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“If we are to teach real peace in the world we shall have to begin with children”. Mahatma Gandhi “All education is for peace”.

1.1 Introduction-
 Man is a social animal who cannot survive without social contact. While living with other individuals in the society, we need to understand that every individual is different.  We must understand the importance of individuality. What does it mean by individuality? The quality that makes one person different from all others is known as uniqueness or individuality. If we agree that all the individuals are different from each other, we also need to take in to consideration that while talking about individuality we have to consider the aspect of human freedom. If every individual is unique, he or she must possess his or her ideals, beliefs and faiths. The constitution of India gives the citizens right to freedom, the right to stick to their own values, faiths, beliefs and principals. No one can condemn the other due to his or her beliefs. The above mentioned topic has three important terms to understand, education, freedom and peace. Our nation, our mother India, is known for her diversity. The country in which we live has the population of 140.76 crore, 29 states in which 22 official languages are spoken. This article is an endeavor to talk about the importance of role of education to teach children to accept the diverse culture, opinions, faiths and beliefs of others. Children are the future of our country. They have to take the responsibility of nation building. We require a nation where we can breathe without fear. We should feel secured. No one should judge the other or have hatred for each other due to cultural differences or due to dressing habits, or the way one is leading his or her life. We should not be forced by law or by any particular power to do particular thing. Our thoughts should be free. If children understand the value of human freedom and peace from childhood then only it will be possible for them to maintain peace and harmony in the country. We must teach children to respect human freedom. Here I remember a poem by Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, emphasizing the importance of Human Freedom and peace-

“Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high,

Where knowledge is free,

Where the world has not be broken up into fragments of pieces.”

Our civilization, our ancestor wanted human freedom and peace to be maintained, they taught us to be global citizens. Let us elaborate the concepts of education, freedom, peace in detail. 

After going through this unit, you should be able to understand-
1.2 Objectives –

1] The importance of role of education to imbibe the value of human freedom and peace among primary students.

2] The relation between educating children to maintain peace and creation of a secured society


1.3 The Role of Education in individual’s Life

John Due Says, “What food for physical development Education is for social growth.”

According to J. S. Thomson, “Education is a process to which and by which the knowledge, character and behaviour of the young are shaped and molded.”  As per the definition given by Thomson education is the most effective tool to mould a person’s knowledge, character and his behaviour. 

Now let us move to the broad paradigm of education. “Education in its widest sense includes all the influences which act upon an individual during his passage from the cradle to the grave,” says Dumvile. The education process continues throughout life. It is a progressive change in the man. The aim of education is to prepare an individual for complete living. The child starts going to school at the age of three. The home is the first school of the child and the mother is his first teacher. Whatever the members of the family have discussed in front of children helps children to form their belief system. Therefore, the elders in the family need to be cautious while making statements about any aspect of livelihood in front of the young minds. The brain of a small child is receptive. They learn things by observing their elders. The responsibility of the elders is to teach them social values, which will enable them to become more socialized. They should be patient while acting, before reacting to any situation. In short, they should have better control over their senses and emotions. The aim of education is mental development, physical development, natural development, personality development, social development, cultural development, spiritual development, moral development, intellectual development, and overall development of an individual.  Indian Education commission has stated,” The destiny of India now being shaped in the classrooms in the world based on Science and technology, it is the level of education that determines the level of prosperity welfare and security of the people. As A.K.C. Ottaware better explains the term school while saying, “The school may be regarded as a social invention to serve society for the specialized teaching of younger ones.” The school functions as a miniature of the society. At primary level, the child learns to conserve the culture when he or she participates in various activities. Schools celebrate all the festivals to teach them the diverse culture of India. School is a place where the child for the first time, learns to respect all the religions cultures and castes. He or she sits in the same class with children of different castes and social backgrounds. This place gives children training to maintain peace while being in a socially diverse atmosphere. National Education policy 2020 not only wants schools to develop cognitive skills of students but also to imbibe social and emotional skills including cultural awareness and empathy, perseverance and grit, teamwork, leadership qualities among children. 

The Policy aims and aspires to universalize the pre-primary education. The above discussion is enough to state that early primary education can shape an individual’s life. Whatever the child becomes in future, the foundation has been laid in childhood. 

1.4 Role of primary education to imbibe the value of peace 

In the last unit, we have discussed the importance of education to create a selfless, devoted, patient, caring individual. Now in this unit, we will elaborate the role of education to imbibe the value of peace among the children who will be nurturing the peaceful country in future.
1.4.1 What is peace in real terms? 


