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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Higher education in India is changing and growing quickly, yet there are still
issues with quality and comprehensive student development. This article explores
the critical role that educators play in raising the standard of instruction and
encouraging all-around student development. It highlights the necessity of
creative teaching strategies that combine skill development with a values-based
education. In order to improve academic achievements through student-cantered
techniques, continued professional development, and technology utilisation,
teachers play a critical role as facilitators, mentors, and role models. In addition,
the study emphasises how value-based education fosters moral conduct, social
responsibility, and emotional intelligence while demonstrating how educators
may adapt their curricula to meet changing standards and the demands of the
community.

Another important area in which teachers play a key role is skill development.
Higher education institutions need to give their students the necessary skills to
increase employability in a job market that is always evolving. This essay
discusses methods that educators can use to help students improve their critical
thinking, problem-solving, and interpersonal abilities. It also emphasises the
significance of including soft skills and career preparation in the curriculum.
Academic, personal, and social growth of the whole student is one of the main
objectives of higher education. By fostering inclusive learning environments,
promoting mental health, and motivating extracurricular activities, teachers play
a critical role in society. Teachers can assist students reach their full potential and
get ready for the challenges of modern life by using a holistic approach.

Keywords: Higher Education in India, Quality Education, Role of Teachers, Skill
Development, Value-Based Education, Academic Development, Holistic
Development.

The present situation of higher education in India

The current state of higher education in India is characterised by a notable increase in enrolment, yet there
are still problems with relevance and quality when compared to international norms. Even though the
percentage of students in industrialised nations who pursue higher education is increased, it is still relatively
lower in India(1). This difference emphasises how India's educational system needs to be improved on a
systemic level. In India, obtaining a degree has taken precedence over learning and wisdom acquisition. As a
result of this degree-centric strategy, which places more value on formal credentials than on real learning
experiences, both students and teachers are attending fewer classes. Because of this, Indian higher education
frequently falls short of international norms, making its graduates less marketable on the global labour
market(2).

The teacher's position becomes vital in this situation. In addition to teaching material, teachers must create a
climate in which students can practise critical thinking, problem-solving techniques, and ethical behaviour.
To engage students and serve a diverse student body, they must use new pedagogies that go beyond standard
lecture methods(3). Teachers in India need to take on a more multifaceted role if they are to improve higher
education. This entails serving as mentors, subject matter experts, and holistic development facilitators. They
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have to make sure that education is equal, inclusive, and focused on producing high-quality learning results.
Addressing the present issues and closing the gap between Indian and international educational standards
will require high-quality instruction delivered by committed and qualified instructors(4).

In conclusion, even though higher education in India has grown, it still has to change from a paradigm that
emphasises degrees to one that emphasises knowledge, skills, and overall growth. Teachers are essential to
this change.

Quality of Education:

A strong higher education system's foundation is a quality education, which is becoming more and more
important for individual, societal, and international growth. Improving the quality of higher education is one
of the most important issues of the day, and it calls for a multipronged strategy to meet the various needs of
society and students. Fundamentally, good education involves more than just imparting knowledge. It entails
giving pupils the professional skills, problem-solving aptitude, and critical thinking talents necessary for
success in a world that is changing quickly. By taking a comprehensive approach, graduates are guaranteed to
be knowledgeable and capable of using what they have learned in practical settings, which benefits society as
a whole(5s).

The focus on professional skills is one important way that higher education quality is being improved. The
value of education is assessed in a changing labour market based on how effectively it equips students for the
workforce and lifelong learning. As a result, educational institutions need to combine academic instruction
with training in practical skills. This entails developing industry relationships, providing internships, and
supporting chances for experiential learning that close the knowledge gap between theory and reality. Both
nationally and internationally, the standard of living and the rate of development are significantly impacted
by higher education. Higher education institutions support social cohesiveness, technical innovation, and
economic progress by turning out knowledgeable and skilled graduates. Therefore, systems of higher
education have a great deal of responsibility. They have to make sure that their teaching strategies, curricula,
and assessment procedures satisfy international standards and equip students to compete and work together
globally(6).

Attaining these calls for a dedication to flexibility and ongoing development. For their curricula to reflect both
future trends and existing knowledge, institutions must update them on a regular basis. In order to use
cutting-edge teaching strategies, educators should participate in continual professional development.
Technology in education can also improve accessibility and learning experiences by giving students access to
a variety of engaging learning environments.

