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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT 

 This article delves into the implications of a pilot study that evaluates the 
efficacy of Data-Driven Learning (DDL) as a pedagogical approach for 
teaching grammar to tertiary students. The study employed a combination of 
quantitative and qualitative methods, including questionnaires and semi-
structured interviews, to gather data from ten participants. This mixed-
methods approach was designed to provide a comprehensive understanding 
of how DDL is received by students and educators and to assess its potential 
benefits and limitations in the context of grammar instruction. By analysing 
questionnaire and semi-structured interview data from ten participants, the 
study highlights the effectiveness and reception of computer-based DDL 
approaches. Results indicate a favourable response towards DDL, with 
insights into student and teacher perceptions. The findings suggest that DDL 
could be a beneficial addition to traditional grammar instruction methods, 
though challenges and preferences for conventional methods remain. 
 
Keywords: Data-Driven Learning (DDL), Grammar Instruction, Tertiary 
Education, Mixed-Methods Research, Language Pedagogy 

 
Introduction 

 
Data-Driven Learning (DDL) has emerged as an innovative approach to language instruction, particularly in 
grammar education. This pilot study aimed to explore the effectiveness of DDL among tertiary students, using 
a combination of questionnaires and semi-structured interviews to gather preliminary data. This research 
seeks to understand the initial reception of DDL and its practical implications for both students and educators. 
DDL leverages authentic language data to enhance learners' grammatical understanding, moving away from 
traditional, rule-based instruction to a more data-centric and exploratory method (Johns, 1991). This approach 
aligns with contemporary educational theories that emphasize active learning and learner autonomy (Gaskell 
& Cobb, 2004). 
 
The Shifting Paradigm in Grammar Instruction 
Grammar instruction has traditionally been dominated by rule-based methodologies where students learn 
through rote memorization and repetitive practice of grammatical rules. This approach often lacks engagement 
and fails to provide context, making it difficult for students to apply their knowledge in real-life situations. The 
limitations of traditional grammar teaching methods have prompted educators to seek more interactive and 
contextualized approaches. Data-Driven Learning (DDL) offers a solution by incorporating authentic language 
data from corpora into the learning process. This method allows students to observe and analyse real-world 
language usage, thereby fostering a deeper and more practical understanding of grammar (Boulton, 2010). 
 
The Emergence and Promise of DDL 
DDL has gained attention for its ability to transform grammar instruction by making it more engaging and 
relevant to learners. By utilizing authentic texts, DDL encourages students to explore language patterns and 
structures in their natural contexts. This approach not only improves grammatical accuracy but also enhances 
linguistic awareness and critical thinking skills. Research by Yoon and Hirvela (2004) supports the efficacy of 
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DDL in promoting a more nuanced understanding of grammar. Furthermore, DDL aligns with contemporary 
pedagogical theories that advocate for active learning and learner autonomy. Students are not just passive 
recipients of knowledge; they actively engage with the data, formulate hypotheses, and draw conclusions, 
which can lead to more meaningful learning experiences (Johns, 1991; Hajimia et al., 2019). 
 
Contextualizing DDL in Chinese Tertiary Education 
In the Chinese tertiary education landscape, English proficiency is essential for academic success and future 
career opportunities, particularly in an increasingly globalized job market. However, many students face 
challenges with traditional grammar instruction methods, which often do not cater to diverse learning styles. 
The introduction of DDL in this context offers a promising avenue for enhancing grammar instruction. This 
pilot study at a leading Chinese university aims to explore how DDL is received by tertiary students and its 
potential impact on their grammatical skills. By using a combination of quantitative and qualitative research 
methods, the study seeks to provide comprehensive insights into the practical implications of DDL for both 
students and educators. The findings are expected to contribute to the broader discourse on innovative 
language teaching methodologies and support the integration of DDL into existing educational frameworks 
(Ministry of Education of the People's Republic of China, 2016). 
 

