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ARTICLE INFO        ABSTRACT 

Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy, grounded in principles of Non-

violence (Ahimsa), Truth (Satya), and love, remains 

profoundly relevant in contemporary contexts. This study 

explores Gandhi's ethical framework, integrating Hindu, Jain, 

and Western moral traditions, and examines its impact on 

conflict resolution and social justice. Highlighting Gandhi's 

pivotal role in India's independence movement, the research 

illuminates how his principles resonate globally, influencing 

figures like Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela. 

Despite critiques of its effectiveness, Gandhi's philosophy 

inspires innovative approaches to societal challenges and 

ethical governance. His concept of Sarvodaya advocates for 

inclusive development and sustainable practices, offering 

insights into addressing socio-economic disparities and 

empowering communities. This study underscores the 

enduring significance of Gandhi's principles in fostering a just 

and compassionate world. 
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1. Introduction 

 

Mahatma Gandhi, often revered as the Father of the Nation in India, is widely recognized 

for his role in the struggle for Indian independence through nonviolent resistance. 

However, his contributions extend far beyond political activism. [1] Gandhi's philosophy, 

deeply rooted in ethics, spirituality, and social justice, presents a unique analytical 

framework that continues to influence contemporary thought. 

 

Gandhi's philosophical outlook is an amalgamation of various intellectual traditions, 

including Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism, and Western thought. Central to his philosophy 

are the concepts of Ahimsa (Non-violence), Satyagraha (truth force or soul force), and 

Sarvodaya (universal upliftment or progress of all). [2] Through these principles, Gandhi 

sought to address and resolve social, political, and economic issues. 

 

Origin and Influences of Gandhian Philosophy 

The origins of Gandhian philosophy are deeply intertwined with religion and society, 

shaped significantly during Gandhi's time in South Africa from 1893 to 1914 and further 

developed in India. His philosophy encompasses a body of ideas that articulate his 

emotional convictions, mission, vision, and goals for Indian independence. [3] Gandhi 

was profoundly influenced by various philosophers and writers, notably Leo Tolstoy, 

Henry David Thoreau, and John Ruskin. His readings and interactions with these thinkers 

enriched his ideological framework, which he applied systematically to societal and 

political contexts. 

 

Gandhian philosophy, though systematic, contrasts with Marxism by focusing on nature 

and society while connecting with Indian, Eastern, and Western philosophies. Its 

foundation rests on four core principles:  Satya (truth), Ahimsa (Non-violence), 

Sarvodaya (welfare of all), and Satyagraha (peaceful protest). These pillars emphasize 

practical idealism, aiming for societal upliftment through nonviolent means.[4] 

 

Practical Idealism and Human Nature 

Gandhi's philosophy is grounded in idealism but approaches practical application through 

Sarvodaya and Satyagraha. He believed that truth and Non-violence are fundamental, 

asserting that Non-violence is the law of humanity, while violence is the law of the brute. 

[5]Gandhi posited that human nature evolves through social interaction, suggesting that 

while human beings possess both good and evil tendencies, societal influence can guide 

them towards goodness. 

 

In his view, human nature can be categorized into idealist, materialist, pessimist, and 

optimist mindsets. Gandhi aligned with idealism and optimism, advocating for individual 

freedom and societal balance. He argued that human nature is inherently good and that 

the pursuit of power often leads to evil. His philosophy highlights the importance of 
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overcoming evil through nonviolent means and emphasizes the role of social evolution in 

shaping human behavior.[6] 

 

Gandhi's Legacy and Philosophical Impact 

Gandhi's comprehensive understanding of human nature and social conditions 

underscores his advocacy for human dignity and freedom. He viewed human nature as a 

mixture of good and evil, advocating for the reduction of evil to enhance goodness.[7] 

Gandhi's early life experiences and later achievements positioned him as a significant 

figure alongside historical greats like Buddha and Ashoka. 

 

His emphasis on universal self over individual self, grounded in truth and Non-violence, 

aligns with spiritual and moral approaches to political issues. Gandhi's work in South 

Africa and India exemplifies his commitment to racial equality and national liberation. 

