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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Submitted: 12-11-2023  India is a nation which is famous all over the world for its unique cultural and

Reviewed: 02-12- 2023  religious diversities. Here various religions, cultures and ideologies meet, which

Accepted: 25-12-2023 makes it a rich and diverse society. Jainism has an important place in Indian
society, which has had a profound influence not only on Indian culture but also
on Indian philosophy and ethics. The principles of Jainism such as non-violence,
non-possession, and truth provide a moral direction to Indian society. The
contribution of the great Acharya of Jainism, Shrimad Vijay Vallabh Suri
Maharaj, was very important in expanding this religion as well as in the cultural
and social upliftment of Indian society. His life was not limited to religious
practice only, but he was also a social reformer and a great thinker, who made
continuous efforts to bring about change in the society through his works.

The life of Acharya Shrimad Vijay Vallabh Suri Maharaj was significant in bringing religious and social
awareness in the Indian society. He not only preached Jainism but also left a deep impact on various aspects
of the society. His life was a symbol of struggle, dedication, and service. He constantly worked to bring reforms
in the society by following the orders of the Guru. His teachings and work became a source of inspiration not
only for the Jain community but for the entire Indian society. Abbreviations: Birth and Early Life, Initiation
and Resolve, Religious and Social Contributions, Major Works, Demise and Inspiration

Life Introduction

Acharya Shrimad Vijay Vallabh Suri Maharaj was born on October 26, 1870 in Vadodara district of Gujarat. He
was born on the day of Kartik Shukla Dwitiya (Bhai Dooj). A renowned Jain of Vadodara his family belonged
to a family that followed the principles of religion and morality. His father's name was Deepchand and mother's
name was Ichchha Bai. His family was very strong from the religious point of view and high moral standards
were always followed in the house. Acharya Vallabh Vijay's life was influenced by his family and gurus since
childhood, and this was the reason why he was taught religion and morality from childhood.

Acharya Vijay Vallabh's life was initially happy and peaceful. He was born in a reputed Jain family and his
childhood was spent with the love and care of the family. But, at a very young age his parents passed away,
which gave a profound turn to his life. This tragic event was not only a personal loss for him but it proved to be
a life-changing one. Without the love and guidance of his parents, he set out to find the true meaning and
purpose of life.

This difficult time led him to self-reflection and introspection. He realised that material happiness and wealth
are not permanent and the true meaning of life lies in enlightenment, peace of soul and salvation. This
experience became profound and guiding for him, which defined the purpose of his life. He understood that
attachment to material things provides only momentary happiness, while true happiness and peace can only
be achieved through self-knowledge and spiritual practice.

After this incident, he decided to devote his life completely to religious practice and social service. This decision
of his completely distanced him from material pleasures and worldly desires. He not only moved towards self-
realization, but also resolved to work for the society. He believed that along with personal salvation, the welfare
of society is also an essential duty.
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His journey made him not only a religious saint but also established him as a social reformer who brought
positive changes in the society through the promotion of education, awareness and morality. He transformed
the grief caused by the death of his parents into his self-power and accepted it as the purpose of his life.

This incident proved to be a turning point in his life, establishing him not just as a follower of Jainism but as a
great guide and social worker. His life teaches that while facing challenges and sufferings, they can be
transformed into a higher purpose and service.

Inspiration for Social Service

The biggest change in the life of Acharya Vijay Vallabh Suri Maharaj came when he received Muni Diksha from
the great social reformer and spiritual guru Shri Atmaramji Maharaj at the age of just 17. This event was a
turning point in his life, which completely changed the direction of his future. Before initiation, he had deeply
understood the last wishes of his parents, which included The message contained that the real purpose of life
lies in religion, sadhana and social service. He made this the aim of his life and resolved to become a sadhak
and social worker by renouncing worldly attachments.

Taking initiation was not just a religious ritual for him, but it was a symbol of his dedication, discipline and
strong will. Under the guidance of a learned and ideal Guru like Shri Atmaramji Maharaj, he understood the
deep principles of religion and started his journey towards enlightenment. His devotion and loyalty towards
the Guru was unparalleled, and he completely dedicated himself to the service of religion and society under the
guidance of his Guru.

This initiation was the beginning of a new chapter in his life. This change not only gave a new direction to his
personal life, but he also made a deep impact on the society with his works and teachings. His life shows that
with determination and right guidance, the biggest purpose of life can be achieved. This decision of his
established him as a great saint, thinker and social reformer, whose teachings and works are a source of
inspiration in the society even today.