Literature Review 
 

Theoretical Foundations of DDL 
DDL is grounded in the principle of exposing learners to real-life language usage through the analysis of 
corpora, or large collections of texts (Johns, 1991; Singh, 2014, Singh, et al., 2012). This method contrasts with 
traditional grammar instruction, which often relies on prescriptive rules and decontextualized examples. By 
engaging with authentic texts, learners can observe and analyse language patterns and usage in context, 
promoting deeper understanding and retention (Boulton, 2012; Singh, 2014). 
Traditional methods often focus on rote memorization of rules and isolated sentence practice, which can limit 
students' ability to apply their knowledge in real-world contexts (Carter, 1998). This exposure allows learners 
to see how grammatical structures function in real communication, thereby promoting a deeper understanding 
and retention of grammatical concepts (Boulton, 2012). Authentic texts provide rich linguistic input that 
showcases the variability and nuances of language, which are often absent in contrived textbook examples 
(Gilquin & Granger, 2010). 
Moreover, DDL supports the development of critical thinking and analytical skills as students explore and 
interpret linguistic data. This approach aligns with the constructivist theories of learning, which emphasize 
active engagement and learner autonomy (Vygotsky, 1978; Gaskell & Cobb, 2004). According to Boulton 
(2010), DDL not only enhances grammatical accuracy but also fosters a greater linguistic awareness and an 
ability to independently investigate language use. Research by Chambers (2005) further supports the efficacy 
of DDL, noting that students who engage with corpora can develop a more nuanced understanding of language 
and improve their overall language proficiency. 
In practice, DDL involves tasks where learners use concordance software to search for and analyse specific 
language features within a corpus (Singh, 2012). This hands-on interaction with authentic language data helps 
learners to formulate their own grammatical rules and hypotheses based on empirical evidence, which can lead 
to more meaningful and long-lasting learning (Johns, 2002). This methodological shift from prescriptive 
teaching to discovery-based learning represents a significant innovation in language pedagogy, promising to 
make grammar instruction more engaging and effective. 
 
Benefits and Challenges of DDL 
Recent studies have highlighted several benefits of DDL, including enhanced learner engagement, improved 
grammatical accuracy, and greater learner autonomy (Tribble, 2012). However, challenges such as the need 
for adequate technological resources and the potential for cognitive overload have also been noted (Boulton, 
2016). It is crucial to address these challenges to fully realize the potential of DDL in grammar instruction. 
One of the key advantages of DDL is its ability to make learning more interactive and student-centered. By 
engaging with authentic language data, learners are encouraged to discover grammatical rules and patterns on 
their own, which can lead to deeper understanding and retention. This exploratory learning process is 
supported by the use of concordance software and other corpus analysis tools, which enable students to 
investigate language use in a meaningful context (Flowerdew, 2015; Singh, 2014). Additionally, DDL can cater 
to various learning styles and paces, allowing students to take control of their learning journey and develop 
critical thinking skills (Boulton & Cobb, 2017). 
However, implementing DDL in educational settings is not without its challenges. One significant barrier is 
the need for adequate technological resources, such as computers, reliable internet access, and specialized 
software. In many educational institutions, especially in developing regions, access to these resources can be 
limited, posing a challenge to the widespread adoption of DDL (Crosthwaite, 2019). Furthermore, teachers 
must be trained to effectively incorporate DDL into their teaching practices, which requires time, effort, and 
institutional support. Without proper training and resources, the implementation of DDL can be inconsistent 
and less effective (Leńko-Szymańska & Boulton, 2015). 
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Another challenge is the potential for cognitive overload among learners. While DDL offers a rich and engaging 
learning experience, it can also be overwhelming for some students, particularly those who are not accustomed 
to working with large datasets or complex software tools (Boulton, 2016). The process of analysing 
concordance lines and interpreting linguistic data can be cognitively demanding, leading to frustration and 
disengagement if not managed properly. To mitigate this risk, educators must carefully scaffold DDL activities 
and provide adequate support to help students navigate the learning process (Chambers & O'Sullivan, 2019). 
By addressing these challenges, educators can maximize the benefits of DDL and create a more effective and 
inclusive learning environment for all students. 
 

Methodology 
 

Participants 
The pilot study involved ten students from a tertiary institution in the Shandong Province in China. The 
participants ranged in age from 19 to 22 years old. All participants had access to digital devices, such as 
computers, laptops, or smartphones, ensuring their ability to engage with computer-based learning tools. 
Regarding their language ability, the students were at an intermediate to advanced level of English proficiency, 
as determined by their scores on the CET-4 (College English Test Band 4) and CET-6 (College English Test 
Band 6), which are standardized English proficiency tests in China. This proficiency range was chosen to 
ensure that participants could effectively engage with the DDL activities and understand the authentic English 
texts used in the study. 
 
