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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT 
 AI, or Artificial Intelligence, is growing at a rapid pace, and its potential to impact 

all aspects of our lives cannot be denied. The use of AI in warfare, weapon systems, 
surveillance etc will lead to questions related to law, Human Rights, and Ethics not 
only within the country but also at an international level. The current legal scenario, 
both domestic and international seems to be inadequate to deal with this emerging 
technology and is unable to truly grasp and foresee its true impact in the coming 
years . The Article discusses the pertinent issues, challenges and problems posed by 
AI in relation to Privacy, warfare, weapons and the current existing legal regime in 
the context of International Law and gives suggestions so that AI can be used for the 
benefit of all mankind. 
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I. Introduction 

 
Background and Context 
Rapid advancement of Artificial Intelligence (AI) has affected the dynamics of global governance, which 
concerns warfare, privacy, and human rights. The wide range of AI technologies for instance, autonomous 
weapon systems, predictive algorithms, or mass surveillance tools back serious doubts as to their compliance 
with established international laws and ethical norms (UNESCO 2021). The transformative nature of AI calls 
for stronger regulation that aligns risks with benefits globally, with respect to ethical usage. 
International law offers one of the most important tools in regulating disruptive technologies, including AI, 
enabling responsibility, fairness, and transparency to be taken into issue. However, while doing so, the present 
legal frameworks are often deficient in that they lack the particularity with which nuanced challenges thrown 
up by AI can properly be addressed by them (Lin et al. 2020). Consequently, the interplay of AI and 
international law further requires swift attention to research, leading to the drafting of all-encompassing policy 
and governance guidelines. 
 
Research Objectives 
The aims of this paper would be as follows: 
1. Evaluate the crossroads between AI and international law, especially on warfare, privacy, and human rights. 
2. Assess how fruitful the existing codes are in meeting AI challenges in the sphere. 
3. Critique international legal mechanisms for effectively regulating AI technologies, with the aim of 
suggesting workable recommendations for international legal mechanisms to ensure best-practice solutions 
for regulating AI technologies. 
 
Research Questions 
This paper will address the objectives accordingly and will dwell on the following key questions: 
1. How has the current international legal framework addressed such issues as AI in warfare, privacy, and 

human rights.? 
2. Are there any existing AI technology loopholes in legislation? 
3. What recommendations can be given to remove the current inadequacies, thus making the regulations more 

effective? 
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Scope and Methodology 
This study focuses on three core areas of intersection between AI and international law.: 
1. Warfare: The utilization and abidance to International Humanitarian Law clauses on autonomous 
weapons systems will be analysed. 
2. Privacy: Analyzes global data protection laws and AI-driven surveillance systems. 
3. Human Rights: Address the question of the impact of AI on equality, non-discrimination, and freedom of 
expression. 
 

II. AI in Warfare: Challenges and Legal Frameworks 

 
 AI in Warfare 
In the arena of warfare and military equipment, one of the radical changes that Artificial Intelligence (AI) has 
brought about is the use of autonomous weapon systems (AWS), drones, and AI surveillance mechanisms. 
These technologies give greater precision, less casualties compared to human operatives, and more operational 
efficiency. But these do come with a lot of ethical and legal questions and issues. One very grave concern about 
AWS is the lack of human control, leading to unintended/intended errors and causing moral and legal doubt 
about accountability of such an unpredictable/sudden action (Sharkey 2018). A good example will be drones 
with AI algorithms that may mistakenly identify targets, which means transgressing International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL) (Scharre 2019). 
 
Existing Legal Frameworks 
The legal frameworks existing on the international level are fundamentally based on the Geneva Conventions 
and the IHL. They are supplemented by a number of provisions that stress on distinction, proportionality, and 
necessity in cases of armed conflict for protection of civilian inhabitants (ICRC 2016). However, these 
frameworks have only limited applicability to AI technologies because of the autonomy that comes with AWS. 
Current efforts by the United Nations (UN) include the Group of Governmental Experts on Lethal Autonomous 
Weapons Systems (LAWs) aiming to assail these challenges through examining the ethical and legal 
implications of AWS (UNODA 2020), but no legally binding treaty on law is yet to gain ground. 
 
Key Challenges 
1. Issues related to Accountability for Autonomous Systems 
Accountability vacillation for autonomous situations is encouraged as 
AWS operates with no direct human control and thus compromises the assignment of responsibility to illegal 
actions. This abyss leads to a state of no responsibility or liability for violations for developers, operators, or 
states (Crootof 2015). 
 
