 universities according to all the 3 ranking bodies.
On this contrast, Institution D has no accreditation despite receiving a relatively low rank which shows a clear
relation between accreditation and the ranking scores [12].
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Figure 2: Higher Education Response in the Time of Coronavirus

University Rankings

The paper also reviews the other parameters used by ranking agencies and how they map to OBE and
accreditation plans. The following are key findings:
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e Academic Reputation and Research Output: These are highly weighted in rankings and are usually supported
with sound accreditation and OBE platforms.

e Faculty Quality and International Outlook: Accreditation helps an institution offer quality education hence;
accreditation improves the quality of faculty and attracts more international students, all of which have a
positive impact on these ranking indexes.

Comparative Analysis
The comparative analysis brings together the characteristic features of OBE outcomes, vectors of accreditation
impact, and positions of universities in the ranking of world education systems to reveal their correlations.

OBE Outcomes | Accreditation | Avg Ranking Integrated
Institution (Avg %) Status (QS, THE, ARWU) | Performance Score
Institution A 88 Accredited 50 82
Institution B 83 Accredited 101 77
Institution C 93 Accredited 30 91
Institution D 84 Not Accredited 150 68
Institution E 90 Accredited 60 81
Discussion

The implication of this study is the strong relation between OBE, accreditation and the university rankings. All
of these factors interact with and rely on the others, making them a network of complexity within higher
learning.

Outcome-Based Education (OBE) and Student Outcomes

There are various reasons for which the data shows a positive significant relationship between OBE
implementation and student outcomes. H3 Thus, institutions with a strong OBE, such as Institution C, record
increased graduation and employment or competency achievement rates.

The applicability of the theoretical frameworks of OBE in this finding is clear because OBE stresses both
Program Specific Learning Outcomes and continuous monitoring [13

These advancements in OBE in these institutions imply that an educational strategy that centers its practices
on students and calls for distinctive, definitive results offers escalated educational proficiency.

Accreditation and Institutional Quality

Accreditation appears as an important issue in the assurance and improvement of the quality of education
provided by universities. In its current state, the source continuously demonstrates that accredited institutions
perform better than non-accredited institutions in different regards.

This is clearly depicted in the ranking data whereby various institutions such as Institution C and Institution
A were ranked much higher than Institution D despite being categorized as non-accredited institutions [14].
Accreditation enhances compliance with maximum quality standards; it catalyzes the evaluation and
implementation of set standards regarding the quality of the institutions’ performance.

These findings are underpinned by the qualitative interviews, with stakeholders identifying ability to conduct
extensive evaluation, coupled with focus on the quality as some of the valuable aspects of certification.
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Figure 3: Higher education strategy in digital transformation
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University rankings and institutional reputation

University rankings give college stakeholders a compendium of criteria to study and view performance
comparisons which in turn catalyze attitudes and behaviors affecting institutional choices of prospective
university clients such as students and faculty. The study also establishes that there is a strong and significant
positive relationship between OBE and accreditation performance measures and that high-ranking institutions
have high levels of performance in both OBE and accreditation measures [27]. Global rankings college and
university rankings produced by organizations such as QS and THE rely much on parameters like academic
reputation, research, and faculty. It is usually complemented by sound accreditation programs and excellent
OBE strategies. As illustrated by Institution C which scores high in all three organization, it has posted
impressive performances in these areas and thus, confirm the benefits of accreditation and OBE on the image
of an institution.

Integrated Performance Analysis

The mean integrated performance score, using OBE outcomes, accreditation status and the average ranking
gives a performance score of each institution. Here Institution C is ahead as it presents that developing an
integrated approach encompassing a rock-solid OBE framework, high accreditation standards, and high-
ranking performance can go along ways to improve institutional efficacy [28]. This analyzis indicates how these
features are linked such that changes to one could lead to changes to others:

Policy Implications

The implications of the findings made in this study can be stated as follows insofar as higher education
institutions, accreditation agencies, and ranking organizations are concerned. Special attention should be paid
to OBE frameworks that can be a good solution to increase student outcomes, consequently raising the
accreditation level and the ranking results. It is recommended that the accreditation bodies should uphold the
quality enhancements and accountability and aid the institutional promotion for quality objectives [29]. The
ranking authorities should therefore adopt other measures that can reflect on the efficacy of educational
institutions hence broadening the evaluation aspects.
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Figure 4: Comparative analysis of education policies

Limitations and Future Research

However, this study also has some limitations which are the following: This study is an attempt to understand
the connection between OBE, accreditation, and university rankings in a developing country. The sampling is
restricted to a few programmes only and there is a real possibility that it may not reflect the true position of
higher education institutions all over the world. Future work should aim to obtain more and diverse
institutional data to establish the accreditation designs and ranking metrics difference effects [30].
Nevertheless, most of the studies identified here might offer more specific information about these factors’
changes with time and the subsequent effects on institutions’ performance and reputation.

V. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, it can be said that the present study has discussed and evaluated Outcome-Based Education
(OBE), accreditation processes, and university rankings within the context of higher learning comprehensively.
The results presented in the study underscore the increased connection between these elements and their
impact on efficacy and prestige within educational organizations. This discussion leads to the conclusion that
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OBE as a student-centered approach provides emphasis on measurable learning outcomes and competencies
attained by learner towards better learners’ outcomes and better education quality. Accreditation is a vital tool
that helps programs maintain a level of quality and enhance the courses and degree programs offered in
institutions. In terms of fund-raising, programme participation, pass rates, university ranking, faculty
recruitment, and research funding, accredited institutions tend to out-perform non-accredited ones, therefore
asserting accreditation as a measure of institutional reputation and measurement of ranking performance.
Ranking systems primarily based on the academic reputation, research, and faculty standards offer a
benchmark for organizational standings as well as impacting the minds of stakeholders. As a whole, it is far
more productive to examine the relationships between OBE, accreditation, and rankings simultaneously, as
these three approaches collectively provide a thorough assessment of institutional quality and have many
practical implications for policy-making and strategic management in higher education. As this paper
highlights, by synthesizing and building upon the framework of the components outlined above and by
responding to the challenges identified, educational institutions will be able to aim for higher performance,
recognition, and contribution in the overall scheme of higher learning aimed at improving the quality of higher
learning and fulfilling the needs of learners and consumer
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