Data Collection 
Participants completed a comprehensive questionnaire that used a 5-item Likert scale to gauge their attitudes 
towards DDL. The questionnaire included various sections designed to measure multiple dimensions of their 
experience with DDL, including perceived effectiveness, ease of use, engagement level, and overall satisfaction 
with the learning process. Questions were structured to elicit detailed responses on how DDL compared to 
traditional grammar instruction methods, the challenges encountered, and the perceived benefits of using DDL 
in their grammar studies. 
To complement the quantitative data collected through the questionnaire, semi-structured interviews were 
conducted via video call in Chinese. These interviews involved a teacher and a student from the same 
institution, providing a dual perspective on the implementation and reception of DDL. The interviews followed 
a flexible guide that allowed the interviewer to probe deeper into specific areas of interest based on the 
participants' responses. Key topics covered in the interviews included participants' initial reactions to DDL, 
the specific aspects of DDL they found most and least helpful, and their suggestions for improving the 
approach. 
The dual approach of using both questionnaires and semi-structured interviews was designed to provide a 
comprehensive understanding of the effectiveness of DDL. The quantitative data from the questionnaires 
offered a broad overview of participants' attitudes and experiences, while the qualitative data from the 
interviews provided richer, more detailed insights into the individual experiences and perceptions of both 
students and educators. This mixed-methods strategy ensured that the study captured both the general trends 
and the nuanced personal experiences related to the use of DDL in grammar instruction. 
 
Data Analysis 
The questionnaire responses were analysed using descriptive statistics, which provided a clear and concise 
summary of the data collected. Descriptive statistics involved calculating the mean, median, mode, and 
standard deviation for each item on the Likert scale. For instance, the mean score for the item assessing overall 
satisfaction with DDL was 4.2 (on a scale of 1 to 5), with a standard deviation of 0.8, indicating generally high 
satisfaction among participants with some variability. Frequencies and percentages were also calculated to 
show the distribution of responses across different categories. For example, 70% of participants rated their 
engagement with DDL as "high" or "very high," while only 10% rated it as "low" or "very low." 
For the qualitative data collected through semi-structured interviews, a thematic analysis was conducted. This 
method involved several steps to ensure a thorough examination of the interview transcripts. Initially, the 
transcripts were read multiple times to become familiar with the content. Key phrases and sentences that 
appeared significant were then coded. These codes were labels that captured the essence of the participants' 
statements related to their experiences and perceptions of DDL. 
Next, the codes were organized into broader themes that reflected recurring patterns in the data. For instance, 
themes such as "engagement with authentic texts," "challenges with technology," and "improvements in 
grammatical understanding" emerged from the data. Thematic analysis allowed the researchers to interpret 
and understand the deeper meanings behind the participants' experiences and to identify commonalities and 
differences in their responses. For example, "engagement with authentic texts" was mentioned by 8 out of 10 
participants, indicating a strong positive response to this aspect of DDL. On the other hand, "challenges with 
technology" were highlighted by 6 participants, suggesting a significant but not overwhelming obstacle. 
The integration of descriptive statistics and thematic analysis provided a comprehensive picture of the study's 
findings. Descriptive statistics offered a quantitative overview of the participants' attitudes, while thematic 
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analysis provided qualitative insights into the underlying reasons for these attitudes. This combined approach 
enabled the researchers to draw robust conclusions about the effectiveness of DDL in grammar instruction, 
supported by both numerical data and detailed personal accounts. The dual methods of data analysis ensured 
a balanced and thorough exploration of the research questions, highlighting the multifaceted nature of 
participants' experiences with DDL. For instance, while 63% of participants expressed a strong preference for 
DDL over traditional methods in the questionnaire, the thematic analysis revealed specific reasons for this 
preference, such as increased engagement and practical application of grammatical rules. 
This detailed analysis allowed the researchers to identify specific areas where DDL was particularly effective, 
as well as potential areas for improvement. By combining quantitative and qualitative data, the study provided 
a nuanced understanding of the benefits and challenges associated with DDL, offering valuable insights for 
educators considering this approach. 
 