2. Problems in applying the principles of Distinction and Proportionality 
In reality, AI systems could have problems distinguishing between fighters and civilians, especially in 
complicated surroundings. Also, automated decision-making makes it difficult to ensure proportionality in war 
where the level of civilian casualties should be lower than the military advantages (Heyns et al. 2016). 
Recommendations 
1. There should be an International Treaty to Regulate AWS 
There has to be a dedicated treaty to spell out the rules governing the development, acquisition, and use of 
AWS. It ought to address issues such as human oversight, decision-making transparency, and accountability 
(Asaro 2012). 
2. Enhance Oversight Mechanisms Over AI Systems in Military Contexts 
The international community, especially the UN, needs to step up oversight over these AI weapons, ensuring 
compliance with IHL. This should include the establishment of mechanisms for some kind of certification of 
AI systems used in warfare and human oversight, along with establishing subordinate review panels for 
investigation of any infringement (Ekelhof 2019). 
 

III. AI and Privacy: Global Regulations and Enforcement 

 
AI Technologies Affecting Privacy 
The prevalent use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) has gifted the world with the rise of data collection, facial 
recognition, predictive analysis, and surveillance technologies. At the heart of an AI-enabled system lies a 
machine-learning-algorithm-based ability that directs the software to start processing tons of personal data, 
often without the user's upstream consent, that can predict behaviour and preferences (Zuboff 2019) . These 
insights by these technologies may seem to give ease and efficiency, yet their serious dark face can be seen as 
possible serious violations of privacy, such as unauthorized access, data abuses, discrimination or profiling 
across all fronts (Smith et al. 2020). 
Facial recognition is another instance that, in the name of security measures in public places, could quickly get 
out of hand in allowing mass surveillance to be mounted under the garb of public safety, thereby infringing 
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upon individual privacy rights and freedoms of expression (Feldstein 2019). Predictive analytics, a growing 
norm today with uses in marketing and law enforcement, might inadvertently perpetuate discrimination by 
fostering biases in the data model (Barocas et al. 2016). 
 
Legal Frameworks for Privacy 
1. General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
The GDPR stands out distinctively as the development of the European Union and one of the most stringent 
privacy laws as of now in the world. It emphasises data protection principles like transparency, consent, and 
accountability. Key provisions include the "right to be forgotten," data minimisation, and severe sanctions for 
violations, such as hefty fines that would span 4% of worldwide business turnover (Voigt & Von dem Bussche 
2017). Albeit the GDPR presents an ambitious standard of privacy regulation, its enforced application extends 
only in the European Union and thus issues concerning global data regulation remains.  
 
2. International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), Article 17 
Under the ICCPR, Article 17 lays a broad framework for protecting individuals from arbitrary or unlawful 
interference with their privacy. It lays down the right to privacy as a fundamental human right but this is 
tempered by the non-binding character of the so-called golden chain regulating the frameworks regulating AI 
technologies (UNHRC 2018). 
 
Challenges 
1. Cross-Border Data Transferring: Jurisdictional Conflicts 
Needless to say, AI-driven systems operate across borders, inducing jurisdictional prominence in matters of 
data ownership, and transfer. 
2. Potential Misuse of AI for Mass Surveillance 
Foul use of AI in mass surveillance, dangerous overreach (and misuse...). Dredge of information at this level, 
like China's massive system of facial recognition could be deployed for monitoring citizens and, therefore, voice 
privacy and human rights concerns remain a huge issue. (Creemers 2020). 
 
Recommendations 
1. Common Ground for International Privacy Frameworks 
To tackle international jurisdictional ambiguities and ensure enforceability, a worldwide privacy order needs 
to be established. Suggested basics are the principles of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), 
particularly data sovereignty, consent, and accountability (Binns 2018). 
 
2. Making of AI-Specific Privacy Regulation 
AI-specific laws need to be created by governments and international organisations to resolve specific 
challenges caused by AI technology. They should also include mandatory algorithm audits, public disclosure 
policies, and certain restrictions on surveillance applications (Rahwan et al., 2019). 
 

IV. AI and Human Rights: Balancing Innovation and Protection 
 
Integration of artificial intelligence (AI) into various domains poses significant concerns regarding the impact 
of almost all human rights. Though AI may be good for innovation and quality of life, it may expose the 
fundamental human rights to dangers resulting from the application of unrestrained systems. 
 
Impact of AI on Human Rights 
AI technologies find inefficiencies anytime they are operating in the area of non-discrimination and the right 
for equality, mostly in terms of algorithmic bias. For instance, machine learning algorithms might be applied 
in hiring, lending, prisoner probation, or law enforcement, and in all these cases, the algorithms are likely to 
incorporate and exaggerate biases present in the training data, eventually leading to the discriminating 
outcome against marginalized groups (Noble 2018). Such biases indeed go against the principle of fairness. 
However, the enforcement of the same leads to the reproduction of cumulative social injustices. 
Furthermore, AI-powered content moderation systems in use for social media platforms are increasingly 
affecting the right to freedom of expression and assembly. While the objectives of such systems are harm 
reduction, they often lead to over-removals of the relevant content or promote more disinformation thanks to 
AI technical inaccuracies (Gillespie 2020). This dual-edged impact presents a challenge in maintaining a 
balance between supporting users and preserving their free dissent or online assembly rights. 
 