After initiation, he named himself 'Vijay Vallabh', which became a symbol of his life's purpose and his
contribution to society. This name was the beginning of a new chapter in his life, and with this name he became
active in spreading the principles of Jainism in society. His life was now dedicated not only towards sadhana
and moksha, but also towards the service and reform of society. He always adopted the ideology that religion
is not only for personal liberation, but it should also be spread for the welfare of society.

Guru's Teachings and Spiritual Journey

Acharya Shrimad Vijay Vallabh Suri Maharaj's life was inspired by the teachings and guidance of his Guru, Shri
Atmaramji Maharaj. He started his spiritual journey by following the Guru's instructions and as a result, he got
connected to the deep principles of Jainism. His Guru taught him the basic principles of Jainism, such as non-
violence, non-possession, and truth, which he made the basis of his life.

Vijay Vallabh Suri not only imbibed the teachings of the Guru but also worked to spread these principles in the
society. He believed that religion should not only be directed towards personal salvation but should also aim to
spread peace, harmony, and love in the society. His ideology and actions helped in spreading awareness in the
society as well as eradicating the evils that were prevalent in the society.

His devotion and loyalty towards his Guru was unparalleled. He always followed the orders of his Guru and
followed the principles of his Guru in life and propagated religion in the society. His Guru Shri Atmaramji
Maharaj inspired him to serve the society and propagate religion, and Vallabh Vijay accepted this as the
purpose of his life.

He crossed the Wagah border on foot to reach India, a symbol of his commitment to his principles.

End times and legacy

Acharya Vijay Vallabh's life was a source of inspiration, which presents the ideal of dedication, service and
devotion to duty. He departed from this world in a meditative state on September 22, 1954, but his contribution
and teachings are still alive and serve as a guide in society. His life was not limited to following the principles
of Jainism only, rather he saw religion as a matter of welfare and improvement of society. He always believed
that true religion is that which not only guides towards individual salvation, but also works for peace, harmony
and social upliftment in society.

Acharya Vijay Vallabh dedicated his life to the all-round development and awareness of the society. He
constantly tried to spread education in the society, make people understand and follow religious and moral
values. He believed that change and improvement in the society is possible only when people are educated in
the right direction and are inspired towards the higher purpose of life. He always followed the orders of his
guru and put all his energy in working for the society.

His dedication and service played an important role in bringing positive change in the society. The work done
by him spread awareness, tolerance and goodwill in the society. The life of Acharya Vallabh Vijay even today
teaches us that the contribution of every person in the society is important, and we all should work together for
the development of the society. His dedication and the impact of his thoughts are still felt in the society.

The teachings of Acharya Vallabh Vijay are still alive as an invaluable heritage in the society. He was not limited
to Jainism only, but the aim of his teachings was to work for the welfare and prosperity of every person in the
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society. The message of his life was that the true form of religion is not limited to self-reliance or attainment of
salvation, but it is also necessary to spread peace, harmony and awareness in the society.

He showed in his life that the true religion is that which works for the good of all. His contributions and the
work done by him remain a source of inspiration for people even today. His Samadhi Mandir is located in
Mumbai, which is an important place to remind us of his life and his unique works. This temple not only
preserves his memory but also symbolizes carrying forward his teachings in the society.

People come here not only to pay respect to his contribution but also take inspiration from his teachings and
pledge to dedicate their lives to social service and welfare.

Conclusion

The life of Acharya Shrimad Vijay Vallabh Suri Maharaj is an invaluable heritage and source of inspiration for
the Indian society. His contribution was not limited to the propagation of Jainism, but he made tireless efforts
to bring positive change in every sphere of society. The specialty of his life was that he did not see religion only
as self-enrichment, but his approach was towards the overall welfare of the society. He believed that true
religion is that which not only guides the individual towards enlightenment and salvation, but also brings peace,
harmony and development in the society.

Acharya Vallabh Vijay's works not only spread awareness in the Indian society, but he also actively worked on
important issues such as the eradication of social evils, promotion of education and protection of women's
rights. His life was dedicated to promoting the spirit of harmony and equality in society. He always tried to
ensure that the benefits of religion and education reach every section of the society, so that every person can
turn his life towards a higher purpose.

Even today his life and the work done by him are alive in the society. His teachings teach us that the real purpose
of religion is not only personal salvation, but it should also be for the welfare of the society, upliftment of the
people and social reform. The life of Acharya Shrimad Vijay Vallabh Suri Maharaj guides us as an invaluable
heritage.
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