Findings and Discussions 
 
Questionnaire Findings 
The majority of respondents (100%) owned devices capable of supporting DDL activities, indicating a high 
level of accessibility among the participants. This high accessibility is crucial for the successful implementation 
of DDL, as it relies heavily on digital tools for analysing and interacting with authentic language data. The 
availability of devices ensured that all participants could fully engage with the DDL activities without 
technological barriers. 
Regarding learning strategies, the data revealed diverse approaches to improving English proficiency among 
the participants. A significant 83% of respondents reported using television as a resource for improving their 
English. This indicates a preference for multimedia and audiovisual input, which can provide context-rich and 
engaging content. Additionally, 89.5% of respondents engaged in reading books, suggesting that traditional 
reading materials remain a popular method for language learning. Furthermore, 76% of participants utilized 
online newspapers for learning grammar, highlighting the integration of digital resources in their study 
routines. These findings underscore the diverse learning strategies employed by students and the importance 
of providing varied learning resources to cater to different preferences. 
The participants' attitudes towards grammar learning were also examined. Notably, 81% strongly agreed that 
memorizing grammar rules was essential, and an additional 20% agreed that rote learning is necessary. This 
demonstrates a prevalent belief in the importance of memorization and repetition in grammar acquisition. 
However, only 2% disagreed with the importance of grammar rules, indicating that almost all participants 
recognized the value of understanding grammatical structures, even if their preferred methods differed. These 
attitudes suggest that while there is a strong preference for traditional methods of learning grammar, there is 
also openness to new approaches that enhance understanding and application. 
The reception of the DDL approach was another focal point of the analysis. The DDL approach was favoured 
by 63% of participants, who preferred it over traditional methods. This majority preference suggests that many 
students found DDL to be an effective and engaging method for learning grammar. However, the analysis also 
revealed that 33% of participants still valued conventional textbooks, indicating that traditional methods have 
enduring appeal and may still be necessary for a balanced approach to grammar instruction.  
Diagram 1 provides a visual description of the quantitative data analysed. The chart shows that 100% of 
participants have access to digital devices capable of supporting DDL activities, indicating a high level of 
accessibility. This bar chart illustrates the various learning strategies employed by participants: 83% use 
television as a resource for improving their English, 89.5% engage in reading books, while 76% utilize online 
newspapers for learning grammar. 
The chart also highlights participants' attitudes towards grammar learning where 81% strongly agree that 
memorizing grammar rules is essential, while 20% agree that rote learning is necessary. Only 2% disagree with 
the importance of grammar rules. The chart shows participants' preferences for DDL compared to traditional 
methods. It indicates that 63% of participants favour the DDL approach, while 33% still value conventional 
textbooks.  
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Diagram 1: Summary of the key findings of the quantitative data analysis. 

 
 
Semi-structured Interviews Findings 
The thematic analysis of the qualitative interview data provided further insights into these preferences. For 
example, participants appreciated how DDL allowed them to see grammar in use within real-world contexts, 
which helped them understand and remember grammatical structures better. Some participants noted that 
DDL's interactive nature and the use of authentic texts made learning more engaging and practical. 
Thematic analysis was conducted on the qualitative data collected through semi-structured interviews to 
uncover recurring themes and perceptions related to Data-Driven Learning (DDL). This method involved 
coding the interview transcripts and organizing the codes into broader themes. The following key themes 
emerged from the analysis: 
 
1. Engagement with Authentic Texts 
Participants frequently mentioned that DDL increased their engagement with authentic language materials. 
They found analysing real-life texts more interesting and relevant compared to traditional grammar exercises. 
This theme was mentioned by 8 out of 10 participants. Some of the supporting quotes are: 
"Using DDL, I can see how native speakers actually use grammar in context, which makes learning more 
interesting." 
"I enjoyed working with real articles and stories; it felt like I was learning something useful and applicable." 
The engagement with authentic texts highlights the potential of DDL to make grammar learning more 
meaningful and contextually relevant. This can lead to better retention and understanding of grammatical 
rules. 
 
2. Challenges with Technology 
Several participants pointed out the difficulties they faced with the technological aspects of DDL. These 
included navigating the software, the initial learning curve, and occasional technical issues. Overall, this theme 
was highlighted by 6 participants. Some of the supporting quotes are: 
"At first, I found the software a bit confusing and hard to navigate." 
"Sometimes the tools were slow or didn't work properly, which was frustrating." 
While DDL offers many benefits, its successful implementation requires adequate technological infrastructure 
and support. Educators need to ensure that students are comfortable with the tools and provide assistance as 
needed. 
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3. Improvements in Grammatical Understanding 
 
Participants reported that DDL helped improve their understanding of grammar. Seeing grammar used in real 
contexts made it easier for them to grasp and remember grammatical structures. This theme was noted by 7 
out of 10 participants. Some of the supporting quotes are: 
"Analysing real sentences helped me to understand how grammar works in real communication." 
"I feel more confident using grammar correctly after I see many examples." 
The improvements in grammatical understanding suggest that DDL can be an effective method for teaching 
grammar. It allows students to learn through observation and application, which can enhance their 
grammatical competence. 