Current Legal Protections 
Reflectively, in juxtaposition with human rights mechanisms addressing these advancements, supranational 
multilateral frameworks such as the UDHR help conserve the interests of basic rights. UDHR Article 1 provides 
for the equality and dignity principle, while Articles 19 and 20 guarantee freedom of expression and cohesion 
(UNGA 1948). However, exploited harder, it generates significant gaps in addressing these AI related problems.  
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International bodies like the United Nations and the European Council, advocate for human rights in the world 
today. As an example, the United Nations' Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights required 
corporations that are carrying out AI development to ensure respect for human rights standards (Bennett and 
Raab, 2020). However, the non-obligatory nature of such initiatives is a limiting impediment. 
 
Challenges 
The question of transparency and accountability with regard to artificial intelligence is perhaps most crucial 
challenge. The black box nature of the decision-making process itself is indeterminate-question (or concerns) 
as to how decisions are made. The issue of governance standards and recourse for redress to any parties that 
might find themselves aggrieved by such decisions is also an issue(Pasquale, 2015). Moving beyond this, it 
seems that the way of addressing AI's bias, somewhat, be Multidisciplinary- with, among others, improved data 
collection methods and more diversified representation on teams designing the algorithms concerned 
(Bolukbasi, et al., 2016). 
 
Suggestions 
To meet these challenges, AI ethics audits need to be mandated. These regular checks can uncover any potential 
biases, ensure that AI respects human rights, and inject accountability in AI deployment (Raji, et al. 2020). 
These audits should be carried out by independent bodies with expertise in technology and human rights. 
The second important thing is to take accountability measures for AI developers and implementers. If AI 
systems have unforeseen ethical problems under algorithms, developers must take accountability, as well. It 
should be done then with clear regulatory frameworks that lay out liability and encourage responsible 
innovation (Brynjolfsson & McAfee, 2017). 
The balancing act that goes into moving society along with AI with the need to protect human rights in the 
digital realm could conceivably serve as a motivating factor to get everyone to move towards applying AI 
beneficially. 
 
Comparative Analysis of AI Regulation Across Jurisdictions 
Case Studies 
The legislation area related to AI varies vastly from one jurisdiction to another as further divergences are meant 
to open up the problems regarding pan-jurisdictional AI legislative options. Many cases show that the future 
of AI legislation is in the making with myriad opportunities. 
 
Europe led the way with regard to AI regulation with the issuance of ethical guidelines in a regulatory ambit 
that mostly followed a legally inclusive framework. Under the proposed Artificial Intelligence Act or AI Act, 
categories of AI systems have been scrutinized according to risk levels that range from unacceptable through 
minor, with only the high-risk systems needing to meet a defined set of requirements, one trait, for instance, 
being those systems operating in biometric identification or essential infrastructure sectors (Veale & 
Zuiderveen Borgesius 2021). The EU promoted ethics in AI through the trustworthiness principle, which 
includes some key principles such as fairness, transparency, and accountability, so as to maintain the ethical 
echelon at parity with human rights (Floridi et al. 2018). This progressive action lies behind the general 
proposition that the EU tries to balance innovation with necessary ethical checks. 
 
By contrast, the United States has taken a more unfocused and sector-specific approach in terms of AI laws, 
typically using existing laws to justify any regulatory interventions rather than enacting legislation solely for 
the purpose of regulating AI. While the AI Bill of Rights Blueprint on Privacy, to name just one, has emphasized 
privacy principles and emphasized the prohibition of discrimination and algorithmic transparency, it lacks 
adequate enforcement and there is an absence of uniformity across states. In its attempts to lay more stress on 
fostering innovation and sharpening competitiveness on the international market than on strict regulation, the 
US has been frequently criticized for failing to provide robust safeguards against AI risks. 
 
China reportedly has a polarized regulatory blueprint, deploying AI-powered technology for governance and 
social control. The application of surveillance, like facial recognition and a social credit system, has been widely 
criticized for infringing upon privacy and human rights (Creemers 2020). China formed ethics guidelines for 
AI that totally center around the state interest, giving little recognition to possible civil liberties or flat-out 
transparency (Zeng et al. 2021). This approach takes a state-centric view of AI governance, favouring national 
security and economic development over civil liberties. 
 
Lessons Learned 
A comparison of these legal domains highlights global governance practices or prospects. However, due to the 
specific emphasis placed by the EU on legal frameworks and accountability or trust in systems in agenda 
building Floridi et al. (2018). Thus, consonantly, China's state-driven effort on investment in R&D in AI 
pathways may serve as a valuable case study to anyone considering the feasibility of strengthening technology 
far beyond this realm (Zeng et al. 2021). However, a concept such as this, coming from China, would rather 
blunt this like an axe; it gives opportunity the state to disgrace the heightened liberty of the individual. 