The world is devastated with threats like terrorism, inter-state conflicts, violence and massive human rights violation, proliferation of weapons, cyber attacks. On February 14, 2019, a terror attack was carried out in Pulwama in Jammu and Kashmir by a suicide bomber resulting in the death of 40 CRPF personnel. The suicide bomber, identified as Jaish-e-Mohammad's Adil Ahmed Dar, rammed his vehicle into a bus with the CRPF convoy. A supporter of the Islamic State killed four and injured 22 on his shooting spree in Vienna's city center on November 2, 2020. In February 2022, Russia launched a full-scale invasion of Ukraine and began occupying more of the country. Many more such type of examples can be given. 

Peace means a situation or a period of time in which there is no war or violence in a country or area. Peace is the path we take bridging growth and prosperity to the society. Without peace, we cannot imagine economic and cultural development. All the religious scriptures teach human beings the value of peace. Qur'an discloses that peace is one of the names of God himself: “He is God, other than whom there is no god, the King, the Holy, the Peace, the Defender, the Guardian, the Mighty, the Omnipotent, and the Supreme.” 

Prophet Muhammad said, "Never aspire for confronting your enemies (in a fight). Pray to God to be among those who seek living peacefully with others. 

The bible says Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.  If possible, as far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all.

Lord Krishna says, “The peace of God is with them whose mind and soul are in harmony, who are free from desire and wrath, who know their own soul.” According to Hinduism, there are three pillars of Hindu philosophy, Karma means deeds, Dharma means duty, and Sahishnuta means tolerance. These are the keys to human salvation. These values are needed today to retrieve the world from self-destruction and to achieve inner peace, harmony, tranquility and happiness.

Guru Nanak (the first Guru) wrote, “No one is my enemy, No one is a foreigner, with all I am at peace, God within us renders us Incapable of hate and prejudice.”
1.4.2 Activities for schools to imbibe the value of Peace                  

 At primary level various activities schools should conduct to teach children equality, to live in harmony with each other. The morning assembly should be conducted with a prayer, which shows equal respect for all religions. It gives children a sense that all should be treated equally. At early age, if children are taught in a proper manner to resolve the conflict with peace, they will definitely become peacemakers. Peace days should be celebrated on which no one should fight inside or outside the school premises. The whole day value of peace should be imbibed. At schools, peace walls should be created, on which quotes of famous people showing importance of peace for survival and development should be written. Children should be asked to prepare a peace book in which they should be challenged to find out and write the poems, stories articles on peace and read allowed in the class. Skit, drams giving the message ‘stop violence’ should be presented in annual functions. Value Education is not an optional component in CBSE schools; it is an essential part of their educational framework. Most of the parents and schools find it a waste of time for children to include the period of value education in the timetable. The holistic development of students, including their moral, ethical, and social growth, is of paramount importance. It is only possible when regular sessions of value education and meditation are made a compulsory part of school timetable. It helps to promote mental and moral wellbeing of the students. Parents counseling sessions should be conducted. Children at this age should not be taught to keep hatred for any particular community, religion or caste. Conflict starts in the heart first. The role of school is very important to develop a citizen who is having respect for all and can keep his mind calm while taking decisions, while reacting to situations. We can teach children not to react but to respond in a peaceful manner. We need to teach children war, fighting, can never be beneficial for the development of the nation. For human survival, peace is required. We require a secured world to live in. Here we must remember Rashtrsant Tukdoji Maharaj who says,

 “या कोवळ्या कल्यामाजी लपले ज्ञानेश्वर, रवींद्र, शिवाजी, जाणिव
ठेऊनी बलकाना हळुवार विकासित करानारे शिक्षण पाहीजे.”
1.5 Meaning of Human Freedom

Freedom is the open window through which pours the sunlight of human spirit and human dignity. Swami Vivekananda says, “Freedom is the song of the soul. The goal of each soul is freedom, - freedom from the slavery of matter, and thought, mastery of external and internal nature.” 