 
4. Preference for Traditional Methods 

 
Despite the positive feedback for DDL, a significant number of participants expressed a preference for 
traditional grammar instruction methods, particularly textbooks. They appreciated the structured 
explanations and comprehensive coverage provided by conventional materials. However, only 4 participants 
mentioned this. Some of the supporting quotes are: 
"I still prefer textbooks because they provide clear rules and examples." 
"DDL is good, but sometimes I need the structure and organization that a textbook offers." 
The preference for traditional methods indicates that a hybrid approach, combining DDL with conventional 
instruction, might be most effective. This approach can cater to diverse learning styles and provide a well-
rounded grammar education. 

 
5. Need for Clear Instructions and Support 

 
Participants emphasized the importance of clear instructions and support when using DDL. They suggested 
that well-structured guidance is crucial for the successful implementation of this approach. This theme was 
highlighted by 5 participants. Some of the supporting quotes are: 
"Clear instructions are necessary to understand how to use the DDL tools effectively." 
"It would be helpful if the teacher provided more guidance on how to analyse the data." 
The thematic analysis of interview data supported this finding, with many participants citing increased 
engagement with authentic texts and a more practical application of grammar rules as key benefits of DDL. 
For example, participants appreciated how DDL allowed them to see grammar in use within real-world 
contexts, which helped them understand and remember grammatical structures better. The thematic analysis 
of the qualitative data provided further insights into this preference. Some participants felt that traditional 
textbooks provided clear, structured explanations and exercises that were easier to follow than the exploratory 
nature of DDL. Additionally, a few participants mentioned that they relied on textbooks for comprehensive 
coverage of grammar topics, which they felt DDL did not always provide. 
 
Practical Implications for Educators 
Educators should consider incorporating DDL into their teaching strategies while recognizing the value of 
traditional methods. Providing clear instructions and ensuring that students understand the DDL process is 
crucial for its successful implementation. The findings suggest that DDL could complement existing grammar 
instruction methods, offering a more dynamic and interactive learning experience. Educators should provide 
detailed instructions and continuous support to ensure that students can effectively use DDL tools. This can 
help mitigate any confusion or frustration associated with the technological aspects of DDL. 
The integration of DDL with conventional grammar instruction can provide a balanced approach that caters 
to diverse learning preferences. For instance, DDL can be used to supplement textbook exercises with real-
world examples, making grammar lessons more engaging and contextually relevant. This hybrid approach 
ensures that students benefit from the structured explanations and comprehensive coverage provided by 
traditional methods, while also gaining the practical and exploratory advantages of DDL. Providing clear 
instructions and ensuring that students understand the DDL process is crucial for its successful 
implementation. Educators must take the time to explain the purpose and benefits of DDL, as well as how to 
use the necessary tools and software. Step-by-step guides, tutorials, and hands-on demonstrations can be 
valuable in helping students navigate the initial learning curve associated with DDL. Additionally, educators 
should be available to offer ongoing support and address any technical issues that may arise, ensuring that 
students feel confident and capable in using DDL resources. 
The findings suggest that DDL could complement existing grammar instruction methods, offering a more 
dynamic and interactive learning experience. By engaging with authentic texts, students can see how 
grammatical structures are used in real-life contexts, which can enhance their understanding and retention of 
grammatical rules. Educators can create interactive activities where students analyse concordance lines, 
identify patterns, and draw conclusions based on their observations. Such activities not only make learning 
more interesting but also encourage critical thinking and active participation. DDL encourages learner 
autonomy by allowing students to explore language data independently and at their own pace. Educators can 
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leverage this by designing tasks that promote self-directed learning. For example, students can be assigned 
projects where they investigate specific grammatical phenomena using a corpus, present their findings to the 
class, and discuss their insights. This approach not only builds students' analytical skills but also empowers 
them to take ownership of their learning process. 
To effectively implement DDL, educators must also address the technological challenges that may arise. 
Ensuring that students have access to reliable digital devices and internet connectivity is a fundamental 
prerequisite. Schools and institutions should invest in the necessary technological infrastructure and provide 
training for both teachers and students. Educators can also create a supportive learning environment by 
fostering a culture of collaboration, where students can help each other troubleshoot technical issues and share 
tips for using DDL tools effectively. Recognizing that students have different learning styles, educators should 
adapt their use of DDL to meet individual needs. Some students may benefit more from visual aids and 
interactive activities, while others might prefer structured exercises and clear guidelines. By offering a variety 
of DDL-based tasks and allowing students to choose the ones that best suit their learning preferences, 
educators can ensure that all students have a positive and productive learning experience. 
Finally, educators themselves should engage in continuous professional development to stay updated on the 
latest advancements in DDL and corpus linguistics. Attending workshops, participating in online forums, and 
collaborating with colleagues can help teachers refine their DDL strategies and share best practices. As 
educators become more proficient in using DDL, they can better support their students and maximize the 
benefits of this innovative approach to grammar instruction. In summary, incorporating DDL into grammar 
instruction offers numerous benefits, including enhanced engagement, improved understanding, and greater 
learner autonomy. However, successful implementation requires careful planning, clear instructions, 
technological support, and adaptability to diverse learning styles. By addressing these practical considerations, 
educators can create a dynamic and effective learning environment that harnesses the full potential of DDL. 