His influence extends beyond political liberation, offering a coherent message of creative 

nonviolent spiritual life relevant to contemporary global challenges.[8] 

 

Gandhi's life and writings reflect a unity of theme, advocating for truth and Non-violence 

amidst a world fraught with conflict. [9]His message resonates with the teachings of the 

Bhagavadgita, underscoring the enduring power of truth over falsehood. Gandhi's 

integration of good, love, and beauty within his philosophy differentiates him from other 

ideological frameworks, marking him as a prominent philosophical idealist of the 20th 

century.[10] 

 

King, A. S. (2022). The researcher conducted research on “The Satyagraha Movement, 

Mahatma Gandhi, and the Politics of Non-violence.” The study examined Mahatma 

Gandhi's life, ideas, and influence, focusing on his involvement in the fight for Indian 

independence. This qualitative research explored Gandhi's worldview, which drew from 

Western experiences and ideas, including the Christian tradition and European thinkers, 

as well as Hindu devotional discourses like the Bhagavad-Gita. The research revealed that 

active Non-violence, driven by truth and love, is the core principle of Satyagraha. Other 

key concepts identified were Ahimsa (Non-violence and purity in methods) and Swaraj 

(freedom involving India's spiritual reform and independence from Western civilization). 

The study highlighted the lasting impact of Gandhi's nonviolent principles.[11] 

 

Slate, N. (2021). A Risky Concept of Non-violence as a Strategy and a Way of Life. This 

study aimed to explore how the historical debate between Non-violence as a philosophy 

versus a strategy provided a unique perspective on its role in the American civil rights 

movement. This qualitative research included documentary analysis to examine the 

perspectives of American civil rights activists on Non-violence. The study found that the 

dichotomy between Non-violence as a strategy and as a philosophy was more integrative 

than divisive. Activists who viewed Non-violence as a method were accepted alongside 

those who considered it a way of life, despite variations in their approaches and tactics. 
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The findings emphasized the inclusive nature of the nonviolent movement, which united 

individuals with different interpretations of Non-violence.[12] 

 

2. Materials And Method 

Research Design 

This study adopts an analytical research design, focusing on a qualitative approach to 

systematically analyze and interpret data. The research aims to provide a comprehensive 

understanding of Mahatma Gandhi's philosophical principles, their historical evolution, 

and contemporary relevance. The methodology includes text analysis, philosophical 

analysis, historical analysis, and contemporary relevance assessment. 

 

Text Analysis 

Text analysis will involve a comprehensive examination of primary texts, historical 

documents, speeches, and scholarly works related to Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy of 

Non-violence. The purpose is to extract key themes, philosophical underpinnings, and 

historical nuances that contribute to the understanding of the enduring impact of Non-

violence in India. 

 

Philosophical Analysis 

Philosophical analysis will delve into the theoretical foundations of Non-violence, 

exploring its roots in Hindu and Jain traditions and its synthesis with Western moral 

philosophy. This analysis will involve a close examination of primary texts, speeches, and 

writings of Gandhi, as well as relevant philosophical works that influenced him. 

 

Historical Analysis 

Historical analysis will critically assess the role and evolution of Non-violence during 

India's struggle for independence. This will involve a meticulous examination of 

historical documents, speeches, and accounts of key events to trace the development and 

impact of non-violent resistance in the context of the Indian independence movement. 

 

Contemporary Relevance Assessment 

The contemporary relevance of Gandhi’s Non-violence will be assessed through a 

combination of qualitative and quantitative methods. Surveys, interviews, and focus 

group discussions will be conducted to gather perspectives from diverse segments of the 

population, including scholars, activists, and the general public. Additionally, policy 

analysis and case studies will be employed to evaluate the practical applicability of Non-

violence in addressing present socio-political challenges. 

 

Critique and Limitations Analysis 

To critically examine critiques and limitations surrounding Gandhi’s Non-violence, a 

qualitative analysis will be conducted. This will involve a systematic review of academic 
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critiques, public opinions, and historical assessments to identify common themes and 

challenges associated with the practical implementation of non-violent principles. 