In summation, the advancement of society, the individual, and the world all depend on high-quality
education. Institutions of higher learning must place a high priority on helping students improve their
professional skills and make sure their curricula meet international standards. By doing this, they may
generate graduates who are prepared to make valuable contributions to the world at large as well as to their
local communities, accelerating development and raising everyone's standard of living.

The Teachers:

The effectiveness of an education system is largely dependent on the calibre of its teachers, who are critical to
the teaching and learning process. Teaching has shaped communities and has historically been seen as a
noble vocation. However, because of modernization, political meddling, corruption, and unethical activities,
teaching has lost some of its honour. Education quality and examination integrity have declined in the
medical and dental sciences as a result of certain educators prioritising financial gain over educational
integrity due to the commercialization of instruction.

The way that society views teachers has also changed, with a rising feeling of unresponsiveness and
accountability issues adding to the profession's declining regard. The advantages of traditional Indian
education, which places an emphasis on moral values and holistic development, have occasionally been
obscured by the adoption of Western educational paradigms. Traditional values and educational traditions in
India are being further undermined by modernization, which has created a society that prioritises material
achievement over academic honesty.

Systemic changes that support ethics, accountability, and a harmonious fusion of modern and traditional
educational ideals are required to elevate teaching once again. It is possible to restore the teaching
profession's high standing and guarantee that educators continue to be the cornerstone of academic
achievement by placing a high priority on teacher professional development and educational quality(7).
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Teachers' Contribution to Improving Quality of Education:

Imparting Value Based Education:

Value-based education is crucial because, without a suitable value system, skills are insufficient on their own.
In order to ensure that students' values are in line with local, national, and international social, cultural,
economic, and environmental realities, teachers play a crucial role in instilling these values in them(8). The
fundamental universal ideals of righteousness and truth can be firmly ingrained in educational structures.
Values serve as guiding concepts in life and encourage all-around growth. They include not only moral
behaviour but also the insight to know when to act morally and the virtue to do so. Virtue is doing the right
thing; wisdom is understanding what to do next; skill is knowing how to accomplish it. Instructors should not
just convey skills or knowledge; they should also concentrate on imparting wisdom-producing knowledge(9).
By fostering these values, teachers help students develop into well-rounded individuals who can contribute
positively to society. This involves integrating value-based education into the curriculum, creating a learning
environment that emphasizes ethical behaviour, and encouraging students to apply these values in their daily
lives. Ultimately, the aim is to cultivate not just knowledgeable individuals, but wise and virtuous citizens
equipped to navigate and improve the world around them

“We want that education by which character is formed, strength of mind is increased, the intellect is
expanded, and by which one can stand on one's feet” —Swami Vivekananda

Dedication

The destiny of a country and the quality of education are greatly influenced by the passion and devotion of its
educators. Devoted educators encourage and inspire their pupils to reach their greatest potential (10). Their
steadfast dedication guarantees that pupils obtain a thorough and significant education, encouraging
creativity and critical thinking. Beyond the curriculum, committed educators attend to the unique
requirements of each student and foster a passion of learning that lasts a lifetime. Their impact goes beyond
the classroom, imparting morals and abilities that support the growth of responsible and knowledgeable
people. Essentially, the cornerstone of a successful educational system and the designers of a country's future
wealth are committed and passionate teachers(11).

Motivation

A teacher should be a source of inspiration, creating an atmosphere in the classroom where pupils feel free to
voice their opinions and think critically(12). Teachers help students handle events and challenges with
confidence and reason by fostering such an environment. Creating an environment in which pupils' innate
curiosity and aptitude for learning can flourish is the teacher's job. In addition to teaching, educators ought to
set an example for students by exhibiting commitment, interest, and tenacity(13). Teachers help students
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achieve their goals with integrity and enthusiasm by setting a good example and providing guidance. This
results in the development of well-rounded people who can make valuable contributions to society(14).

Skill Building

Students' success in the global job market depends on their ability to grow their skills. It is essential to raise
the standard of higher education by giving students abilities that are on par with those of their global
counterparts(15). The increasing globalisation and liberalisation of economic activity make it essential to
produce highly competent human resources. Higher education is then forced to meet demands for
internationally recognised standards. It is crucial to prepare students to fulfil global needs and acquire key
competencies. Teachers, via their inventive, creative, and entrepreneurial ways, play a crucial part in this
process(16). Collaborating with businesses, social groups, and local government entities can help close the
knowledge gap between competent learning and skilled labour. These kinds of programmes guarantee that
students acquire the abilities needed to prosper in a cutthroat environment(17).