Everybody have different context for the term freedom. Freedom means a state in which you can do what you like without any restriction by anyone. Freedom can be called a state of mind where you have the right and freedom of doing what you can think of. Freedom can be felt within. Freedom is a basic need of human beings that plays a central role in social process. For the development of the nation, human development is the most essential factor. For human development, freedom is required. We can raise potential qualities of human beings when suitable space is defined them for achieving these capabilities. However, we need to understand an important aspect that absolute perceptions of freedom of human beings can attack freedom of others and can leave negative social effects. If we look to advanced societies, we notice few principals and common aspects, which include mental ability, organized governing body, Scientism, educational system, legal system, social tranquility and economic culture. 
1.5.2 Exploitation of Human Freedom

Mughals rule India approximately for 200 years. British ruled India from 1858 to 1947. During this period of slavery, Indians were denied the basic human rights. Indian farmers were forced to grow crops like, indigo, opium cotton and jute instead of food crops, which were in high demand in Britain. They forced farmers to grow commercial crops. They imposed heavy taxes on Indian farmers. British introduced machine made goods and destroyed the trades of artisans, potters and weavers.  If we speak about the education system during British rule, we observe that the objective to educate Indian people was to form a class of interpreters between British rulers and millions of Indians they governed. Second objective was to create a class of persons Indian in blood and colour but British in taste, opinion, morals and intellect. 

The latest global slavery index, produced by Human Rights group walk free, reveals that 10 countries with highest rate of modern slavery are North Korea, Eritrea, Mauritania, Saudi Arabia, Turkiye, Tajakistan, United Arab Emirates, Russia, Afghanistan, and Kuwait.

Slaves were being treated brutally. William Wells Brown, who escaped to freedom, reported that on one plantation, slave men were asked to pick 80 pounds [36kg]cotton per day and women slave were asked to pick up 70 pounds [32kg] per day. If they failed to do so, they were whipped for each pound they were short. Victims of human trafficking are recruited through false job offers, false marriage offers, and sell by family members, or by abduction. Victims are forced into‘debt slavery’; most of the trafficking victims are women who are forced to prostitutions.  According to Global Slavery index, India is a home to over 11million slaves.

It exists in many forms including forced labour, human trafficking, child labour, organ removal and forced marriages, domestic violence. Children who are engaged in child labour are denied education. Women do not have equal rights as men. They still need permission from husbands or from family members if they have to take decision about their career. Rearing of children is the responsibility of female only. She has to sacrifice her job or education when she gives birth to child and when it comes to taking care of children. The freedom to purse education, the freedom to wear the clothes of her choice, the freedom to continue or discontinue the job is still denied though we have celebrated 75th republic day of our country this year.  
1.5.3 Importance of Primary education to protect human freedom

Can we say that we really have the right to freedom? If all such things exist, we need to make our children aware about the scenario. They should know what is right and what is wrong. We have discussed that the children of today are the citizens of tomorrow. These children should be taught through their syllabus about all social evils. They should know their rights. 

Article 21 of our constitution has given Right of liberty of people in India to all Indians. Section 350of IPC and section 15 of Indian contract Act, 1872 attracts legal provisions if women are forcefully subjected to marry without her consent. To counter the menace of human trafficking Indian penal code has brought in to force the Act of 2013 section 370. The penal code has made provisions to abolish slavery at section 371, which prohibits dealing in slaves, and section 367, which make it an offence to kidnap in order to subject a person to slavery. Child Labour prohibition and regulation Act, 1986 prohibits employment of children below the age of 14 years in 18 occupations and 65 processes. The knowledge of all such laws and awareness among children can be created by schools through various activities. Schools should organize street shows to give people the message of peace and human freedom. Children can be engaged in adult learning programs where they will guide illiterate people about all the laws mentioned above. 
Conclusion-
1] Primary education can make the child learn the importance of peace and human freedom; in future, he or she will definitely stand for the cause. They will learn the value of unity. We will have human beings who can express their views in society. The children will know that improvement of social status will improve their status

2] The lesson of unity in diversity will be imbibed at the early age and they will stand against discrimination. 

3] Schools can be an asset to the government where we can not only interact and build the character of children but also we can make a drastic change in the mindset of parents also. 

4] In this manner, we can get the whole population engaged in peace making and enjoy heaven on earth by bestowing the gift of human freedom upon humanity.

5] All the suggested activities can be implemented at all schools by primary education department by making changes in the primary school curriculum to imbibe the value of peace and human freedom. Value education curriculum should be made mandatory for all schools.

6] Children will learn that freedom means responsibility. Because they will be taught the lesson to make choices among right and wrong.  Expansion of choices can awaken the feeling of responsibility and duty among children. Duty oriented human beings who will perform their responsibilities in a more proper manner will be produced because these values will be rooted in their hearts from the childhood.

To sum up we can say, "We seek peace, knowing that peace is the climate of freedom." - Dwight D. Eisenhower
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