 

Variables of the Study 

The study will highlight the following variables: 

 

 Dependent Variable: 

o Contemporary Relevance: Evaluating the relevance of Gandhi’s Non-violence in 

addressing present socio-political challenges in India. 

o Global Impact: Measuring the enduring relevance of Non-violence in fostering 

international peace movements. 

 

 Independent Variable: 

o Philosophical Foundations: The theoretical underpinnings of Non-violence. 

o Historical Evolution: Stages and key events in the historical evolution of Non-violence 

during India's struggle for independence. 

o Critiques and Limitations: Critiques and limitations of Non-violence, examining the 

nature and sources of criticism. 

o Adaptation and Alternatives: Assessing the adaptation of Non-violence to 

contemporary contexts and the emergence of alternative approaches in societal 

transformation. 

 

Population and Sample of the Study 

The study's population includes individuals and entities relevant to understanding the 

philosophical and contemporary relevance of Gandhi’s Non-violence in India. The 

sample will consist of: 

 

 Academic Scholars: Professors, researchers, and scholars specializing in philosophy, 

history, political science, and related fields. 

 Historians and Archivists: Professionals with expertise in history and archival work. 

 Political Leaders and Activists: Current and former political leaders and activists 

engaged in social and political movements. 

 Community Leaders: Leaders from various communities and regions in India. 

 

Method of Data Collection 

 Primary Sources: 

o Gandhi's Writings: Primary texts written by Mahatma Gandhi, including "Hind 

Swaraj" and his collected works. 

o Speeches and Public Addresses: Transcripts and recordings of Gandhi's speeches and 

public addresses. 

o Historical Documents: Archives of historical documents, including letters, manifestos, 

and official communications. 



10916                                     Ms. Shipra Mandal et al. / Kuey, 30(4), 8912 
 

o Academic Journals: Scholarly articles and research papers focused on philosophy, 

history, and political science. 

 

 Secondary Sources: 

o Books and Monographs: Secondary sources written by historians, philosophers, and 

scholars. 

o Biographies and Autobiographies: Biographies and autobiographies of key figures 

influenced by Gandhi. 

o Documentary Films: Documentary films capturing historical events and interviews 

with key figures. 

o Archival Documents: In-depth archival research involving historical documents stored 

in archives, libraries, and institutions. 

 

3. Results 

 

The study yielded several significant insights into Mahatma Gandhi's philosophical 

principles and their contemporary relevance. The analysis of primary texts and historical 

documents revealed that Gandhi's philosophy of Non-violence (Ahimsa) is deeply rooted 

in Hindu and Jain traditions, yet it is uniquely synthesized with Western moral 

philosophy. This synthesis underpins Gandhi's concept of Non-violence as an active force 

driven by truth (Satya) and love, forming the essential tenets of Satyagraha. Historical 

analysis highlighted the critical role of Non-violence in India's struggle for independence. 

Key events, such as the Salt March and the Quit India Movement, showcased how 

Gandhi's non-violent resistance galvanized mass participation and significantly 

contributed to the decolonization process. The study found that Gandhi's strict adherence 

to Non-violence and ethical discipline was pivotal in maintaining the moral high ground 

during these movements. Surveys, interviews, and focus group discussions indicated that 

Gandhi’s Non-violence remains highly relevant in addressing present socio-political 

challenges in India and beyond. Respondents, including scholars, activists, and the 

general public, acknowledged the enduring impact of Non-violence in promoting peace 

and justice. Policy analysis and case studies demonstrated the practical applicability of 

non-violent principles in contemporary movements, such as environmental activism and 

human rights campaigns. 