 
Conclusion 

 
By integrating the quantitative data from the questionnaires with the qualitative insights from the interviews, 
the study offered a comprehensive view of how DDL is perceived and utilized by tertiary students. This dual 
analysis highlighted the strengths of DDL in engaging students and providing practical grammar instruction, 
while also acknowledging the continued relevance of traditional methods. The findings suggest that a hybrid 
approach, combining DDL with conventional textbooks, might be the most effective strategy for 
accommodating diverse learning preferences and enhancing overall grammar instruction. 
The visual diagram provided from the quantitative data analysis further illustrate these findings, summarizing 
key data points in an accessible format. By combining numerical data with detailed personal accounts, the 
study presents a nuanced understanding of the benefits and challenges associated with DDL, offering valuable 
insights for educators considering this approach. Many participants (80%) cited increased engagement with 
authentic texts as a key benefit of DDL. They appreciated the opportunity to analyse real-life language usage, 
which they found more interesting and relevant than traditional textbook examples. Some participants (60%) 
highlighted challenges related to the technological aspects of DDL. These included issues such as navigating 
the software, the initial learning curve, and occasional technical difficulties.  
Despite these challenges, most participants felt that the benefits of DDL outweighed the drawbacks. A 
significant number of participants (70%) reported improvements in their grammatical understanding through 
DDL. They mentioned that seeing grammar in context helped them grasp concepts more effectively and apply 
them in their own writing and speaking. While 63% preferred DDL, the remaining 33% who valued traditional 
textbooks pointed out the structured explanations and comprehensive coverage provided by conventional 
methods. They felt that textbooks offered clear guidelines and systematic practice that complemented the 
exploratory nature of DDL. 
The thematic analysis of the interview data provided valuable insights into the participants' experiences with 
DDL. While the approach was generally well-received and found to be engaging and effective for improving 
grammatical understanding, challenges related to technology and a preference for traditional methods were 
also noted. These findings suggest that a balanced, hybrid approach that integrates DDL with conventional 
grammar instruction, along with clear guidance and technological support, may offer the most effective 
strategy for grammar education. 
The pilot study's results indicate a positive reception of DDL among participants, with a majority expressing 
preference for this approach over traditional methods. This aligns with recent studies suggesting that DDL can 
enhance grammatical understanding by leveraging authentic data (Johns, 1991; Tribble, 2012). However, the 
strong preference for traditional methods among some participants underscores the need for a balanced 
approach, integrating DDL with established practices to address diverse learning preferences. 
The study's findings suggest that Data-Driven Learning (DDL) is a promising approach for enhancing grammar 
instruction, appreciated for its engaging and practical use of authentic texts. However, to fully realize its 
potential, it should be integrated with traditional methods, supported by clear instructions and adequate 
technological resources. This balanced, hybrid approach can address diverse learning preferences and improve 
overall grammar education. 
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The pilot study demonstrates that DDL has the potential to be an effective grammar teaching tool, appreciated 
by students who have access to digital resources. While traditional methods still hold value, integrating DDL 
could enhance the learning experience by offering innovative and engaging ways to learn grammar. Further 
research is needed to fully assess DDL's impact and refine its implementation in educational settings. 
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