4534                                 Shourie Anand Singh / Kuey, 29(4), 9480 

  

One of the most significant challenges in coalescing towards the cause of practising AI lies in the role played by 
different nation-states' agendas and values. While the EU may chant human rights and ethical principles, the 
US may practically adopt the priority of innovation and market freedom, and China will be in favour of state 
control. These different starting points do not assist participants in getting a single regulatory scheme on AI 
(Veale and Zuiderveen Borgesius 2021). 
By looking at different regulatory frameworks, global policymakers may combat the challenge of reconciling 
their position concerning realistic regulations that can facilitate the process for equitable balancing of 
innovation, ethical considerations, and human rights protection. 
 

VI. Recommendations for International Legal Frameworks 
 
Need for an AI-Specific International Treaty 
The advent of AI has introduced a range of complexities that require a dedicated global treaty to acknowledge 
the multifactorial ethical dimensions. Such a treaty should be guided by principles based on transparency, 
accountability, and fairness, which lead to responsible development and deployment of AI technologies 
(Rahwan et al. 2019). Transparency involves ensuring that the AI systems themselves are understandable, and 
that their decision-making be traceable. Accountability demands that the relevant developers and 
implementers be held liable for any misuse or harm caused by AI systems (Floridi & Cowls 2019). Fairness is a 
normative guiding principle concerned with the reduction of biases to promote equitable outcomes, especially 
for marginalized groups. 
 
Strengthening Global Cooperation 
Remarks made in Pew Research (2018) contain the stipulation that laws and regulations might be okay to 
privatize, but not the use of stuff like drones. AI's expansion will ruthlessly mean the intimidation of poor 
countries which would be unable to resist in all competitions. Privatization features the notion of free trade to 
the detriment of concepts like democracy and social rights. To regulate AI there should be cooperation between 
UN, WTO and other International Organisations. The United Nations should take the lead in creating a 
consensus and setting norms, and facilitating workable agreements on AI governance (Gasser & Almeida 2017). 
International tribunals should  take cognizance of conflicts arising from AI matters, and actively settling them 
in the light of global norms and treaties (Brynjolfsson & McAfee 2017). 
 
Establishment of Global AI Governance Institutions 
Formulation of a global entity for AI governance is essential for uniform regulations across nations and under 
a unified compliance paradigm. This entity must serve three principal roles in this respect: Standard-setting, 
dispute resolution, and compliance monitoring (Jobin et al. 2019). Standard-setting consists of drafting 
ethically-based, universally accepted guidelines for the development of AI, while mechanisms for dispute 
resolution assist in governing cross border or domestic issues arising from AI. Compliance monitoring is 
necessary to track that all countries and corporations within them keep up with standards and to impose 
ramifications of any violator. Moreover, this oversight is expected to reverse-engineer responsibilities and 
accountability into AI processes. 
 
Ethical Concerns 
The underlying value of ethics is fundamental to building any international legal framework for AI. To meet 
the needs of hoisted populalations and halt marginalization of the defenseless, AI development must include 
issues of trust-e.g., inclusiveness and balance in AI configurations towards populations of the world (Binns 
2018). Transformation of AI governance leads to involvement of different aspirations of multi-stakeholders, 
such as governments, academia, civil society, and industries, under a balanced and representative approach 
(Raji et al. 2020). The equity principle can be further advanced through deploying AI for global challenges in 
healthcare disparities or climate change, so that the benefits of AI trickle down by being spread out across 
continents and human communities. 
 

VII. Conclusion 
 
The integration of AI within many fields, like military , privacy, or human rights, poses various legal problems 
and ethical challenges. Algorithmic bias, the accountability deficit of autonomous systems, mass surveillance-
induced privacy infringements, and the dismantling of essential human rights--stretching more than a few 
issues--come to the fore. While previous general legal regimes like the Geneva Conventions, the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR), and the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) have established 
an essential framework, they all seem insufficient to encompass the specific complexities brought by the 
applications of AI (Floridi & Cowls 2019; Noble 2018). These gaps show that regulations must be designed 
specifically to make AI more transparent, responsible, and fair. 
Regulatory and policy remedies are required for the mitigation and intelligent management of risks and 
responsible development and deployment of AI. The formation of an international treaty specifying its subject 
matter and that engages alongside various international political bodies, like the UN and WTO, is necessary for 
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effective global governance (Gasser & Almeida 2017). Besides, interdisciplinary collaborations with 
policymakers, technologists, ethicists, and civil society will extensively contribute to solving AI-related issues 
in a comprehensive manner (Raji et al. 2020). The international community can thus maximize the potential 
of AI for good as long as it ensures human rights and ethics protected. 
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