 

The qualitative analysis of academic critiques and public opinions revealed several 

challenges and limitations associated with the practical implementation of non-violent 

principles. Critics argued that Non-violence might not always be effective against highly 

repressive regimes or in situations requiring immediate defensive action. However, the 

study also highlighted the adaptability of Non-violence, as seen in its successful 

application in various contexts and its ability to inspire alternative approaches to conflict 

resolution. The study provided valuable insights into how Gandhi's religious beliefs 

shaped his approach to social and political issues. Gandhi's emphasis on spirituality, 
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particularly his interpretation of the Bhagavad-Gita, influenced his ethical decision-

making and leadership style. This intersection of spirituality and pragmatism in Gandhi's 

philosophy offered a unique perspective on ethical governance and leadership. 

 

 The research identified several instances where Gandhi's philosophy influenced other 

influential figures globally. Notable examples include Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson 

Mandela, who drew inspiration from Gandhi's principles in their respective struggles for 

civil rights and anti-apartheid movements. This global resonance of Gandhian thought 

underscored its universal appeal and adaptability. The study's exploration of Sarvodaya, 

Gandhi's vision of universal upliftment, revealed its potential implications for sustainable 

and inclusive development. The alignment of Sarvodaya with contemporary development 

goals emphasized the relevance of Gandhian principles in addressing current societal 

challenges, particularly in promoting social welfare and community development. The 

critical assessment of Gandhi's philosophical theories provided a balanced understanding 

of their strengths and weaknesses. While the study recognized the profound ethical and 

moral influence of Gandhi's principles, it also acknowledged the practical difficulties in 

their implementation. The findings offered a nuanced perspective on the enduring legacy 

and contemporary relevance of Gandhi's philosophical contributions. 

 

4. Discussions 

 

Mahatma Gandhi's philosophy, rooted in Non-violence (Ahimsa), truth (Satya), and love, 

offers a robust ethical framework that resonates deeply in contemporary contexts. [13]His 

principles, drawing from Hindu and Jain traditions and melding with Western moral 

philosophy, present a compelling alternative for conflict resolution and social justice. 

Through Satyagraha, Gandhi advocated for active Non-violence, prioritizing moral 

integrity in personal and public life. Historically, Gandhi's commitment to Non-violence 

was pivotal in India's independence movement, inspiring global movements for human 

rights and peacebuilding. Despite critiques about its efficacy against entrenched power 

structures, Non-violence has shown adaptability, fostering innovative social change and 

resilience. [14]Gandhi's integration of religious beliefs with pragmatic governance, 

influenced by the Bhagavad-Gita and Christian teachings, offers insights into ethical 

leadership.  

 

His principles continue to influence global leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson 

Mandela, highlighting their universal appeal in fostering solidarity and social 

transformation. Gandhi's concept of Sarvodaya advocates decentralized community 

development for sustainable and inclusive growth, addressing socio-economic disparities 

and promoting grassroots empowerment. However, implementing Gandhian principles 

faces challenges in diverse socio-political contexts, necessitating a nuanced approach that 

balances moral clarity with practical complexities.[15] 
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5. Conclusions 

 

The study underscores Mahatma Gandhi's enduring legacy through a robust ethical 

framework rooted in Non-violence, truth, and love. Gandhi's philosophy, deeply 

influenced by Hindu and Jain traditions and Western moral philosophy, offers compelling 

alternatives for addressing modern challenges in conflict resolution and social justice. His 

historical role in India's independence movement continues to inspire global movements 

for human rights and peace, resonating with leaders like Martin Luther King Jr. and 

Nelson Mandela. While facing critiques regarding its efficacy against entrenched power 

structures, Gandhi's philosophy proves adaptable, inspiring innovative approaches to 

social change and fostering resilience in civil society. His integration of religious beliefs 

with pragmatic socio-political engagement provides insights into ethical leadership, 

guiding contemporary leaders in navigating ethical dilemmas across diverse cultural 

landscapes. Gandhi's concept of Sarvodaya advocates for inclusive community 

development and sustainable practices, highlighting its relevance in addressing socio-

economic disparities and promoting grassroots empowerment. Despite challenges in 

practical implementation, Gandhi's principles remain pivotal in shaping a just and 

sustainable society, urging stakeholders to uphold values of Non-violence, truth, and 

compassion for a brighter future. 
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