Influence of Calibre

Studies have indicated that pupils' academic performance is highly influenced by the quality of their
professors. As a result, an educator needs to be a lifelong student who keeps up with the most recent
advancements in their profession as well as regularly updates their subject-matter expertise(18). By
continuing their professional development, educators can guarantee that students receive a top-notch
education and are motivated to reach their greatest potential. Innovative teaching techniques can be
introduced by a skilled and up-to-date educator, increasing learning's relevance and engagement. Students'
comprehension is improved, and it also equips them to handle new obstacles in the future(19). In the end,
educators who are committed to their own education create a culture of excellence that benefits students'
intellectual and personal development.

Efficient use of resources

Producing graduates who are extremely satisfied, employable, and have a unique education requires the
efficient use of resources. Engaged educators can greatly improve their instruction by incorporating
extracurricular activities and a variety of resources(20). Lectures become more interesting and productive
when ICTs are used in the teaching-learning process, which raises the standard of education as a whole.
Teachers may accommodate a range of learning styles and maintain student engagement by implementing
cutting-edge teaching techniques and keeping up with ongoing updates(21). In addition to enhancing the
educational process, this dynamic approach guarantees that students are ready for the workforce. In the end,
thoughtful resource management and cutting-edge teaching methods create a stimulating learning
environment that is advantageous to both instructors and students(22).

Aligning Curriculum with Future Job Market Demands

Creating a curriculum that meets the needs of both domestic and foreign employers is essential to improving
the quality of higher education. In order to guarantee that students obtain the necessary skills and
information, a well-designed curriculum should address both future job market requirements and present
industry trends(23). This entails combining traditional academic content with multidisciplinary approaches,
soft skill development, and hands-on training. Frequent cooperation with employers and industry
professionals can yield insightful information for programme revisions(24). Employability and practical
application should be given top priority by educators in order to better prepare students for successful jobs.
Ultimately, creating graduates who are prepared to take on the changing opportunities and difficulties of the
global labour market requires a dynamic and flexible curriculum(25).

The Importance of Professional Ethics in Teaching

With the many duties instructors have and the difficult job of teaching, professional ethics among educators
are vital. Sustaining integrity and confidence in the educational system requires addressing these ethical
issues(26). A focus on professional ethics makes sure that educators fulfil their responsibilities with integrity,
which promotes a courteous and productive learning environment. Additionally, encouraging educators to
uphold professional ethics aids in the fight against corruption by guaranteeing accountability and fairness in
their methods(27). The necessity for precise rules and continual professional development is highlighted by
the current debate around ethics in the teaching profession. In the end, a dedication to professional ethics
strengthens students' and teachers' moral foundations and improves the quality of teaching(27).

The Role of Professional Freedom in Teaching

Having professional autonomy is essential to raising the standard of education. Teachers are in the best
position to select the most successful teaching approaches because they are the ones who know their pupils
the best; this freedom does not imply that teachers can act arbitrarily. The best learning environments are
those that foster teachers' inventiveness. Authorities shouldn't impose their own ideas on teachers, even
though they can provide recommendations for innovative techniques through professional development and
training initiatives. It should be up to teachers to decide for themselves how best to instruct, exercising
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academic freedom in the course of their work. This equilibrium guarantees that educators can create new
content and modify their pedagogical approaches to suit the specific requirements of each student, resulting
in a more successful and interesting learning environment(28).

Conclusion:

Education lacks direction and purpose when it lacks morality and vision. Developing well-rounded people
requires incorporating values into schooling. Value-oriented education guarantees that students develop both
morally and academically, helping them to acquire empathy, integrity, and a strong moral compass—all of
which are crucial for both individual and social growth. Teachers play a key role in this process since
meaningful education depends on their involvement and dedication to imparting moral principles in addition
to academic material. They act as role models, modelling virtues like integrity, decency, and responsibility,
which have an impact on students' attitudes and actions.

Teachers have an even greater impact in higher education, as this is the time when students are developing
their identities and getting ready for their future careers. Teachers who incorporate values into their
instruction help the country and the educational system as a whole to thrive. Graduates from a value-oriented
educational programme are informed, morally anchored, and socially conscious. Education that is focused on
values must be ingrained methodically. Ethics should be taught in curricula, and in order for instructors to
successfully incorporate values, they must receive training. This all-encompassing method helps society as a
whole and individual pupil, resulting in a more equitable, compassionate, and wealthy country.
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